
Good afternoon everyone!  We are back with your Thursday musings based on the revised 
common Lectionary texts assigned for each Sunday!  We have taken a brief hiatus during the Advent and 
Christmas seasons but we are now back for you viewing pleasure.  The texts assigned for this Sunday 
which is commonly known as the Baptism of our Lord Sunday are Genesis 1:1-5 – Psalm 29 – Acts 19:1-7 
and Mark 1:4-11.  I don’t quite know yet where I might end up sermon wise but there are a few things 
that have caught my eye.  

 
 In the Genesis text we have the wind of God moving over the waters with a purposeful 

directness to demand order out of the chaos and in the Gospel text we have the movement of water 
again bringing about a cosmic break and then the Spirit or Wind or Breath of God, if you will, coming 
down in the form of a dove into Jesus.  The Greek here is interesting because it uses the word “EIS” 
which is basically the word for “into.”  Water then has POWER!  What does it mean to think about the 
Spirit entering and becoming one with Jesus at his baptism and then by extension at our baptism into 
the Triune God? 
 

Melinda Quivick also brings up an interesting point to ponder about the Mark text in that we are 
told something about John that makes him known to us in his humanity.  We know what he wears and 
eats and that he lives out in the wilderness of the Jordan.  But Jesus remains a mystery.  We do not get 
described in detail his clothes or diet or where he lives.  He just shows up from out of nowhere to be 
baptized and then we are off to the races.  Where has Jesus shocked you with his appearance from 
seemingly out of nowhere.  Sometimes God puts ministry right in front of our face and we fail to 
recognize it and bless it for any number of reasons.  One of which may be because we have not been 
aware of the mysterious Jesus standing in front of us.  It is a reminder to us of our Lutheran 
understanding of baptism that we are walking wet daily.  I am reminded of Luther’s small catechism in 
the Morning Prayer and in the Baptism sections that we should wake up in the morning make the sign of 
the cross, say the Lord’s prayer, and remember that we are baptized.  I know that If we can do this then 
the sudden appearance of Jesus directing ministry in our midst will be easily seen.  I know of two Faith 
and Grace parish examples off the top of my head where this has happened.  One is the van that was 
purchased by Salem for a person who had special physical needs and the other is the opening of the 
Community For Christ Assistance Center (CFCAC) in Camp Point 17 years ago, which has grown by leaps 
and bounds and is still going strong today.  I am sure that as I continue to hear your stories there will be 
many more instances of Jesus appearing and ministry for the sake of the neighbor being blessed 
 

The Acts text brings up another point that I always am fond of reminding folks about and that is 
that the baptism by John is different than the baptism by Jesus!  The baptism of John is of repentance, 
which is not a bad thing, but it is not the baptism of Jesus which includes the Holy Spirit infusing the 
baptized and they now becoming part of the beloved and well pleased.  Have you ever thought of 
yourself as the beloved and well pleased of God?  We concentrate so much on our sinfulness so much of 
the time because we know the state of the world that sometimes we forget that we are also the beloved 
of God! 
 

Anyhow, these are a few of my thoughts up to this point.  We will see where they take me this 
Sunday.  Happy ponderings my friends and may this living word of God startle you and give you comfort 
at the same time. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Jeff 


