
Welcome one an all to another installment of ponderings with PJ.  It does seem like every 
Thursday creeps up on us in a matter of a few short days but here we are again.  The texts assigned for 
this Sunday in the Revised Common Lectionary are 1Samuel/Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18/1Corinthians 6:12-
20/John 1:43-51. 

The first thing that is somewhat serendipitous for me is that a good part of the Gospel reading is 
what the Synod’s dwelling in the word text has been and will be for another month.  Every meeting we 
start out with a reading and reflection on the dwelling in the word and by using the same text for awhile 
in a group of folks it is amazing all the different things that people notice about a text.  Here are a few 
ponderings from the last time I read through our assigned Gospel.  There are three instances of the use 
of the Greek word for found! Five if you were to read the verses just before our assigned text.  Have you 
ever heard the phrase, “I have found Jesus” or “He/She found Jesus” It is hardly ever understood in the 
reverse, “Jesus found me or us.”  Well here in our text we get it both ways.  Jesus found Philip and said, 
“follow me” and then Philip told Nathanael that he had found Jesus.  Sometimes we might wonder if 
Jesus has left the scene and is absent from the life of the faithful and the world in general and we are 
left searching only to find that Jesus has been with us along.  So, I think it is a both/and situation.  We 
search and Jesus always finds us because he is always there.  The text basically intimates that Jesus 
pretty much knows everything about Nathanael already even though Nathanael did not know him. 

The second pondering from this text is one that always sticks with me every time I read it.  
Nathanael asks, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  We just cannot help ourself and fall into 
the comparison trap.  We have all been victims of this sort of thinking and even might have perpetrated 
upon others at times.  Can anything good come out of the little congregations that make up Faith and 
Grace Parish?  They are just little rural backwaters don’t you know.  See how easy it is to get dismissed 
using this language.  Of course, great Gospel witness can come out of everywhere and the history of the 
three congregations that make up Faith and Grace Parish prove that. So there Nathanael!! If I could stick 
my tongue out in jest at him I would but that would not be very nice. 

Which leads to the last pondering from the Gospel text and that is that Nathanael gets invited to 
“come and see.” There are many things that cloud our vision.  God will put things in front of us to be 
blessed by our ministry work and sometimes we just don’t see it because of our lack of sight.  The 
question for you all out there reading is, “what is clouding your vision today both personally and 
collectively as a community.”  It is always amazing when we start doing this hard work of this self-
evaluating ministries miraculously seem to appear out of nowhere because we are starting to remove 
the log from our eyes. 

I will mention the 1Corinthians text because I did have one pondering cross into my mind as I 
read it through.  We always tend to personalize these texts when they are meant to read as the whole 
community.  When Paul is talking about the members of Christ not prostituting themselves it is a bigger 
picture that he might be talking about.  What does the Christian community attach itself to (fornicate 
with) that gets in the way of the word of grace for all.  That is a much deeper and harder reflection 
because it involves the Christian witness of the community and the things that it has held dear that 
might actually be idolatrous.  Just a pondering for you all to live with as do I. 

The Samuel reading starts out telling us that Eli’s eyesight is failing so my ponderings above 
might fit here.  Then the text goes on to tell us Samuel hears from God three times in the middle of the 
night and finally Eli figures it out and tells him it is from God so next time listen.  Then, when the Lord 
calls again, Samuel listens, and God tells him that he is going to come down hard on Eli because Eli did 
not call out his family’s bad behavior, even though he knew about it.  Samuel is reluctant to tell Eli this 
of course, but Eli says it is OK, and he accepts God’s edicts on him and Samuel grows and takes over 
leadership.  Transfer of leadership in general can be a time of anxiety especially when there is shift in 
how things are done.  Eli is a model for us when he states at the end of our text, “It is the Lord; let him 
do what seems good to him.”  At the time of Eli there was a growing distrust and corruption in the 



priestly class around the tent of the Ark of the temple, and so, Samuel who was not a priest, but a 
prophet, went out of the temple to spread the news of God.  As Cory Driver states in his commentary, 
“This represents a departure from the temple being the center of the biblical story.”  There may be 
some parallels in this text to our current political situation in our system – I do not know but it might be 
worth pondering for us also. 

There you go – should be plenty to chew on for the next couple of days as you all get ready to 
hear these words read in the context of worship and live with them working in you that which is pleasing 
and aggravating at the same time.  That is what makes this word profound and life giving for us. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Jeff 


