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Time for another pondering with PJ – I hope that whatever my thoughts are that your curiosity is 
piqued enough to wonder and wander down some different paths. Here we go!  Excitement!!  I am not 
sure about all of you out there but I think that as I get older, I prefer less excitement and more 
mundaneness.  Too much excitement and stimulation all at once and I get overwhelmed and exhausted 
and need a power nap, not unlike young children, I guess.  Maybe what “they” say about us as we get 
older that we start to regress more and more back to our childhood might be closer to the truth than we 
would like to admit!!  Of course, too much mundaneness can also cause me to need a power nap, but 
that is for another reflection! 
 

I bring this “excitement” up because of the Acts text for this Sunday (Acts 2:1-21).  Can you just 
imagine what it would be like today if all of a sudden in a church service the rush of a violent wind came 
and blew off the roof and then flying in were little tongued shaped flames that sat on our heads!!  That 
alone would be enough excitement and bewilderment for the day and then everybody in the place 
started speaking in different languages that the speakers of those languages who were living in this 
foreign place could hear and understand.  Now we are really talking excitement especially when a 
change of perspective has just been introduced.  Of course, the folks gathered tried to write it off as just 
a drunken escapade. 
 

How often do we write off the work of the Spirit that God has put right in front of us and thus 
miss an opportunity for growth?  I mean I really prefer the mundane, the way things are and the things 
that I like, I like.  Why do they need to be challenged when they seem to work well for me so far!   
 

And that is just it for us I believe!  We lift up this Pentecost event in the life of the church and 
call it the start of the church precisely because God is still doing something new even today in the midst 
of stay at home orders and the like.  And it can challenge us in ways that we do not like.  This Acts text is 
pretty inclusive of different cultures and it should give us pause in how we craft policies that lift up the 
dignity of everyone as one example.   
 

  The poetic last section of the Acts text talks about prophesy and visions and dreams and wild 
chaos in the cosmos.  Begs the question for our ponderings this week and next – In what ways, and 
where, has the Spirit been present and given us a change of perspective through prophesy, visions, and 
dreams while we live through this era of the pandemic of Covid 19? 
 
Blessings to you as you ponder and are perplexed, comforted, and even irritated, at these texts along 
with me this week. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Jeff 


