
It is time for anther round of good times with ponderings with PJ.  The gospel text this week 
(Matthew 20:1-16) seems pretty straight forward but once a person starts sitting with it for very long it 
can, and will, make you mad just like the grumblers who worked all day.  We have a tendency to 
allegorize this story and by so doing do not have to look too deeply at it. I will leave that for you to 
ponder as you read through the text and discover yourself in the story.   

However, the thing that is sticking with me at this moment is from the perspective of the 
workers on the bottom it is a story as old as time.  They are completely at the whim of the Landowner.  
And even though they all got paid the same in the end that day (GRACE) which caused a bit of a stir they 
still had to go back the next day and hope.  I invite you to see what other areas God is leading you as you 
take the temptation to allegorize away. 

I always have loved the Jonah story.  It is a Hebrew play and in the Hebrew vernacular it has 
many puns and wordplays and is just plain fun.  If you want to have a good time just have your 
teenagers come up with a modern-day play based on the Jonah story and see where it leads.  Mike 
Warnke, who made a stir a number of years back with his book the “Satan Seller” where he tells about 
his journey into satanism, which since, has been proven a fraud, tells a good story about Jonah.  Even 
though Mike Warnke has been exposed, I don’t like to throw out the baby with the bath water and 
discount some of the things that he said and some of the good work that was done by him.  Maybe, I will 
retell it in the sermon time, but for those of you brave enough to read these ponderings each week you 
will be ahead of the game. 

Warnke says God is just a good story teller with good staging.  Imagine, if you will, that you are a 
fisherman on the shore outside of Ninevah, and you see approaching you at some distance, a figure who 
has been bleached white from being in the belly of a large fish, and has just been puked back up on the 
beach, and is covered in seaweed and all smelly.  And as this creature gets closer, he looks you over and 
then yells REPENT!! I guess I would be repenting as I was running all the way back home. 

Makes for some humorous imagery in the whole story that we can smile about.  And of course, 
in the biblical story the Ninevites do repent and Jonah is not happy about it because he hates the 
Ninevites and wants God to smash them to bits.  But alas, this anti-prophet Jonah, says repent and the 
people actually listen.  I mean nobody listens to prophets, which is why they always end up getting 
killed. But here they do and it just rubs Jonah the wrong way. 

 
So, the thought I want to leave you pondering this week is this –  

 
For you see we are not against GRACE – Us Grumblers are against GRACE shown to others and what 
that implies especially when the other is a somebody or group of somebodies we just don’t like or 
have been told we are not supposed to like. 
 
Blessings on your ponderings the next couple of days and maybe I will see in you church!  
Pastor Jeff 


