
Well here we are again for another episode of Ponderings with Pastor Jeff.  Hard to 

believe that we have been at this for 30 lectionary weeks.  Epistemology is the first pondering 

word for today.  Without getting too much into the etymology of the word it basically means 

how we know things.  Our Reformation Gospel is from John Chapter 8:31-36.  We will be 

sticking with the Matthew 22:34-46 reading this reformation Sunday so we can continue our 

reading through Matthew.  However, I am briefly lifting up the John reading because we get the 

well-known line…and you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.  The truth being 

that Jesus is the Son of God but digging a little further for your ponderings I want you all out 

there to really think about - how do you know things?  What do you lift up as the truth?  We live 

in the era of “fake news” even though most of it is not fake but some of it is definitely biased and 

dis-informative.  How do we discern?  I am challenging us in this pondering because to truly 

know things takes much harder work that just spouting something that we heard some cable 

news pundit say.  It takes article reviews and then reading through all the peer reviewed articles 

and then talking with the authors and journalists who have covered those things we wish to know 

about and spending at least 6 months to a year researching and grinding until we have a general 

idea about the subject matter.  And even then, we may not know the full “Truth.”  Who wants to 

do all that?  So, we are lazy at times and do not want to do that hard work and believe me I am 

no different. This theme of truth does run throughout the Gospel of John.  I think Pilate’s 

question to Jesus in the 18th chapter is relevant for all time when he asks, “what is truth?” 

Now onto the Matthew 22 text for this Sunday’s lectionary reading and pondering 

number 2.  We have skipped a story between last weeks reading and this text. It is where the 

Sadducees come into the picture and ask Jesus about whose wife the woman would be in heaven 

if during her lifetime each successive husband dies and the next brother marries her and this 

happens seven times with seven brothers.  Quite frankly, I would be scared as one of the brothers 

to marry her if all my brothers before kept dying after marrying her - but I digress.       The thing 

that I am living with is in Matthew 22:40 and the word for “Hang.”  It is an obscure Greek form 

of the word that you have to find a different lexical form to get at the meaning.  And in that 

meaning there are several understandings that can be brought forward.  It is genius writing if you 

ask me since the extra meanings are Hang on a Tree/Crucify/Millstone Hung Around the 

Neck.  Ponder this everyone.  What does it mean that to love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and mind/understanding and to love your neighbor as yourself is what is hung on the tree 

with Jesus?  My mind is wandering off in a million directions with that one. 

Pondering number 3 for you all out there today is that there is a rather significant 

translation issue in Romans 3:19-28.  Romans 3:22 is typically translated as, “the righteousness 

of God through faith in Jesus Christ…”  It can also be translated as, “the righteousness of God 

through the faith of Jesus Christ…”  Much ink has been spilled and many trees have been killed 

so theologians can argue this one out.  This is why it is always good to read the footnotes in your 

bibles, and the better translations that were done by scholarly committees will have them.  There 

is a HUGE difference between my faith in Jesus or the Faith of Jesus in or for me.  And the thing 

is - it works theologically for the whole letter to the Romans if you translate either way.  

However, the letter will read, and be understood slightly differently, depending on which one 

you chose to go with. 

Pondering number 4 is just that when you read Psalm 46 this Sunday know that this is the 

text that Martin Luther was pondering when composing the great hymn “A Might Fortress.”  I 

wrote a brief piece on this for the November newsletter so check that out if you are so inclined. 



The Jeremiah text does not hit me with anything right now but if you are interested in 

pondering further it is Jeremiah 31:31-34.  It seems pretty straight forward that we are God’s we 

are to take the Great Shema to heart (Love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and 

mind…) and make this the air that we breathe in all that we say and do. 

 

Happy ponderings my friends.  Hopefully you find yourself wandering about in the living word 

of God and it will be taking you places.  Maybe these ponderings of mine will be a springboard 

for deeper dives. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Jeff 

 


