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Our Advent Service:                                                      
Officiant: Rev. Robert Spilman                                                    

 

Opening Song ~ “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist Cry” 

On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry                                                      

Announces that the Lord is nigh;                                                                

Awake and hearken, for he brings                                                               

Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

Then cleansed be ev’ry heart from sin;                                                        

Make straight the way for God within,                                                          

And let us all our hearts prepare                                                                     

For Christ to come and enter there. 

 

Invocation ~                                                                                                                

P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.                        

C: Amen.  

 

Prayer 

 

Our Bible Readings: Isaiah 40:1-8   Acts 13:22-25   Luke 1:5-25 

Isaiah 40:1-8    

 1Comfort, comfort my people,       

  says your God.         

 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,       

  and proclaim to her        

 that her hard service has been completed,     

  that her sin has been paid for,      

 that she has received from the Lord’s hand     



  double for all her sins.        

 3A voice of one calling:        

      “In the wilderness prepare       

  the way for the Lord;        

 make straight in the desert        

  a highway for our God.           

 4Every valley shall be raised up,       

  every mountain and hill made low;     

 the rough ground shall become level,      

  the rugged places a plain.       

 5And the glory of the Lord will be revealed,     

  and all people will see it together.     

     For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

 6A voice says, “Cry out.”        

  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

 “All people are like grass,        

  and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field.  

 7the grass withers and the flowers fall,      

  because the breath of the Lord blows on them.   

  Surely the people are grass.       

 8the grass withers and the flowers fall,      

  but the word of our God endures forever.” 

 

Acts 13:22-25              

 22After removing Saul, he made David their king. God testified 

concerning him: ‘I have found David son of Jesse, a man after my own 

heart; he will do everything I want him to do.’   

 23”From this man’s descendants God has brought to Israel the 

Savior Jesus, as he promised. 24Before the coming of Jesus, John 

preached repentance and baptism to all the people of Israel. 25As John 

was completing his work, he said: ‘Who do you suppose I am? I am not 



the one you are looking for. But there is one coming after me whose 

sandals I am not worthy to untie.’  

                                                                                                                           

Luke 1:5-25          

 5In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named 

Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife 

Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6Both of them were righteous 

in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees 

blamelessly. 7But they were childless because Elizabeth was not able to 

conceive, and they were both very old.       

 8Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving 

as priest before God, 9he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of 

the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10And 

when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled 

worshippers were praying outside.           

 11Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right 

side of the alter of incense. 12When Zechariah saw him, he was startled 

and was gripped with fear. 13But the angel said to him, “Do not be 

afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will 

bear you a son, and you are to call him John. 14He will be a joy and 

delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15for he will 

be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other 

fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before 

he is born. 16He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord 

their God. 17And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of 

Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the 

disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous – to make ready a people 

prepared for the Lord.”         

 18Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an 

old man and my wife is well along in years.”      

 19The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of 

God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news.      



20And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this 

happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at 

their appointed time.”         

 21Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and 

wondering why he stayed so long in the temple. 22When he came out, he 

could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the 

temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak.  

 23When his time of service was completed, he returned home.      
24After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months 

remained in seclusion. 25”The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In 

these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among 

the people.”   

 

The Dialog Homily ~  The Amazing Birth of John the Baptist:   

     God’s Gift to Zechariah and Elizabeth 

 

Confession ~                                                                                                     

P: Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 

 covered. Blessed is the one against whom the Lord counts no 

 iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.                              

C: For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my  

 groaning all day long. For day and night Your hand was  

 heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat   

 of summer. I acknowledged my sin to You, and I did not  

 cover my iniquity; I said “I will confess my transgressions  

 to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.  

P: Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time 

 when you  may be found. Let us confess our sins,  confident  

 that our gracious God  forgives us.                                                                                                  



C: Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of Your name;  

  deliver us, and atone for our sins, for Your name’s sake!                            

P: Peace be with you! Our crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ tells His 

 Church, “If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven.”  

 I, therefore, a called pastor of His Church, by His  authority forgive 

 you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the  Holy Spirit.                                                                                                           

C: Amen. Thanks be to God!  

 

The Words of Institution and the Distribution 

 

The Prayer of the Church 

                                                                                                                       

Lord’s Prayer ~                             

  Our Father who art in heaven,       

  hallowed be Thy name,        

  Thy kingdom come,         

  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;    

  give us this day our daily bread;       

  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive    

  those who trespass against us;       

  and lead us not into temptation,      

  but deliver us from evil.                                                     

  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

   forever and ever. Amen.        

 

 

 



Benediction ~                                                                                                    

P: O Lord, I call upon you; hasten to me!      

 Give ear to my voice when I call to you!                                          

C: Let my prayer be counted as incense before You,    

 and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice! 

P: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.                                                        

C: Amen.  

 

Closing Hymn: “When All The World Was Cursed”    

When all the world was cursed By Moses’ condemnation,                            

Saint John the Baptist came With words of consolation.                                   

With true forerunner’s zeal The greater One he named,                              

And Him, as yet unknown, As Savior he proclaimed. 

O grant, dear Lord of love, That we receive, rejoicing,                                  

The word proclaimed by John, Our true repentance voicing,                        

That gladly we may walk Upon our Savior’s way                                           

Until we live with Him In His eternal day. 

 


