
Once again, we are here towards the end of the week for another round of Ponderings 

with PJ.  The texts assigned from the Revised Common Lectionary for this up-coming Sunday 

are; Exodus 20:1-17/Psalm 19/1Corinthians 1:18-25/John 2:13-22.  I am getting them out late 

again due to a crazy Lenten schedule catching up to me but hopefully they can still be a jumping 

off point for you own pondering even if a day late!  I am leaning towards a sermon on the 

Corinthians text since I used the Gospel text as a reading for the reflection on touch and feeling 

at our Wednesday gathering this past week. The Hebrew Bible text out of Exodus is one of the 

ten commandment texts so that is also always ripe with possibilities, but I have not settled on 

anything yet so you will be surprised if you tune in or come in person. 

Here we go!  It is okay to be mad and have emotion – I Don’t know if any counselor types out 

there would recommend fashioning a whip and turning over tables as a way to cope with your 

anger but Jesus in our Gospel reading was definitely more than just upset – HE WAS 

MAD/ANGRY!!  He was angry because people were gathering for the celebratory festival of the 

Passover and were going through the purification rites before the celebration begins and the 

temple had been turned into a money-making scheme and marketplace instead of the preparation 

place for getting ready to participate in the Paschal celebration.  So, I guess this text might be 

driving us to take stock of what is making us emotional and let those emotions become the driver 

of our prayer life and discernment and just maybe we might see a ministry direction from God. 

This text also comes towards the end in the synoptic gospels and is the last straw that gets 

Jesus ultimately crucified but in John it is towards the beginning of the Gospel right after the first 

sign of changing of the water into wine.  So, John’s placement of the story might also have some 

importance for us.  The community that John was writing for was a group of followers who had 

been kicked out of the synagogue so there might also be a jab at the temple authorities because of 

that action.  My pondering here is to think about how having a problem with authority has hurt or 

helped the church community and people within those systems.  There are many ways to go with 

this text and I will leave those up to God as you get move through your reading and engaging. 

 One last thing at least for me as read through the texts initially is how many times I have 

been foolish and survived foolishness in my life and how sometimes it has actually helped me 

and at other times “oops.”  I also like to think of myself as having lived a life that has been full 

of experiences that have given me a sense of some wisdom alongside the educational 

opportunities that I have been privileged to be a part of and then I read in Corinthians, “I will 

destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”  Oh well – I 

guess I am not God after all! Pretty much Martin Luther’s definition of sin is that we curve in on 

ourselves.  That means even the good that we do we might have to confess so we do not fall into 

the trap of self-righteousness. 

 

Blessings on your ponderings, 

 

Pastor Jeff 

 


