
Glad to be back at once again for Thursday Ponderings with Pastor Jeff.  Here it goes for 

this week’s upcoming texts!  The texts are Deuteronomy 18:15-20/Psalm 111/1Corinthians 8:1-

13/Mark 1:21-28.  As I was looking through some of my old sermon notes on the Mark text, I 

discovered that I had put together a themes page as I was studying this Gospel text previously.  

So here are the themes that I had come up with before. (Also, I think I might incorporate these 

into the front end of my sermon – we will have to wait and see where they move me.) 

Theme #1 - The group in the synagogue were not the same as us (They were under 

occupation) The group gathered was under Roman occupation which carried with it its own set 

of problems, especially because the religious leaders were in collusion with the Romans mostly 

for self-preservation. 

Theme #2 - Authority – Jesus comes speaking with authority “Exousian” in the Greek – 

which is the authority of the office, so to speak, not necessarily just raw power that would be 

“Dunamis” in the Greek.  We get our word Dynamite from it! - But Jesus speaks with authority 

of the office.  The writer of Mark’s gospel gets a little dig into the scribes here in verse 22 by 

saying at the end of this verse that they did not speak with the authority of the office like Jesus 

did.  They were supposed to be the ones that did but Jesus is doing it instead. 

Theme #3 - Power and Control (Scapegoating) – We like to think we have power and 

control and autonomy over our lives in this context we call the United States of AMERICA – 

BUT in reality we don’t - and when we come face to face with that realization our anxiety kicks 

up and we can begin to scapegoat others and other groups in order to gain some of our control 

over the chaos back – we gather as groups of like-minded people and organize in groups of like-

minded organizations and we vilify anybody else – such is the nature of our collective sin.  None 

of us are immune to manipulation by the powers that be from this sort of scapegoating.  There is 

a theological theory of atonement that says the Jesus is the last scapegoat.  It was a practice 

during the day of atonement to send a goat out into the wilderness to carry the sins of the people 

away and thereby saving the community from itself.  Obviously, we need to look a little closer to 

Jesus on the cross again since this scapegoating is used so often as a way to wedge us against 

others. 

Theme #4 - Comfort - So, when a person or group comes in screaming at us like the 

gentleman in our text who appears out of nowhere and he/they indicate that he/they are worried 

that we might be getting ready to destroy him/them, we are a little shocked to have our comfort 

challenged – And when Jesus commands healing in the midst of it, we are shocked and ask, 

“What is this some kind of new teaching that disturbs our norms?”  Can you imagine this 

happening in our congregation today?  I am wondering in these ponderings who is really wanting 

to come into our space and ask us for healing?  Those who are bound by whatever but would not 

dare to enter our places of comfortable coziness because of perceived shaming treatment etc.  I 

don’t know, just speculating – These are ponderings after all        

I also, very much like the beginning of the 1Corinthian text, where Paul basically says 

that all things are lawful but not everything is beneficial.  We could write a book of ponderings 

on this text alone.  This text was used by me and many others to talk about wearing masks during 

the pandemic.  We may have the right to not wear one if we so please but it certainly is not 

beneficial to our neighbors.  Also, once again reading this text communally – What is the 

community fornicating with that is getting in the way of the true witness of Christ? We have 

many idols that if we think about it get in the way of many things. Think about how we view 

patriotism in this country.  While patriotism is not a bad thing and we all should have a healthy 



dose of it - It can, and has, at times become a God unto itself if we let it.  Paul is fond of 

preaching Christ crucified and Jesus is Lord and that is all we stand on as a community.   

 

Well, I hope you read through all the texts and sit and ponder for awhile as I do. Be sure to tune 

in or attend in person if you feel safe doing so to see where I end up at least this week with a 

sermon. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Jeff 

 

 


