
Welcome one and all to a very brief pondering with PJ this week as compared to last 

week. This Sunday we will be celebrating All Saints Sunday where will remember those saints 

who have gone before us – those Saints present among us now - and those saints that are yet to 

come.  The texts for All Saints Sunday are different from the regular lectionary texts just like 

Reformation Sunday last week.  This week, however, we are using the Special Texts for the day 

which are Matthew 5:1-12 (Beatitudes) Psalm 34:1-10, 22 Revelation 7:9-17 and 1John 3:1-3. 

While I was spending some time translating the Greek a couple of days ago, I was 

stumped on the word “paracleytheysontai.”  Say that real fast three times in a row       I could see 

that it had the root word, paraclete in it, but could not find anything else.  Paraclete is used of the 

Holy Spirit and so I highlighted it and figured I would get back to it at a later time.  This word 

occurs in verse 4 of the Matthew reading.  Well, as luck would have it, I was reading a 

commentary on this text and the commenter brought up this particular word.   So, I took it as a 

sign of course!  My personal translation that I woodenly came up with is, “Privileged recipients 

of Divine favor are the mourning ones because they will be comforted with a mediator who will 

walk alongside and appear on their behalf.” The standard smoother English gloss in the NRSV 

is, “Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be consoled.”  

So, the pondering for me that is rubbing up in my brain is, “What does it mean for those 

who are mourning to have an advocate with them speaking on their behalf?”  We always tend to 

read mourning the death of a loved one in this text but what if it is broader than that and based on 

the Greek text, we can certainly broaden it out to grief of any kind.  Communities grieving 

hunger, injustice, violence etc. and then God says they are recipients of Divine favor and will 

have an advocate with them.  Maybe, we as the Christian community, have a calling in this one 

little verse.  We are to advocate for those on the outside of the gate without hope.  This would 

certainly be a counter-cultural way of living out the Gospel but definitely would take some 

transformation of our understanding of mission. 

There is a second pondering that I always like folks to reflect upon during All Saints 

Sunday.  We tend to treat this day as if it is a sort of memorial service for those we have lost in 

the past year and by extension all those who have gone on into the church triumphant from our 

friends and family systems etc. But that is only a small piece of the day. The bigger theme is the 

Saints that are present NOW and the work of the kingdom through those Saints bringing about 

healing, wholeness, redemption and grace today.  Which in turn helps us look forward to those 

who will come after us spreading the gospel of grace in the future. 

 

Happy ponderings my fellow travelers, 

Pastor Jeff 


