
Sorry about the lateness of this post for PPJ but I had been battling some sort of stomach bug 

Thursday night into Friday Morning and it threw me off just a little bit but I did not want to let 

the week roll by without posting something even it is a little late.   

 I am thinking about praise because in our Psalm for this week (Psalm 67) verses 3 and 5 

repeat the phrase, “Let all the peoples praise you, O God.  Has me thinking about how we show 

our praise to God especially in this time that we are living thru right now.  I guess it indirectly 

relates to the first part of our Gospel (Matthew 15:10-20) which talks about what goes in to the 

mouth is not what defiles but what comes out is what defiles.  Having had a bit of bowel trouble 

recently this somewhat colorful part of our reading catches my sensibilities right now.  It would 

be interesting if every time we had stomach problems all we did was have bowel movements out 

of our mouths.  Or, if every time we were about to use our mouths in a way that did not bring 

glory and praise to God, we had a bowel movement out of them.  Just imagine what that would 

mean for us as we pretty much engaged in any type of discourse.  Everything from our own 

conversations at the water cooler or on the back porch right on up to the halls of political power.  

I imagine we would be cleaning up some nasty messes all the time.  This is definitely an earthy 

text.  The Greek word translated as sewer basically means “the latrine” so as not to miss the 

point. 

 The next thing that catches my attention is the blind leading the blind.  If, indeed, it is 

what comes from the heart that is leading us, then if our hearts are not open and responsive then 

we become hard hearted. This hard heartedness will then lead us to say and do things that will 

lead people away from grace.  In all of this first part of our Mathew reading we must remember 

that Jesus is answering the Pharisee’s question about eating with unclean hands.  Jesus is giving 

them a little lesson in the difference between the letter of the law and tradition and the law and 

tradition in reality of practice.  I believe he is asking which does more damage? 

 One last thing to leave you with is that this pericope (Matthew 15:10-20) is only the lead 

in to the Gospel assigned for this Sunday (Matthew 15:21-28)  I will build my sermon around the 

second story but I will leave you all with this to ponder – Is there silence in this second story 

somewhere.  Read it and see if there is for you or not.  Happy ponderings on this Journey thru the 

beginning of Matthew 15. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Jeff 


