
Welcome everybody to another round of ponderings with Pastor Jeff!  I took a short 

sabbatical from putting out some ponderings during the last half of Lent and Holy Week and 

Easter mostly due to other pastoral duties getting priority but today we are back in the saddle as 

they say.  So here we go – The texts assigned for this Sunday are Acts 4:32-35/Psalm 133/1John 

1:1-2:2/John 20:19-31. 

The acts reading is a bit unsettling to me even though on the surface it presents a picture 

of a harmonious community of followers. In all of my church life I have never seen or 

experienced a totally harmonious community.  Some get close now and again. So, here are a 

couple ponderings on this text.  Just see how well the things in this text might go over in your 

own congregation.  Being of one heart and soul may be a nice thing but it can also lead to group 

think which can be a very treacherous row to hoe.  Also, how easy would it be for those of us 

who could sell all our land and homes etc. to actually do it, for one thing, and then hand it over to 

the management of the apostles for distribution to those in need in the community.  This is an 

even bigger event that we can imagine because it also means handing over our authority and 

power to God, or at least those who claim to be the authorities of God in the community at the 

moment.  Some things never change – Stewardship of finances in the modern church is rife with 

our modern understandings of commerce etc.  It is hard to just give it away and let the Spirit do 

with it what it will and trust that the community will do with it what the Spirit wills because we 

always have an agenda deep within us about what we think should be done with our gifts or what 

we can get from or for them.  These four verses in acts are a deep, deep, challenge to us to be 

able to fully live into.  Luckily, we live within the grace of the Risen Lord! 

The gospel text in John is also piquing my interest a bit this week.  Probably will put a 

sermon together based on this text since I generally like to stick with the gospel texts for Sunday 

mornings.  With me it is usually a Greek issue that gets me going to some places and sometimes 

down some rabbit holes.  First off, the word doubt does not appear in this text in Greek so it is 

not “Doubting Thomas” but “Unbelieving or Faithless Thomas” according to the Greek 

words.  Nuanced I know but you know us human types – If we can boil it down to a pithy title or 

saying we will so we do not have to think too hard about it.  So, Doubting Thomas it is!  What in 

our life do we think we have a handle on because of the ease of which we can name and title it?  

Might be an interesting exercise to ponder this question for a bit and then write them all down 

and ponder if we really do know anything beyond the saying or title we have assigned.  Might be 

a ministry direction hidden in there somewhere, you never know. 

The Greek issue that has me wondering is that in this text we get another rendering of the 

“Office of the keys” – If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them and if you retain the 

sins of any they are retained.  The problem is that the Greek does not supply the word for sins in 

the second clause and there is a grammatical issue that renders the second clause something to 

the effect of whomever you all hold they are held – and so it is clear as mud that the second 

clause is talking about persons.  So, if we hold persons they are held.  That is dramatically 

different than what is translated.  I think our modern-day biblical scribes and editors had 

Matthew in mind and so just added the second “sins” to the clause.  It is a matter of putting our 

stuff into a text (eisegesis) instead of pulling out what is actually there (exegesis).  All this to say 

that we are not retaining sins.  We are forgiving them and then we are holding or retaining 

people.  This makes what happens with Thomas after this much deeper and more meaningful, at 

least to me.  Thomas refused to believe but the community held him close anyway and then he 

had an experience of the living Christ and he was transformed.  Let’s be the community that 



holds people until they have an encounter with the living Christ and maybe that encounter will 

even be through us. 

Anyway, these are my leadings and ponderings upon reading these couple of texts and I 

hope you have many more on your journey through this living word of God. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Jeff 


