
Hard to believe we are starting our 41st week of Ponderings with Pastor Jeff.  I hope that all of 
you who have been reading along these past 40 weeks have at least found some nugget that has stuck 
with you and caused you to ponder the living word of God in some new way or even have some old 
understandings come more into focus.  The texts for this first Sunday of Lent are Genesis 9:8-
17/Psalm25:1-10/1Peter 3:18-22 and Mark 1:9-15. 
 Once again, I am going to stick with the Gospel for my ponderings but The Genesis reading is 
loaded and does let us know that, every time we see a rainbow, we should be reminded of God’s grace 
for us in the new creation after the flood.  That whole cycle is worth more than ponderings and is 
something that needs to have a deeper study attached to it.  It is my hope to be able to spend a little 
more intentionality in the Christian Education of the parish once we can be a bit more open and meet 
again.  Be sure to read through and take note of anything that catches you and live with it. 
 Here we go with the Gospel of Mark.  The first thing to note is that we have encountered part of 
this text fairly recently at the start of the Epiphany season with the Baptism of Jesus.  We just finished 
the Epiphany season with the Transfiguration and both times we get a voice talking about Jesus the 
beloved. I still don’t know where I am going with a sermon on this text since I put one together not that 
very many weeks ago on a piece of this text. 
 There is an interesting Greek issue.  Those of you who follow these notes know that I am prone 
to noting those if it tweaks me in any way.  The Greek says that Jesus was baptized “into” the Jordan.  
Earlier in verse 5 before we get to our reading today the Greek talks about the people being baptized 
“in” the Jordan and the writer uses the common Greek preposition for that which is different from this 
text this week.  This text also says that the Spirit as a dove comes down “into” Jesus in the Greek.  Most 
of our English translations say that it descends “on” him.  I think there is something there with the 
writers use of “into” in the Greek as it pertains to Jesus.  Jesus is fully and totally submerged and infused 
with the baptism and Holy Spirit and therefore was the prophet to completely renounce the old social 
order as Osvaldo Vena talks about in his commentary. 
 The second thing is the Greek talks about the heavens being ripped open right away in chapter 
one at Jesus’ baptism and then the veil being torn in chapter fifteen of Mark’s gospel.  I cannot help but 
think there is a connection here at the beginning coming to full fruition at the end.  The law cannot 
separate people from God at Baptism and the veil in the temple cannot any longer keep people 
separated from God.  Has me thinking about times we feel separated from God’s presence and what 
does this gospel tell us about God’s ubiquitous presence in Jesus. 
 A couple last sentences for you to ponder on this text as I am reading it right now.  Jesus was 
from Nazareth which was considered a low place of honor.  The backwater, if you will, as we all 
understand that meaning.  That is why at the beginning of John in Chapter one Nathanael asks if 
anything good can come out of Nazareth.  When the voice says this is my Son the Beloved that lifts up all 
those places that society has considered low and gives them the beloved of God status through Jesus. As 
Osvaldo Vena comments again in his writing on this text, “God invites people to see the world from the 
margins of society.” 
 These are my ponderings at this moment and they are always subject to change.  Such is the 
way of the living word.  Sometimes we even disagree with it and it irritates us and at other times we are 
comforted beyond measure.  Anyway, happy ponderings my friends. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Jeff 


