
I tell you every week just seems to take just a few days because here it is once again time for 
another installment of Ponderings with PJ.  I believe this is the 23rd installment since I have started 
putting these few paragraphs out on the upcoming texts or text for each Sunday from the Revised 
Common Lectionary.  Here we go for the 23rd time. 
 There is a communication coping mechanism called triangulation.  It is so ubiquitous with us 
that we do not even know we use it or have fallen into the trap of using it.  We all are not immune to 
this mechanism and use it quite often.  At its basic form, it is when one person does not want to directly 
talk with another person so they tell a third party who they know will talk directly to the person.  It 
happens quite often in office settings including church office settings.  Especially, within those church 
communities that have more than one pastor on staff.  It is also a quite commonly used mechanism with 
divorced or separated parents as they use their children as the go between to relay messages both 
direct and subtle to the other parent instead of talking directly to them.  Now, there are several ways to 
break this triangulating mechanism when it is recognized, and of course, sometimes it is perfectly ok to 
let it go, but at other times, it can become a very destructive force.   
 I bring this up because in the first part of our Gospel text this Sunday (Mathew 18:15-17) Jesus 
sets forth a model of open communication that can be used to help with relationship restoration when 
someone has been hurt in some way.  Of course, it is not the only way that it can be done, but it is a 
biblical way to help bring about restoration of relationship to the community.  Also, in these three 
verses the verb used for “Listen/Hear” is used four times.  This should give us pause to think about how 
well we actually actively listen to people so we can really hear them.  I like the Facebook meme that was 
going around a while ago that basically said something to the effect, “The biggest communication 
problem is we do not listen to understand – we listen to Reply.” 
 In the Epistle lesson (Romans 13:8-14) Paul tells us to put on the armor of light.  What clothes or 
garments do you own or wear that are putting on the light of Christ?  My wife, Sarah, wears scrubs 
during the day when she is seeing patients.  Those clothes represent the armor of light of healing - both 
to her, and to society in general.  It is interesting to note that in the very early church people were 
baptized naked and then clothed in a white robe to represent putting on Christ.  What outer garments 
are your armor of Christ garments, both physical and metaphorical?  Our Sunday and Seasons book 
points out as Christians we wear our baptism.  Which means we are walking wet for the sake of the 
world.  Kind of like actively listening to our brothers and sisters so reconciliation can happen. 
 A final thought for you to ponder.  What does Jesus mean by stating, “Wherever two or three 
are gathered in my name I am there among them.”  We often use this as a way of still feeling good 
about ourselves when our church attendance gets low but I think it is deeper than that.  This is given in 
the context of forgiveness and reconciling with your brother.  I think it probably has something to do 
with reconciliation.  Whenever two or three are gathered in the name of putting on the light of Christ 
and modeling forgiveness then Jesus is most definitely among us.   

Hope you have as much fun as I do when I naively read through these texts and see where they 
might be pushing, tugging, pulling, or just irritating us along the way. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Jeff 


