
Welcome again to the weekly ponderings of Pastor Jeff on the upcoming texts for this Sunday in 

the Revised Common Lectionary.  The texts assigned this week are Isaiah 40:21-31/Psalm 147:1-

11, 20c/1Corinthians 9:16-23/Mark 1:29-39.  As most of you will knew by now if you have been 

following along with these ponderings, I generally tend to stick with the Gospel texts for the 

most part and today is no different.  So here goes; 

 

This Gospel is fast - think about it - Jesus is baptized, tempted, preaching through Galilee, 

calling some disciples, preaching, teaching, healing in the synagogue, Healing/Raising Simon 

Mother-in-law, curing the sick, and casting out demons – ALL IN THE FIRST CHAPTER - and 

after all of this up to this point in chapter one he cleanses a leper before we can even get to 

chapter Two – Jesus is a bit busy here with messy ministry.  As you might have picked up from 

my ponderings that I try to introduce a bit of Greek exegesis into my ponderings for you and this 

week you get the mother load from me on the Gospel text and I am even being nice given how 

much I could have done.  Welcome to the world of text study my friends! 

 

Some Greek issues that might help with your ponderings, sometimes they also just serve to 

confuse me further and that is okay also since it means we might be being pushed by the Spirit to 

investigate further. 

 

“Diakonia” (server) Same word used for the angels waiting on Jesus in the desert after the 

temptations in 1:14 – This is more than just she made some dinner cakes for them etc. and 

cleaned up after words as our mid 1950’s 20th century stereotype would automatically envision - 

This is AGAPE serving which is sacrificial love for the sake of our neighbor - This text has been 

one of the texts used by us chauvinist males to say, “See the women’s role is not…but it is to 

serve the men who are doing the work”  Luckily, we have evolved since first century Palestine, 

but even so if you try to argue that she was a woman of her times the Greek Mark chose to use 

lets us know that she is behaving in a divine way as the angels and later as Jesus would as he 

went to the cross – because the Markan writer could have used any number of other words for 

serve but he chose that particular word “Diakonia” which has more the connotation of ministry 

rather than just serving at tables. 

 

“Puretos” Fire/Fever (symbol for death and for punishment and also for cleansing in the biblical 

literature) In other words, my pondering here is that maybe this is a story about how Jesus helped 

this sick woman leave her baggage behind and live into a new reality in Jesus in service as the 

angels serve. 

 

“Eyeiren” To raise up – very specific word referring to resurrection - because the normal word 

to lift up or rise is “anabaino” which, a form of is also used once in our text this week but 

“Eyeirew” is used in a bunch of the healing stories of Mark – 1:31 in our text assigned for this 

week, 2:9 (Paralytic stand up…)  2:11 (again stand up and go home) 3:3 (Come forward – the 

man with the withered hand) 5:41 (Talitha cum get up little child) A story which happens right 

after the casting out of the legion into the pigs from the Gerasene Demoniac 9:27 (After casting 

out the demon from the boy he lifted him up) – At the end of the Gospel of Mark in verse 16:6 it 

says the angel says he was raised – The women are told to go back to Galilee and you will see 

him there just as he told you.  It is important for us the readers here because this is Mark’s way 

of telling us, the readers, if we did not get it the first time go back and read it again and then right 



away the first resurrection story is found in chapter one – Our Isaiah reading hints in this 

direction also by having the prophet remind in prose who sits on high from the beginning and if 

you don’t know go back and revisit and reread and ponder the Torah again. 

 

This text also seems to be a way to discuss healing in a different way than we generally 

understand it.  Yes, she was healed from her fever but she will eventually succumb to something 

and die.  People who are suffering with terminal diseases can read these texts as very hurtful 

because they wonder hey Jesus what about me. Healing in this text might be different in that 

Jesus is letting us know that resurrection is this way of sacrificial love service and that 

relationships and communities that are whole are most important.  We must be careful here not 

to equate sacrificial love service with allowing abuse because we are called to be serving that is 

not what this text is saying! Just my ponderings here - go where the text might take you. 

 

 Resurrection is all over the place in this Gospel!!!!!!!  The Greek for Healed is ‘Therapiea’ – 

Service, Care, Healing - So we are raised up in our baptism from death to life for Healing, 

Service, Care – In other words AGAPE love 

 

I highly recommend reading the 1Corinthians text since it has many ponderings within it and 

they are probably more readily addressed in a sermon or longer study than these ponderings 

allow. 

 

Once again blessed ponderings my friends 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Jeff 

 

 

 

 


