
Hard to believe that we have been at this PPJ thing for now 27 weeks!  I hope that you are 
challenged by the living word of God as I am each week.  Here are a few short ponderings that have 
been sticking with me this week. 
 It is hard not to go down the road of gardening and harvesting this time of year. I have watched 
the corn and beans rise out of the ground and am now watching with fascination as the fields get taken 
down for the harvest.  It is a fruit that in the end feeds the world.  The imagery in our Old Testament 
poetry from Isaiah and the parable in the New Testament certainly leads us in the direction of bearing 
good fruit.  The Fruit of the Spirit which can be found in Galatians 5:22 – LOVE, JOY, PEACE, PATIENCE, 
KINDNESS, GENEROSITY, FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS, and SELF CONTROL.  It is interesting to note that 
in Galatians this list comes after a vice list of things that we are to avoid bearing in our life together.  Of 
course, being human, we tend to veer off toward the vice list more than the fruit of the Spirit list. 
 Isaiah 5 has God saying that God is singing a love song concerning the vineyard and yet the 
poem ends with stink berries and bloodshed and crying.  I don’t know what kind of love song that is – 
maybe God knew about modern day country tunes.  The Gospel text (Matthew 21:33-46) is even worse 
with tenant farmers killing and maiming those that the master sent.  I still don’t know where I will end 
up sermon-wise with these texts but after taking down most of my garden on my back porch and seeing 
the fields slowly but surely go down I am living within the garden imagery for this week. 
 I will leave you all with this pondering from the Philippians 3:4ff reading.  Paul is sounding pretty 
arrogant don’t you think?  Reminding us all just how great he was and is.  He does not lack for self – 
esteem at all.  And yet even though he knows he is talented and great he manages to put it all aside for 
the cross of Christ.  Which can still look like self-righteous behavior.  Look what I did everybody!!  Now 
listen up you dunderheads because of what I did I can claim this to you all!  Then again, we can be overly 
humble and not live into ourselves just as we are at the moment.   Then again, we do have a tendency to 
not like where we are when it is actually just fine.  I remember when I was working as a stone mason 
and creating some of the most beautiful artwork on sidewalks and fireplaces etc. that I could never just 
say I was a stone mason when people asked me about my livelihood.  I always felt the need to remind 
people that I had two college degrees and chose to do this work.  We can sometimes not feel like what 
we are gifted with for the work of the kingdom is enough, but the Spirit says it is so go my friends and be 
the best gifts you can be for the sake of the neighbor.   

So. by now you have guessed that I don’t quite know where to go with this particular epistle text 
yet this week.  The good news for me, and the gift of the lectionary is I get to pick and choose what to 

focus on each Sunday!      Happy ponderings my fellow wanderers. 
 

Peace, 
Pastor Jeff 


