
 

Thought for the Day 
"May the strength of God pilot us, may the wisdom of God instruct us, 

may the hand of God protect us, may the Word of God direct us." 
--Saint Patrick. 

 

Dear Illmo Baptist Church family & friends, 

Little known fun fact: March (named after Mars, the Roman 
god of war) used to be the first month of the year. As 
temperatures rose, March was deemed a good time to start 
a war or re-start an old one!  

Months seven through ten of what used to be a 10-month 
calendar were named accordingly: September (septem), 
October (octo), November (novem) and December (decem).  

January and February were added later, and when it was 
necessary to add a day, what better month to do so than the 
last month of the year, February!  

There's a sense in which March is the first month for us as Christians as well! 

In March, we are in the Easter season, which can be a new start for us. Our thoughts are 
turned toward how, through Christ, we can become a better version of ourselves. We want 
to do better and to be better. We want to drop what hinders us, and cling to what helps. 

Special Announcement! On Sunday, March 7th, we will return to our 10:55 am in-person 
worship at Illmo Baptist Church, 802 2nd Street East! 

I know you are just as eager as I am to meet again for worship in the sanctuary.   Thank you 
for your patience and understanding. We know this is not the end of COVID-19 and we will 
be dealing with the virus for some time to come. If we have erred, we have erred (as they 
say) on the side of caution to ensure we could protect the most vulnerable among us.   

All of us by now, know someone who had or has COVID-19.  Many of us have lost friends 
and/or family members due to this coronavirus. 

I am so grateful for your prayers and support during these last few months. We have tried 
with creativity and intentionality to provide meaningful online worship during this 
time.  God has used our online services to connect with many, not only in our backyard, 
but long distances away! 



We have been monitoring the Scott/Cape County data and the current trends are 
encouraging. Many have had one or both vaccines.  

We still encourage everyone to wear masks.  Initially, upon our return, there will be no 
nursery care or Sunday School and no Wednesday services. But with time we will be 
adding them as soon as we feel confident to do so. 

For those who aren’t ready to return to in-person services, be assured you will still be able 
to worship with us online as we continue the important ministry of welcoming all people 
to share the extraordinary Good News of Jesus and His love! 

As always. . .I encourage you to find our Facebook Group site (search for Illmo Baptist 
Church). We do a lot of things on there.  You can connect with others on Facebook and let 
everyone know how you’re faring and share any needs or updates for others to be aware 
of.   

Church information (including birthdays) can be found on our website at 
www.illmobc.com.    

Your financial support of Illmo Baptist Church continues to be vital.  

Mailing in a check: We have enclosed a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to facilitate sending in your offering. 

[We’re doing this with each mailout—to everyone on our 
mailing list—not to manipulate, but to make it easier to 
give during this crucial time.] 

Remember, online giving is another option. It is secure, simple, and allows you to use your 
debit card. 

Go to www.illmobc.com and click on the donate button.  You can do this from phone, 
table, laptop or pc.  On your phone, use your browser to find our website, and the mobile 
site comes up that looks just like a professional app. 

We will continue to “broadcast” Sunday and Wednesday gatherings on Facebook Live and 
YouTube (afterwards) as well. 

Benediction: And now, may the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord cause His face 
to shine upon you & be gracious to you.  May the Lord lift up His countenance upon you 
and give you peace. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen & Amen.  

You are loved and appreciated! God bless you today. 

 

Pastor Mike Shupert  (573) 979-0444 
mshupert@charter.net www.illmobc.com 
 
 


