
You know the expression politics makes strange bedfellows?  Us protestants have been 

known to discredit our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters and their faith to the point of calling 

them not saved and they have done the same in our contentious history with one another.  But 

there is the exception of the very few things that each group might agree upon politically etc. and 

so they can form a political coalition around those few things.  Think of the Moral Majority 

under Rev. Jerry Falwell, and the Roman Catholics in the United States on the abortion issue.  

They don’t agree on anything but on the pro-life issue they have formed a partnership. 

The same goes for us and our Lutheran tradition and how we relate, both politically, and 

theologically, to our protestant ecumenical partners, and even within our pan-Lutheran brothers 

and sisters.  I bring this up because in the Gospel text for this Sunday (Matthew 22:15-22) we 

have two groups that should not be in alliance with each other.  The Pharisees, who at least 

outwardly, opposed the Roman Empire, and the Herodians, who actively worked with the Roman 

Empire.  So, one could figure that these two groups should not be together at all.  But common 

enemies can certainly coalesce certain groups.  And these two groups shared a certain “disdain” 

for Jesus.  So that is pondering number 1 for this text.   

The next pondering that I am living with, and even irritated by, is the fact that there are 

many things that are legal but not ethical, and vice versa.  I always think of fees etc. that are just 

added onto a bill by the companies and banks.  They make so much money doing this it is hard 

for them to curtail and stop the practice.  Banks and large corporations also have political clout 

and lobbying power.  So, legal but not necessarily ethical.  These two groups, Pharisees, and the 

Herodians, are trying to trap Jesus with a legal question about taxes, which, like today, funded 

things - but were also a part of the subjugation of the peons at the bottom, and letting them know 

who was boss and whose rule and thumb they were under.  Is it ethical to pay taxes to Caesar or 

not?  Seems like a perfectly good trap question. 

Pondering number 3, is how easily we participate in the economy of the oppressor, 

without even thinking about how the economy works, or doesn’t work, for everybody.  

Remember that Jesus turned over the tables of the money changers in the Temple.  The oppressor 

economy had even invaded that sacred space.  Jesus asks them to produce a coin and they 

produce one immediately.  As if to show them, and us, how completely and thoroughly empire 

controls all aspects of our lives.  Even the Pharisees have the coinage of Caesar in their pockets.  

I think I am going to start my sermon on the importance and power of symbols so I will not 

reflect too much on that here but suffice it to say when a coin has the image of the emperor on it 

that is a form of once again letting you know who God is in the empire.  Jesus counters the 

argument with give to Caesar what belongs to him but give to God what belongs to God. 

Basically, your life is in the balance between empire and God.  Who do we regularly choose to 

give over our lives to and what image do we reflect? 

 

Happy ponderings out there my fellow travelers, 

Peace, 

Pastor Jeff 


