
Welcome once again to the meandering ponderings of Pastor Jeff.  Sorry it is a day late but 
pastoral duties sometimes get in the way of getting these out on Thursday afternoon.  The texts 
assigned for this Sunday are Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16/Psalm 22:23-31/Romans 4:13-25/Mark 8:31-38.  I 
still, as of today, do not know where a sermon might land on these texts but I am swirling around the 
Gospel text and the Romans text – you will have to come, or tune in to the website or Facebook page on 
Sunday and see and hear where I end up. 

Starting with the text from Mark there are a few initial thoughts on my first reading of the text.  
Number one is that I do not ever recall being called or calling someone Satan.  I do believe that there are 
demonic systems out there and that living within those systems can cause us to make decisions that can 
certainly be thought of as demonic both personally and collectively. Peter, in the verses just before our 
assigned text this Sunday confesses that Jesus is the Messiah and then Jesus tells him what that means 
and Peter just doesn’t get it and then rebukes Jesus for it and Jesus turns around and calls Peter Satan.  
In Matthew 16, Jesus even says, “that upon this rock I will build my church,” referring to Peter.  I guess 
this should give us come comfort knowing that the church gets it and doesn’t get it, and in the end, 
Jesus still says, “forgive them because they know not what they do.”  To me, it still seems over the top 
to call someone Satan.  How do we address truly evil things if we cannot call it satanic?  That is my 
dilemma with this part of the text.  It is one of the questions that M. Scott Peck wrestles with in his book 
The People of The Lie 

Number two - Is there is an identity piece going on here?  Once again, in the verses just before 
the assigned text Jesus is asking, “who do people say that I am,” and after some discussion Peter blurts 
out the Messiah!  Jesus sternly tells them not to tell anybody.  In other words, you have seen all this 
great stuff up to this point but that is not the identity of the Messiah.  The identity of the Messiah is as 
the one who suffers for the sake of the world.  Martin Luther identified suffering as one of the marks of 
the church.  It would be an interesting exercise to ask the where the suffering in the church is in our 
culture in North America.  It is harder to identify for us I think than for other contexts.  If, in fact, Jesus is 
the suffering Messiah who gives it to us hard by calling us Satan for wanting to revel in the Theology of 
Glory, just who are we as Christians then, and what are we called to be in the contexts in which we find 
ourselves planted at any given moment? Hefty questions for pondering.  I remember my wife telling me 
about an exercise that she participated in at a retreat one time and the participants had to one by one 
take the top five things that they had thought of as part of their identity and the last one she had was 
baptized child of God and she refused to take that away because at the core that was who she was after 
everything was taken away.  For those of you wanting explore this line of inquiry deeper and further the 
theological category that this falls under is called Christology.   

The Romans text is connected in a way because it gets at the core of our identity as Christians as 
coming through faith which is a gift of grace from God and not any system of behaviors that we do.  We 
respond to the love of God for us to our neighbor because of the love of Christ on the cross.  It goes 
something like this – Because God first loved us, we respond in love.  Well, that is probably enough for 
us all to chew on and after you read through or have read through the texts there is probably a whole 
lot more pondering going on with this living word of God.  I hope it continues to do something within 
you each and every time you encounter the words. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Jeff 


