
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Illmo Baptist  
Family and  
Friends. . . 

Greetings, everybody!  

Every new obstacle we face in this life is an 
opportunity for our faith to grow and expand… 
if we will allow room for that growth. 

Writer Anne Lamott said, “The opposite of 
faith is not doubt; it’s certainty.” I have found 
that the people who are most certain in their 
faith are also the ones who least allow their 
faith to be challenged and to grow through 
difficult times.  

My desktop friend, Gumby, says that we need 
to have a flexible, bendable faith, that allows 
us to grow through change. Faith is not a static 
thing, but a dynamic force.  

For so long, we were certain of one thing: on 
Sunday morning we would be able to get up, 
get dressed, and go to church and do church 
like we’d always done it. Or, go to church on 
Wednesdays, and eat together, and gather in 
all the different groups. We couldn’t imagine a 
situation that would prevent us from doing 
that. Then Covid happened. 

I, like you, am looking forward to the day we 
can totally be back together physically as a 
church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That’s one reason why so many of us 
(including me) are struggling with not being 
totally re-open like we were in the past. 

We had gotten used to our flow and routines, 
never guessing that either could be disrupted. 
We got a lot of security from things we 
thought could never change.  And yet, we 
should have known better. Nothing is certain 
as it pertains to circumstances. 

The (big C) Church is beginning to realize that 
challenges to our certainty isn’t such a bad 
thing. Maybe we needed our faith to be 
shaken a bit in order to understand what it 
means to put our trust in God, not in buildings 
or programs. 

We know in our hearts that the church is not 
the building and that God isn’t confined to 
those four walls. The pandemic has forced us 
to look for God in other places and redefine 
what it means to worship God in our world. 

We could take a lesson here from the 
Israelites. For centuries, the focal point of 
religious worship for the israelites was the 
temple in Jerusalem. It was the center of 
religious life for people who’d travel hundreds 
of miles to worship and pray. 

Way inside the temple was the Holy of Holies, 
where God was thought to reside. The temple 
was God’s house (as if God could be 
contained). 



What do you do when the place you worship 
no longer exists? The Jews had to face that 
question when the temple was destroyed.  

They couldn’t worship like they had done their 
entire lives. Did they give up their faith? Did 
they convert? Did they demand the Romans 
rebuild/reopen the temple?   

No, they adapted.  In the face of uncertainty, 
they adapted! 

The temple, which used to be , 
was suddenly in , as Jews 
worshipped in their homes and in other 
gatherings. The “temple” was any place 
people worshipped God. 

No, our building is not a bustling place right 
now. It’s simply not safe for us to go back to 
the old schedule yet. 

Yes, we’re living in a time of uncertainty. But 
God didn’t call us to be certain; God called us 
to be faithful, and we can do that in the 
sanctuary, in our cars, or in our homes.  

The church is wherever we decide to live out 
our faith in God through worship and service. 

I’m uncertain when all this will end and we’ll 
be fully back to on-site programming and 
schedule. I am certain Illmo Baptist will be 
alive and thrive into the future. But I am 
certain that, until we are, God is present with 
us. 

So, keep worshipping in all the places we are 
making available, trusting that, until we can be 
back together fully, God is keeping us 
connected. 

__________ 

Again, thank you so much for your flexibility 
and patience as we go through this time, as 
we try to figure out the best ways to 
communicate and minister to one another. 

We have been doing Wednesday and Sunday 
“Online Gatherings” since March, along with 
In-Person Worship Services on Sunday 
morning since June. 

Also, . . . I want to encourage you again to find 
our Facebook Group site (search for Illmo 
Baptist Church). We do a lot of things on 
there.  You can connect there and let others 
know how you’re faring and share any needs 
or updates for others to be aware of.   

Church info (including birthdays) can be found 
on our website at www.illmobc.com.    

Your support of Illmo Baptist Church continues 
to be vital.  

Remember, online giving is one option. It is 
secure, simple, and allows you to use your 
debit card. 

Go to www.illmobc.com and click on the 
donate button.  You can do this from phone, 
table, laptop or pc.  On your phone, use your 
browser to find our website, and the mobile 
site comes up that looks just like a 
professional app. 

Mailing in a 
check: We 
have enclosed 
a self-
addressed, 
stamped 
envelope to 
facilitate sending in your offering. 

[We’re doing this with each mailout—to 
everyone on our mailing list—not to 
manipulate, but to make it easier to give 
during this crucial time.] 

We will continue to “broadcast” Sunday and 
Wednesday gatherings on FBLive and YouTube 
as well. 

 



God is a visiting God. The Bible begins with the 
Creator God not only creating everything, but 
visiting Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  

In fact, according to Genesis 3, the Lord came 
walking into the neighborhood where Adam and Eve 
lived: “The LORD God called to the man, and said to 
him, ‘Where are you?’” (v. 9).  

That is the question, isn’t it? Where exactly are we? 
In a disordered, disorienting world, God wants to 
visit us, so what does He find us doing?  

From the very beginning, this has been amply 
demonstrated:  

• God visited Abraham and sat down for a meal.  

• God visited Jacob, and wrestled with him in the 
night.  

• God visited Moses in the burning bush, on 
Mount Sinai and elsewhere.  

• God’s presence went with the Israelites through 
the wilderness in the form of fire and cloud.  

• God visited Samuel as a boy, calling him and 
waking him up form sleep.  

• God visited Elijah in a still small voice. 

The prophet Isaiah cries out in Isaiah 64, “O that  
You would tear open the heavens and come down.” 

That’s exactly what He did when He visited us in 
Jesus! And, you know what?  God will visit you 
today. Look for his coming! 

In fact, God is with us in all we’re going through. 
Whatever you’re facing today, God is there with 
you. In every storm you’re going through, He is right 
there with you. 

And…He’s not just there with us. He’ll walk us 
through our difficulty, or around it, or He’ll remove 
it completely.  Thank God he is with us! 

 

As we look forward into November, I want to 
say…how in the world did we get to November 
so quickly? Or did it take forever? I’m not sure 
which.  

Pray for our nation as elections are held 
November 3rd. Exercise your right as a citizen 
to vote. The brokenness in our country is 
palpable and the challenges are great. We are 
facing days that call for our best selves and 
our earnest prayer. 

Paul, in 1st Corinthians talks about what “being 
our best selves” looks like.  It looks like love: 

 

Note: There will be no in-person Ministerial 
Alliance Community Thanksgiving Service 
(like we hosted last year). There will be some 
version of it online, that we pastors are 
working on now. 

We will have no in-person Thanksgiving Meal 
at the church this year, either, so we need to 
remember our Hunger Offering which will be 
collected over the next few weeks. 

I’ve added a devotional thought and on page 
4, an Activity Sheet as something fun to do if 
that interests you! 

Benediction: And now, may the Lord bless you 
and keep you. May the Lord cause His face to 
shine upon you & be gracious to you.  May the 
Lord lift up His countenance upon you and 
give you peace. In the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen & Amen. God 
bless you.

 

Pastor Mike Shupert  (573) 979-0444 
mshupert@charter.net www.illmobc.com 

 


