
It is time for another segment of ponderings with PJ.  I hope that the stay at home time 

has had some benefit to us all in being able to slow down a bit, but I also realize that for quite a 

few of us, being stuck in place can eventually get to our mental state.  So, maybe just taking 

some time to reflect on the upcoming Sunday texts can give us some hope and help us know that 

eventually there will be some light at the end of this ordeal.  We know that we live in the Good 

Friday World. However, Jesus is Risen and that is enough for us Resurrection people to live, 

love, and care for the people by helping us know that we are slowing down this disease so our 

systems can be better able to react and care for those affected.   

 That being said, this Sunday coming up is the 4th Sunday in the liturgical Easter season 

and that is always the Good Shepherd day where we get a reading from John Chapter 10.  I have 

been leaning towards actually crafting a sermon on the 23rd Psalm, which is also assigned for this 

Sunday, but there is a verse in the Gospel text that has resonated with me this week. John 10:3, 

“The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice.  He calls his own sheep by 

name and leads them out.”  Now, in the biblical witness anytime naming or name changes occur 

we are to take notice because something big is about to happen or has happened, such as Jacob 

getting his named changed to Israel after wrestling with God.  So, knowing that, my mind was 

already off and wandering after I read that verse.   

Many of you with children have named them with names that have family significance or 

history.  Also, maybe they are named after a good friend, whose relationship has meant 

something to you.  Our own children’s middle names are where we have lifted up some of those 

significant names in the life of our family history.  Maybe, some of you were crazy, and just 

pulled a name out of a hat or used a book of names and kept reading it until you landed on one 

you liked. 

 Also, I think I am drawn to any verse that talks about names right now since my brain 

keeps wanting to spell the town of Mendon – Menden – with and “e” on the end.  Even though I 

know it is spelled with and “o”.  Names are important and so I am sure the good folks at Mendon 

will keep me on task to get it right.  I guess I will have to start referring to them by the church 

name “Salem” since my brain seems to have those easily all lined up. 

 If you can tell, this week I am trying to push the fact that names are important.  Also, we 

can attach much importance to them given our own life history and experiences. Jesus calls us 

each by name.  This text is very baptismal in that we have been called and nurtured and gathered 

for service in our daily life by the one who is our Good Shepherd – Jesus, the Risen Christ!  

Christ has Risen, Hallelujah! He has Risen indeed, Hallelujah! 

 

Maybe there is another verse in the text that has stuck with you this week but this is the one that 

has been living with me - happy ponderings 

  

Peace, 

Pastor Jeff 


