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Greetings, everybody! I hope this June 2020 

Newsletter finds you doing well!   

Somebody used the phrase recently, “This is bizarro-world.”  
Now, in my head, I keep singing the tune “This is My Father’s 
World,” and substituting this phrase! 

What I (and all of us, I would imagine) need to remember is that 
God still holds the world in His hands and His love and mercy 
never fail us, whatever we’re going through. 

UPDATE:  We are trying to ease back into “in-person gatherings.”  
Here’s an update on what we’re doing at church. 

On Sunday, May 31st, we again will be having in-person worship 
services. We will provide 3 options for you: 

1) We will have in-person worship service in the sanctuary at 
 10:55 am.  No Sunday School. In sanctuary only—
 abbreviated worship service only—with 6-foot social 
 distancing, every-other row pew seating, & temp. check. 

2)  Facebook LIVE of the live service, and encourage all at-risk 
 individuals to continue to  stay home. 

3)  FM broadcast (90.1) to cars on parking lot.  

So. . . 

•  Worship Service only at first.  Very simple order of service.
 No bulletins or anything handed out. Offering plate will be 
 available inside and a greeter will  be available to get your 
 offering outside. 

•  No live Wednesday nights for foreseeable future.  
 Brenda and I will broadcast from home. 

•  No age-level Sunday School in rooms.  

GRATITUDE 

Did You Know?   
Gratitude improves the 
quality of your sleep 

If you don’t feel grateful 
in your life, you may 
struggle to sleep at night 
because you feel 
discontent.  However, 
practicing gratitude is 
one of the fastest ways to 
improve the quality of 
your sleep. According to a 
recent study, thinking 
about the things that you 
are grateful for will 
improve your quality of 
sleep, allow you to sleep 
for longer, and feel better 
rested when you wake 
up!  Just another benefit 
of practicing gratitude! 
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I would encourage all at-risk individuals and those with any symptoms of illness to stay at home. If you 
are 65 or older, or have any concerns about gathering, please don’t feel bad about staying at home, or 
sitting in your car. 

Whatever your age, personally, I would encourage you to strongly consider whether you gather here 
or go out in any groups right now.  We will do everything we can to make this as safe an environment 
as we can. 

My primary guiding principle through all this is the biblical command to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. What actions best express love for ourselves as we protect ourselves from infection? What 
actions best express love for one another as we protect each other from infection? 

The deacons and I have a handout regarding what we’ll be doing for the foreseeable future that is 
available on the website, and hard copies are available at church. 

Note: I do not like, nor do I use the word “re-opening” as it applies to churches.  People say: “oh, 
we’ve got to re-open the churches.” “We’ve got to get the churches open again!”  I want to remind 
everybody of something we say a lot around here:  the people are the church. 

Nowhere in scripture does it talk about the church being a building.  Jesus didn’t come to set up shop 
in a building. 

Therefore, the church has never closed. We’ve been incredibly blessed with the technology to 
broadcast services online, to have reached and connected with new people with whom we had 
previously had no contact; and to be present in homes far and wide. 

Despite the circumstances, God has been so gracious to us and, so far, thank God, we have not missed 
a beat.  

Here’s what I really think about where we are regarding Covid-19, in a broad sense and in a local 
sense: we’re right smack dab still in the middle of it, folks. 

In Missouri, there are over 160 new cases daily, 12,816 total cases (as of the day I wrote this), and 
almost 700 deaths. 

Until we see better testing, a vaccine, and advances in treatments, we all need to tread lightly. 

We need to watch what happens in the next couple of weeks to see how the virus might be spreading 
due to very, very relaxed social distancing, and group gatherings, and the not-wearing-of-masks. 

Until we see better testing, a vaccine, and advances in treatments,  
we all need to tread lightly. 

Regarding our church finances. . . thank you for your faithful giving these first 2½ months of this 
pandemic shutdown. I know people are taking some financial hits right now.  God bless you for finding 
ways to give!  Our giving is our expression of faithfulness, worship, and care, and comes from a 
generous heart. God continues to be faithful and provides for our needs and we thank Him! 



Our church will depend on your faithful giving to the Lord through  
Illmo Baptist Church in the coming weeks and months in this  

“new normal” we find ourselves in. 

IBC has continued to meet “virtually,” with online gatherings on Sundays and Wednesdays.  God is 
giving us many new opportunities to reach people online that we have never had contact with before.  

As we ease back into meeting in person together, many will choose (wisely) to stay isolated until there 
is a lessening of risk or until there’s a vaccine. So, if you’re at home or are able to come on Sundays, if 
you’re local or if you live in other areas, please remember to give during this crucial time in the life of 
our church and all local churches.  

Remember, online giving is one option. It is secure, simple, and allows you to use your debit card. 

Go to www.illmobc.com and click on the donate button.  You can do this from phone, table, laptop or 
pc.  On your phone, use your browser to find our website, and the mobile site comes up that looks just 
like a professional app. 

Mailing in a check: We have enclosed a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to facilitate sending in your offering. 

[We’re doing this each month—to everyone on our mailing 
list—not to manipulate, but to make it easier to give during 
this crucial time.] 

Also, . . . I want to encourage you today to find our Facebook 
Group site (search for Illmo Baptist Church). We do a lot of things on there.  You can connect there and 
let others know how you’re faring and share any needs or updates for others to be aware of.  Please 
go online and check out our website at www.illmobc.com.    

The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; The 
Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace. Amen. 

Finally… Keep calling and checking on others. Keep your distance (social, not spiritual), listen to health 
officials, pray for doctors and health care workers, wash your hands, and stay home as much as you 
can! 

Thank you for reading this newsletter and for your prayerful and financial support for this church we 
all love and that Christ died for and said He would build (Mt 16:18).   

You are loved and appreciated! 

Pastor Mike Shupert 
(573) 979-0444 
mshupert@charter.net 
www.illmobc.com 



Home Activity Sheet:  just for fun!  

HOW MANY TRIANGLES? 

THIS IS A SIMPLE TEST. ALL YOU NEED TO DO  
IS COUNT ALL THE TRIANGLES IN THE IMAGE TO THE RIGHT: 

Cover the answer up! 
ANSWER 

 

 

 

 

PAIRS IN THE BIBLE 

Using a pen or pencil, draw lines to connect well-known pairs  

in the Bible. (Answers below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

GOLIATH WATER 

LOAVES 

FISHES SAMSON 

ADAM 

PAUL 

DAVID 

MARY 

CAIN 

LEAH 

MOSES 

JACOB 

ESAU 

WINE 

RACHEL 

SILAS 

MARTHA 

AARON 

DELILAH 

ABEL 

EVE 

TRIANGLES: 18;  PAIRS: Samson/Delilah, water/wine, loaves/fishes, Adam/Eve, Paul/Silas, David/Goliath, Mary/Martha, Cain/Abel, 

Leah/Rachel, Moses/Aaron, Jacob/Esau 


