
I have been on many travels and journeys throughout my life, both physically and 

metaphorically. I can tell some pretty entertaining and funny stories about those many travels 

and being on the road.  Since I am a person who does not like to spend too much time on the 

road as my family will tell you.  I do like to get from point “A” to point “B” without too much 

fanfare and stopping etc., and it seems like there is always fanfare along the way somewhere, 

hence the stories of our travels.  

 

So, a Gospel story about being on the road (which there are many) evokes images for me 

of the many times I have been a traveler on life’s journey and all the colorful memories I have of 

being on the road.  Looking back on those journeys and speculating on the many more I hope I 

still have to take I can see where those roads have taken me and are still leading me and I a better 

person for having taken these journeys. 

 

For this week’s Ponderings with PJ, I thought I would just bring up this on the 

road/journey image for you readers out there to play with.  I will also give you all the first three 

paragraphs of a commentary that Eric Barreto, a new testament professor at Princeton wrote a 

few years ago concerning our assigned Gospel text for this Sunday and see where these images 

might take us. 

 

From Eric Barreto - Luke’s narratives take us on the road frequently. A journey brings 

Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem. A road is the narrative setting for the parable of the Good 

Samaritan. A road leads the prodigal back home to his father. Jesus sets his eyes toward 

Jerusalem in Luke 9:51 and travels there until 19:28; this is known among scholars as the travel 

narrative wherein we find some of the most distinctively Lukan contributions to the story of 

Jesus. 

 

The roads continue in the Book of Acts where, for instance, Paul encounters the risen 

Jesus on his way to Damascus. There is something about travel that evokes Luke’s literary and 

theological imagination. There is something about roads, the way roads bring us together, the 

way roads can pose a danger to us all, the way roads become a symbol of a faith on the move. 

 

It is poignant then that the narrative of these two disciples on the road to Emmaus draws 

us to the conclusion of the Third Gospel. The story is a narrative wonder. Irony, 

misunderstanding, drama, a reveal: these are components of powerful story. Moreover, a number 

of Lukan themes are woven together in this narrative: table fellowship, hospitality, faithfulness, 

discipleship. The scene on this road augurs the future of Christ’s church in the Lukan imagery. 

This will be a church on the move, sent out by a Jesus who walks alongside us even when we 

don’t recognize him. 

 

Happy pondering my friends – Be sure to tune into the Faith and Grace Facebook page or 

website under the info tab and catch our 3rd Sunday after Easter video service this Sunday! 

 


