
SESSION 10 – The Good Shepherd – John 10:1-18  

The Shepherd always tries to persuade the sheep that their interests and his own are the same. 

Krister Stendahl 

 

I am relying heavily on Gregg Knepp’s book for this session as in most of the sessions – He is 

coming at this Gospel from a social justice perspective if you have not guessed by now.  Some of 

that has to do with his years as a community organizer and his call to pastor a church in an 

economically depressed area of north Baltimore with many issues of race and drugs and violence 

etc. (St John’s Pimlico) He has since left that call and moved on to other ventures. 

 

(As a side note - before the Covid 19 crisis hit - my son, Adam’s roommate, Mike Benjamin, was 

the guitar player at St John’s Pimlico for their services on Sunday mornings.) 

 

Every Year in the churches that use the revised common lectionary the 4th Sunday of the Easter 

Season is the Good Shepherd Sunday and John Chapter 10 has been divided up into 3 sections one 

for each of the years in the 3-year cycle since they pretty much say the same thing we are focusing 

on just versus 1-18 here – I still suggest reading through the whole chapter for continuity sake. 

 

-The image of shepherd was one that was very familiar in the ancient near east 

 

-The Hebrew bible uses the image as a way to talk about the relationship between the people and 

their religious and political leaders – Read Ezekiel 34:2b-6  

 

-Now read Ezekiel 34:11-16 and then see the alternative vision that God offers 

 

-The people to whom this gospel is addressed would immediately get this and would have known 

the Ezekiel texts and been able to make the comparisons to Jesus very easily 

 

-Who are the thieves then in our John text? – The religious and political leaders who fail in their 

responsibility to care for the most vulnerable in society 

 

-John’s gospel has Jesus actually using two images for himself – GATE & GOOD SHEPHERD 

 

-Sheep corrals were made of stone with one entrance – at night the sheep were herded into the 

corral for their protection 

 

-The shepherd often slept right at the gate or the opening acting as the gate/gatekeeper in the 

absence of a physical one and in morning they would lead the sheep back out into the fields 

 

-Sheep were totally dependent on the shepherd for not only protection but also for food and 

direction – Think of Psalm 23 here to get at the guardian relationship between sheep/people and 

shepherd 

 

-Jesus also makes two significant statements in this text 

1 As the good Shepherd I will lay down my life “FREELY” for the sheep 

2 He has other sheep that he desires to bring into the fold 



 

-Put these two together and ponder what these statements mean for us as individual Christians and 

Congregations in the world today!! 

 

For Personal Growth 

In this chapter of the Gospel of John the Good Shepherd is described as one who was willing to 

lay down his life for the sheep – Archbishop Romero and Dr. King, are considered martyrs in the 

faith by many - what other martyrs might have inspired you? Why? 

 

What are some visual images of the Good Shepherd that have inspired you? What feelings do these 

images evoke? 

 

Is social justice an idea that you typically associate with the Good Shepherd (Like Ezekiel)? Why 

or why not? 

 

Why do you think Jesus uses these images? What insight do these images provide for the Christian 

life? 

 

List the qualities of a Good Shepherd vs. Bad Shepherd according to John 10, Psalm 23, Ezekiel 

34. 

 

Reflecting upon Ezekiel 34, can you think of examples of bad shepherds who abused power in 

politics, business or religious institutions? 

 

Can you identify people in other areas of your life (family, school, etc.) who were like a good 

shepherd to you? What qualities and character traits did they exhibit? 

 

Questions for Congregational Leaders 

Jesus uses many I AM statements through the gospel of John 

 

Bread of life 

Light of the World 

Gate of the Sheepfold/Door 

Good Shepherd 

The Resurrection and the Life 

The Way the Truth and the Life 

The Vine 

 

(Living Waters) Indirectly in the woman at the well narrative 

 

Spend some time reflecting on each image of the I AM statements.  Which images do you think 

most closely link the nature of your congregation’s relationship with Jesus? Why? 

 

How do you interpret Jesus’ statement that he has other sheep v.6 that are not yet in this fold? How 

might this statement effect your congregation’s participation in ecumenical and interfaith dialogue 

and ministries? 


