
Here we are in the middle of Lent and we seem to be traveling through this liturgical 

season at warp speed.  In an effort to slow down and smell the roses here are some ponderings 

for you guessed it – another round of Ponderings with Pastor Jeff!  The texts assigned for this 

week are Numbers 21:4-9/Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22/Ephesians 2:1-10/John 3:14-21 

Never been much of a fan of snakes but here we have one being used, and recast, as a 

way to look forward to the cross on which Jesus will eventually be hung.  I will probably build a 

sermon around the Gospel text this Sunday which is embedded in the Nicodemus story.  There is 

always so much to concentrate on in any given biblical text but my first pondering for us is that 

when big things happen in the bible they usually happen in the higher places – so I wonder about 

when things get changed to a lower place or everyday place, what is the goal of the writer for us.  

We are all familiar with the sermon on the mount in Mathew but how many of us know that 

Luke uses the same story but slightly changes many of the blessings by giving them an urgency, 

but Luke also starts the Sermon on the mount by explicitly telling us that it is on the plain.  Okay, 

which is it – Mount or Plain? Have fun my friends pondering this one.  Think about when big 

things happen in the low places and what God might be asking us to pay attention to as well. 

Also, embedded in this gospel text is what might possibly be the most well-known new 

testament bible text, even for folks who do not claim Christianity - John 3:16!!  It is ubiquitous – 

we used to be able to see it all the time behind baskets or goal posts at NBA and NFL games as 

some evangelist was usually holding a sign with this text on it.  There is, however, as always, 

some nuanced Greek issues. Here is one - When I translated this text a few days ago this is what 

I came up with; In this way God loved the world by giving us the unique one, the “Son,” that 

all trusting or having faith into this way will not perish but have everlasting life (My wooden 

translation) We have done a disservice to our brothers and sisters of other faith traditions by 

translating the Greek “Pistis” as believe.  By the later scribes translating “Pistis” in this way we 

have become very exclusionary in our witness instead of this text saying that the way of 

sacrificial love is the way of God - and trust in that way to have life.  Which, is what Jesus is 

trying to get Nicodemus to see.  But he has trouble and the woman at the well in the next chapter 

does not. 

Back to snakes.  In our Numbers text God had given the snakes as a punishment for all 

the grumbling going on but then Moses prays for them and God breaks God’s own law about 

graven images etc. and says look at this snake (The symbol of evil treachery) and be healed.  I 

guess even God has to change how God operates with us goofy humans who cannot seem to just 

be grateful about not being slaves in Egypt but have to complain about how long we have to wait 

for the next step.  Imagine living with Covid Restrictions for 40 years.  In our Numbers text, if 

we were to read a few verses beforehand, God had helped the Hebrews with a major military 

victory and then they start complaining again fast – oh well what are you going to do eh? 

One pondering out of the Ephesians text is that of epistemology.  Basically, that word 

means how do we know things.  Most of don’t really know things because that requires way too 

much work on our part and even a bit of vulnerability to be open to information that legitimately 

counters our set ways of being.  We all have a tough time with this especially in our sound bite 

culture that we live in now.  I am picking up on verse 2:2 in Ephesians where it talks about 

following the ruler of the air.  The uncritical air that we breathe without having to think too hard 

about it - Paul calls this death and trespasses.  One would think we would do better then, if we 

took this text to heart, but we do not.  At least he does not leave us here in this text and lifts up 

the Grace of Christ in Jesus as the air that we now breathe.  The pondering is this - Do we really 

breath the air of Christ or do we breathe the air of…? (name it for yourselves) 



 

Blessings on your ponderings this week, 

Pastor Jeff 

 

 


