
Back at again for another week’s worth of Ponderings with PJ.  This week’s texts are Jonah 3:1-
5/Psalm 62:5-12/1Corinthians 7:29-31/Mark 1:14-20.  I am going to stick with the Gospel text for my 
ponderings today but I encourage you to read through the other readings – Jonah is always fun – and it 
is interesting to lift up the 1Corinthians text where it talks about the appointed time has grown short 
and think about that in terms of the Gospel text where the time has been fulfilled in Jesus.  The word 
used for time in each of these texts is “Kairos” and not “Kronos” so it has a more mystical outside of 
chronological time understanding and more of God time understanding.  Anyway, here goes some 
Gospel ponderings. 

The first thing that pops out at me is that last week in the OT reading God is pestering Samuel 
and finally after pestering him three times on the fourth try Eli figures out that it is God and tells Samuel 
to listen this time.  I was at one of the other congregations that make up the great Faith and Grace 
Parish for their congregational meeting and so Pastor Reep stepped in at Immanuel.  She gave a great 
sermon on how God sometimes has to nudge us a few times before we recognize that it is God – or, 
maybe even when we do recognize that it is God calling, we will still say, “Hold on there for a minute 
and let me think about this for a while.”  But in our Gospel text for this upcoming Sunday Jesus calls and 
the text plainly says that immediately they left and followed.  So, in the space of a week, we have two 
extremes of responses to God’s call.  We tend to either stop and think about it for awhile while we 
wonder if it is okay and we can push through our fear or we go with the immediately response without 
even thinking about what the consequences might be.  Has me thinking that God is always calling us and 
no matter how we end up answering that call with all of our human reactions and responses to it God is 
always calling us.  Also has me thinking about Moses in the chapter 3 of Exodus where God calls in a 
freaky sighting of a burning bush and Moses gives all these reasons why he cannot be the one that God 
wants for this job.  Somehow if we can get to the place where we understand that God equips just 
maybe we can see the ministry that has been put before us.  There is also the possibility that God will 
call us into some places where we do not want to go like Jonah being called to the Ninevites and then 
we are mad when it turns out like God said it would because we don’t think those people deserve it! 
 One other thing that interests me in this text at this moment is the first couple of verses where 
Jesus is basically taking over for John because John has been arrested and Jesus says, “The time has 
been fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”  This is 
great news, right?  Of Course, the good news is sight to the blind, economic recovery to the poor, etc. 
and let’s face it we really do not want all that good news sometimes because it comes at our expense, to 
people we do not think deserve it for whatever reasons. (We can be Jonah can’t we)  

But I think there is a much more subtle thing going on in this text because when I was translating 
the text a couple days ago, I underlined the Greek word that is used for “leaving” the nets, and the boat, 
and their father behind.  I just wanted to explore it a little further after I got the text translated and 
when I looked it up in the lexicon it had an interesting meaning domain.  Abandon/Let Go/Pardon or 
Send Away/Leave Behind!  I believe that Mark is giving us a reminder of the grace of God in Jesus here.  
Believe in the Good News and leave behind all that you have known or thought about or think you know 
and follow Jesus the one who makes things new.  That which has bogged you down or that you have not 
been able to forgive yourself for, or that which is keeping the systems from lifting up the poor and the 
downtrodden - leave it all behind you and send it away – AND FOLLOW ME!  Pretty freeing concept 
indeed if we can latch onto it! 
 
Blessed ponderings my friends 
Pastor Jeff 

 


