
Welcome once again to the delightful universe of Ponderings with Pastor Jeff (PPJ).  

Here is what I have been living with this week.  I am going to start us off with wondering about 

the second reading from the epistle to the Philippians.  This reading this Sunday has embedded 

into it what is known as the Great “Christ Hymn.”  Before the section gets to that hymn though 

there is a serious challenge for us.  “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 

regard others as better than yourselves.  Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 

interest of others.” And the verse right before these two talks about being in the same mind as 

Christ.  And then it answers itself with the above text.  So, we know what that same mind is and 

it is not unity of thought or doctrine or politics or theology or you name it.  It only has one 

question in mind for us when we are discerning the mind of Christ and that is – Does this involve 

foot washing or not?  And if it does then we can be reasonably assured that unity of God in 

Christ is involved. 

 If I were to ask the question who are you going to vote for in the upcoming American 

presidential election based on your faith understanding?  I would get several different answers.  I 

know this may surprise you all out there but good and faithful Christians do not agree on 

everything, even politics, and that is how it should be.  Because if it is any different than that 

then we run the danger of becoming oppressive and dangerous.  Group think has led to many 

oppressive values and ideas that have caused much damage in the history of Christendom.  As 

Ekaputra Tupamah puts it in his commentary on this text, “Unity in diversity is almost an 

oxymoron, but unity without diversity is oppressive.  Diversity gives us a way of destabilizing 

the rhetoric of unity in order to make sure that the others are not erased and subjugated to the 

regime of sameness.”  Every time I encounter this text in the lectionary, I always smile at myself 

in amusement thinking that this should be the oath of office for every elected official in our 

system.  It certainly would make governance look a little bit different than it does today. 

 The Gospel text is certainly no less challenging for us insiders looking to justify 

ourselves.  The scribes and elders and all those official folks were perplexed at Jesus and his 

claim of authority.  Bordering on the Blasphemous if he says it is from God and equating himself 

with such power.  Plus, our reading this Sunday comes right after Jesus fashions a whip and 

cleanses the Temple of the money changers which included all those “officials” of the people 

who were all in league with each other.  Jesus, as he usually does, asks a question back that puts 

them all into a little bit of pickle and so he avoids directly answering the question at this 

moment.  But he does say that the tax collectors and the prostitutes are getting in first and are at 

the front of the line.  How many of us here can honestly say we are acquainted with the tax 

collector and prostitutes?  If not, I guess we are at the back of the line.  Still in the line but at the 

back of it.  This is just a follow up to the story last week of the workers getting all paid the same 

and this kind of makes us mad.   If these two texts push us anywhere it is in the humble 

acknowledgment that we are mere humans and God is God and Grace abounds because of Jesus’ 

work on the cross. 

Well I hope this has got your brain up and running.  Nothing like encountering and living 

with the irritating parts of the texts.  At least the Philippians reading does end with the Christ 

Hymn.  Hope to see you in church to hear it!  Blessings on your ponderings and may they move 

you to the love of God in Christ! 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Jeff 


