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My second call was to a Lutheran church in Baltimore City with a majority of people of color as 
members. I am also a person who has been on the law enforcement, albeit military, and then the 
juvenile justice side of the coin in Denver, Colorado. One of my undergraduate degrees is in Criminal 
Justice with an emphasis in public safety.  So, as you might well surmise, with all the events of the last 
few weeks, especially revolving around race and the systems that perpetuate racism, I am certainly not a 
disinterested observer.  It is possible to be living here in rural Western Illinois and not have to come 
across overt issues of race too much anymore but the covert racism and the systems that the history of 
policy has put in place are still there and as things ultimately will go, eventually the anger will boil over 
and righteous chaos will inevitably follow.  My hope is that real and lasting reform will come from this 
latest round of unrest, but if history is any indicator, it does not seem to be in favor of any real lasting 
policy changes.  We wait, continue to work for change, and see.   
 Yesterday June 17, was the fifth anniversary of the killing of the nine people in an AME church in 
Charleston, South Carolina.  It is especially sobering because Rev. Clementa C. Pinckney and the Rev. 
Daniel Lee Simmons Sr., two leaders in the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, 
were graduates of the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, which is one of the ELCA seminaries.  
And to make matters even more personal to our system, the shooter, Dylan Roof, was a member of a 
different ELCA congregation in Columbia, SC.  Dylan very clearly had gone down the path expressed in 
his writings of white supremacy.  We have much hard work to do my friends.   

If you are interested in being really irritated and unsettled and having yourself challenged.  And 
of course, who is not interested in that! Then I highly recommend a book by Rev. Lenny Duncan titled, 
Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the U.S.  In this book, 
Lenny, who is ordained in the ELCA, has a powerful chapter where he lifts up the young lives of both he 
and Dylan Roof, (let’s just say neither person grew up on a bed of roses) and how similar they were, with 
the exception of race, but yet, they ended up in different spots.  They both ended up in our 
congregations of grace and yet something was missed somehow in Dylan that brought him to commit 
this tragic act. 
 As you can imagine, I have all this above stuff swirling in my head as I encounter the Gospel text 
from Matthew appointed for this Sunday (Matthew 10:24-39)!!  It will be interesting to see where my 
sermon finally ends up going! But, at the very least, the text picks up on the chaos that social unrest can 
and will bring.  At the end of the reading Jesus says, “Do not think that I have come to bring peace on 
earth; I have not come to bring peace but a sword.”  And then I get to say to you the hearers of this text 
in a worship setting – THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD! Woohoo! Like all texts, once you start dwelling in them 
for any length of time there is much to chew on, but for me as of this writing, the race issue is obviously 
front and center.  It is my hope that at least at some level we all are struggling with racism because that 
can lead us to growth.  Also, earlier in this same appointed text from Mathew, Jesus talks about how 
nothing will be left hidden and secrets will become known.  Maybe this is the time we can bring to light 
how the history of policy has hurt our brothers and sisters of color and help be the hands and feet of 
reconciliation.  Happy pondering and wrestling with the leadings of God in Christ!  
Peace, Pastor Jeff 


