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 It is hard to believe that we are once again at that juncture in the week affectionately 

called PPJ Reflection time (Woohoo). I am late again this week in posting as we had the honor of 

Gathering and handing our friend Dan Wilson over to God’s safe keeping this morning.  So here 

we go.  I definitely have a jumble of thoughts etc. and have nowhere near a clear direction yet for 

sermonizing but first I am thinking about power.  We have a political divide in our country and 

system that seems pretty broken at the moment and it all boils down mostly to power and control. 

With very little arguing over what is best for the common good and where we can compromise 

for the greatest amount of good.  Pretty much doesn’t matter what side of the political aisle our 

officials reside in at the moment as far as power grabs go.  Not that there are not some real policy 

differences between a variety of folks, even within the same political persuasions, but the ability 

to hear and listen carefully has gone away to sound bites and echo chamber rhetoric. Very few of 

us do the needed homework necessary to really know what we need to know so we can help 

guide the conversations. 

 Elijah was in a somewhat similar position in our reading (1Kings 19:9-18).  All of 

Israelite society had broken down and he alone was left and the ubiquitous “they” (the minions 

of Jezebel) were seeking his life.  So, he manages to escape to a cave on Mt. Horeb.  There the 

Lord asks him what are you doing here? Basically, saying to him don’t you have things to do? 

Elijah tells the Lord that society has broken down and they are seeking his life so the Lord tells 

him to come out and that he will pass by!  

But God was not in all of the passes that we would assume would be an all-powerful 

God.  Elijah would assume the same thing since just a little bit earlier in the story God had come 

in fire to prove the point that the gods and prophets of baal could not bring rain.  Which is why 

Elijah is in trouble with the powers that be in the first place because he showed them up with 

God’s power. So, when the severe winds strong enough to split rocks, an earthquake, and then 

FIRE came, God was supposed to show up. But - Nothing there in the way of God – It was only 

when Elijah was able to hear God in the absolute, sheer, deafening silence, that discernment and 

trust/faith in the Lord could return.   

This also brings me to my second thought that has been running through since reading 

these assigned texts and that is that we sure do run away from stuff – and I mean we run a lot!  

Who can blame us for running and trying to find a place of comfort, and stability?  Being 

confronted with irritating and personal and systemic foibles can become tedious if not downright 

anger producing.  True confession is hard and requires an amount of self-awareness that very few 

of us ever achieve.  

Another thought I have right now is in the Gospel text assigned (Matthew 14:22-31).  

Quite a few sermons have been preached on the need for us to get out of the boat in the stormy 

waters with bold courage. I have even given a few myself.  However, I think it is once again 

harder to stay in the boat and let Jesus come in and drive it somewhere.  If they had ridden out 

the storm and then managed to survive to the other side, they would chalk it up to another storm 

experience and their own ability to handle it.  But staying in the boat and letting Jesus drive it 

somewhere that is much scarier because we know some of the places that Jesus might take this 

boat.  We are safe in the Sanctuary/Nave but when the boat hits the shore, we are off and running 

with ministry in and with all sorts of implications.  Jesus reaches out and grabs Peter’s hand – 

which helps us understand that Jesus drives the boat and not Peter and then in that understanding 

everything calms down, worship happens, and they/we are ready for the next ministry adventure. 



Two last thoughts for you all, at least from me, to ponder. First is that the Greek word 

“Euthos” is used three times in a twelve-verse text.  It basically means “immediately” and there 

is a sort of immediacy to ministry.  This bugs me because I am a person who likes to see things 

and then help evolve them along.  Not so much here when reading the gospel text in Greek – It 

happens fast!  Secondly, in verse 27 which is roughly the middle of the text we get Jesus telling 

the disciples to have courage and then he uses (eyw eimi – I AM) which we should all know is 

the name that God uses of himself. I am the great I AM.  That is the point of all of our texts 

assigned this Sunday.  God is the great I AM and we are just humans with all of our fears and 

foibles but Jesus tells us that we can have courage.  Once again - Happy ponderings my fellow 

travelers and maybe you will notice many other things that this amazing, incredible living word 

of God is doing to you this week. 

 

Peace – Pastor Jeff 


