
Thirty-three weeks of meandering thru some of the assigned lectionary texts for each 

Sunday and it is always amazing to me the number of things to think about and ponder that this 

can only be the living word of God.  I barely touch the surface most weeks but here is another go 

of it for you all out there.  The texts this Sunday are Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18/Psalm 90:1-8, 

12/1Thessalonians 5:1-11/Matthew 25:14-30 

Pondering number one is that the Gospel reading from Matthew is a good text believe it 

or not to be pondering a few Sundays before the Thanksgiving Holiday in the United States.  One 

talent is worth somewhere around 1,000 bucks in today’s parlance so the Lord is being generous 

with these gifts.  And the Lord expects us to be generous with those gifts also and then it will 

return double. 

 Pondering number two is that the Lord goes away for a long, long, time.  We tend to 

think that the Lord is gone on a vacation trip or something but the Greek is pretty clear that it is a 

long, long, time.  We live in a culture of what have you done for me lately and instantaneous 

gratification of our needs. So, I think it is important to ponder this part of the Gospel reading just 

a little bit as we are creeping up on the Advent Season.  I know that many stores pretty much 

have all of the Christmas stuff out and ready to go out the door already.  This is even before we 

have our thanksgiving gatherings, which in a way, is a day of slowing down and pondering that 

for which we have been given and to give thanks.   

 Pondering number three is that we are to share the wealth generously as our Lord gives it 

to us and have it return double fold.  The third slave buried the gift and was rebuked because the 

text says he knew that the Lord had reaped where he did not sow and gathered from that seed 

which he did not scatter.  This is a pretty inclusive statement if you ask me!  The Lord reaps and 

harvests everybody, even those that do not belong and if you invest your gifts with those who are 

outside of yourself it will return double to you. To the third slave the Lord basically says that you 

had the ability to help build relationship and healing and forgiveness and redemption and dignity 

with the gift that was given you and you did nothing?! Go into the outer darkness then because 

obviously that is where you want to be.  Just imagine the joy of the feast that you have missed 

out on and are missing out on now because of your fear.  I have often reminded folks that the 

opposite of faith is not doubt but fear and fear will stop us in our tracks and cause us to do much 

damage and harm to God’s creation if we allow it.  Remember the third slave was given a 

generous gift also and was not left out of the equation. 

Pondering number four is along the lines of pondering number two above.  The 

Zephaniah text just like last week’s Amos text takes aim at our rituals that only seem to produce 

complacency in them and a sort arrogance that they are in God’s favor so they do not have to 

take care of the widow and the orphan etc.  God says the Day of the Lord will not be what you 

think it will be.  But for my pondering I want to lift up verse seven at the start of our reading this 

Sunday where it says, “Be silent before the Lord God!”  We have quite a bit of noise going on all 

around us right now with crazy elections and a Covid 19 pandemic still rearing its ugly head at 

us to name just a couple of the noise makers.  To be able to be silent before God is a hard 

discipline.  Can you imagine if we just started or built into our worship life together 5 minutes of 

silence?  I bet it would seem like several hours to those of us gathered for worship to sit for 5 

minutes. 

Well that seems enough to chew on for the next couple of days. Happy ponderings my 

friends and may you be challenged and comforted by this living word. 

Peace,  

Pastor Jeff 


