
Welcome one and all to the joyful world of ponderings with PJ for another week.  I hope 

that you all have been prayerfully reading along and being provoked by God’s amazing word.  

The thought that has been nagging me this week is about roles and the definition of roles that we 

all have and carry around with us.  Knowing what your role is in any given situation can be a big 

help. –  Overstepping those boundaries can sometimes, also be a hindrance.  We, in the ELCA, 

as an example, have been in a prolonged theological discourse about communion and how it 

should be administered in the time of a pandemic.  Can the good folks watching a service at 

home via technology officiate their own communion partaking or is that role defined in the 

ordination of called and set apart individuals in the life of the church?  There are many other 

examples both secular and spiritual that you probably can think about.  The blurring of roles in 

an office can create all sorts of problems with how that particular office might function.  I am 

having you put the image of “role” in your brains because there is a big part of that going on in 

the flow of our Gospel text assigned for this Sunday (Matthew16:21-28). 

 Remember, last week Peter gets something right and proclaims that Jesus is the Messiah, 

the Son of the living God.  This week Jesus explains what that means and Peter doesn’t get it 

because he still has earthly power in his head so he rebukes Jesus because no “Messiah” can die 

at the hands of the powerful.  That is just not how it works Jesus.  Jesus then turns around and 

rebukes Peter and tells him to get behind me Satan.  As a side note it should be helpful to us to 

know that Peter, the rock of the church, is also called Satan, so we can give ourselves a little bit 

of a grace break and some breathing room.  Now back to the role theme. 

 In Matthew chapter 4, Jesus tells Satan to go away and here in chapter 16 Jesus uses the 

same language but with a slightly different twist.  He says, “go behind” or it could be translated 

as “after” me.  In other words, your place or role as a disciple is always as a follower and not 

God!  That is an important Greek language usage by Matthew that we should pay attention to as 

we read this gospel story.  Have fun figuring out your roles and where they have hard lines and 

blurry lines in your life but remember that your role in the church is always as a follower of, or, 

someone who goes after Jesus.  Happy ponderings fellow travelers. 

 

Pastor Jeff 

 


