
Sorry for the delay once again in getting these ponderings out but the duties of ministry 

called forth this morning as I officiated a funeral for Trinity Lutheran in Pastor Gayle’s absence.  

So, here are my musings for you this week in yet another installment of ponderings with PJ.  As 

per usual I still have no idea what direction my sermon will take for this Sunday yet, but there is 

something that has my attention from the first time I read this text (Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30).  

That is that wisdom is vindicated.  I like the sound of that. After all, those of us who have lived 

long enough have managed to gain a bit of perspective and wisdom so I am totally on board so 

far.  Jennifer T. Kaalund in her commentary on this text remarks “Wisdom clarifies our vision. 

When Jesus declares that wisdom is vindicated by her deeds, he is lifting up an important aspect 

of his Jewish heritage, the wisdom tradition. Wisdom grants us the ability to understand beyond 

our sensory perception. If wisdom is vindicated by her deeds, what are her deeds? Wisdom 

provides order to chaos. (Proverbs 8:27–31). She grants us humility (Psalm 11:12) and protects 

and guards us (Psalm 4:6). Wisdom is a life-giving gift that comes with the Lord’s favor. 

According to the book of James, godly wisdom “is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to 

be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy” (James 

3:17). The results of wisdom are evident.” 

 I mean really, who cannot get behind this after all.  Let’s all seek after wisdom and teach 

each other God’s ways so we can bear the fruit of the Spirit. I am all in with this thank you very 

much.   

 

And then – 

 

Jesus goes and thanks the Father for hiding things from the wise and intelligent and 

instead revealing them to infants.  Okay I give up.  

So, I think I like the beginning of this text where Jesus is poking the crowd a little bit for 

not noticing what is right in front of their eyes.  Jesus said that John was here and you missed it 

and now I am here and you are missing it.  You called John a demon, and me a drunkard and a 

Glutton, just based on who I hang around. How many times do we miss the forest for the trees? 

Got me thinking about labels.  Labels are nice on food items at the store – They help us to know 

more about the product we are eating but when we start labeling people that can become 

problematic. People labels allow us to dismiss them because we have a sense of control over who 

they are based on the label that we have given.  Trust me if you have ever been the victim of 

labeling you know the pain that it can cause.  Maybe, that is what Jesus is getting at here – 

Wisdom knows who people really are and if we take the time we will know also and keep them 

in the image of God as intended.  Hope these thoughts keep you mindful of Christ in our midst. 

Blessings on your ponderings out there. 

 

Peace,  

Pastor Jeff 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/profile/default.aspx?uid=2_kaalund_jennifer_t

