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FOREWORD
The date of the 25th Anniversary celebration of St. Augustine of Canterbury 
Episcopal Church is based on the first public gathering on November 29, 1992, in 
the gymnasium at Loomis Elementary School. 

The earliest meetings were held in the spring of 1992 in the living room of Peter 
Fritsch. Fr. Peter was the inspiration for the beginning of this Church. Under his 
leadership, it all began.

Organized as a community of faith, St. Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal Church 
became a Mission of the Episcopal Diocese of Northern California on October 
29, 1998. St. Augustine Church was granted Parish status at the November 2012 
Diocesan Convention in Anderson, California.

The Church met in a variety of temporary locations during its first 21 years. They 
were: a home, an elementary school gymnasium, a small warehouse, a storefront, a 
large warehouse and the multipurpose room at Maria Montessori Charter Academy 
on Wildcat Boulevard, Rocklin, California. The property for our First Church, 1800 
Wildcat Boulevard, was purchased by the Diocese in 2003. Each location has its own 
special story shared in this book. 

Construction of our First Church began July 29, 2013. We celebrated our first official 
service in this beautiful place we now call home on December 22, 2013. We welcome 
all who enter our doors to this sacred space, a legacy for generations to come.

This book reflects the 25-year history of St. Augustine Church. It is a collection 
of memories from earliest members, newsletters, photos, directories, Church and 
Diocesan documents. Although we could not cover every detail, memory or activity, 
this book captures the essence of our Church history. Any errors, omissions or 
inconsistencies herein are unintentional. Although the story is told as the 
25-year history of the Church, certain events and details are repeated from 
different perspectives throughout the book. 

Our congregation, a diverse faith community, understands God’s call to live in peace 
with one another, “respecting the dignity of every human being.” (The Book of 
Common Prayer) Our congregational life and outreach are grounded in our love for 
God in Christ and our love for our neighbors.

St. Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal Church is a dynamic, worshiping community:

A Safe Place for People Seeking God
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A Safe Place for People Seeking God

 

 

The Mission of St. Augustine Episcopal Church is, 

with God’s help:

To worship God

To proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ

To reach out to our community and the

world in service and education
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The Episcopal Diocese of Northern California, created in 1910, is in 
the Diocese of the Episcopal Church in the United States of America 
with jurisdiction over the northern part of California. The Most Rev. 
Michael Curry is the Presiding Bishop and Primate of the Episcopal 
Church of the United States.

The Diocese of Northern California is in Province 8 in the United States and its 
cathedral, Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, is in Sacramento. The Rt. Rev. Barry L. Beisner 
is the seventh and current bishop. The Diocese is divided into seven geographical 
deaneries. St. Augustine Church is part of the Central Deanery.

The Episcopal Diocese of Northern California is one of the largest geographically of 
the six Episcopal Dioceses in California. It is bordered to the north by Oregon, to the 
west by the Pacific Ocean, to the east by Nevada and to the south by a line that extends 
roughly from Petaluma to Benicia to Galt to Sutter Creek to Nevada. The Diocese 
serves 69 parishes and missions and approximately 11,450 congregants. The territory 
that became the Diocese of Northern California was initially part of the Diocese of 
California. The Diocese of Northern California is guided by these principles:

IDENTITY: We are a family of congregations in Northern California following Jesus 
Christ in the Anglican way as part of The Episcopal Church; we are partners with God 
in God’s mission here and throughout the world.

PURPOSE: We are called to follow, trust and obey Jesus Christ.

MISSION: The Mission of the Diocese is to make disciples, raise up saints and 
transform communities for Christ in Northern California.

STRATEGY: Create, develop and support healthy congregations. 

CORE VALUES: Our abiding values are the values of the New Covenant of Jesus Christ 
and of our Baptismal Covenant with Him. This is how we mean to live. In our Diocese, 
we are especially committed to worship, outreach and formation. 

 THE DIOCESE OF 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA



THE TALE OF TWO SAINTS

St. Augustine of Hippo and St. Augustine of Canterbury are two decidedly different 

people. “Our guy is St. Augustine of Canterbury,” said Pastor Liz in one of her 

sermons as she differentiated between the two men. Our name, St. Augustine of 

Canterbury Episcopal Church, was given to us by Bishop Jerry Lamb.

St. Augustine of Canterbury (a gust’ tin)

The sixth-century bishop St. Augustine of Canterbury 

is famous for his missionary work in England. Pope 

Gregory the Great chose him to lead a group of 30 monks 

to England. When they arrived in 597, they were kindly 

received by King Ethelbert, a pagan married to a Christian. 

Their work progressed slowly.

St. Augustine journeyed briefly to France and was 

consecrated a Bishop. He then returned to England 

and established his see, or Diocese, in Canterbury. The see at Canterbury 

prospered, and additional Dioceses were established. By the time of his death 

in 605, he had created a solid foundation for England’s Christianity.

St. Augustine of Hippo (au’ gus teen)

St. Augustine of Hippo (in present day Algeria) was an early 

North African Christian theologian and philosopher whose 

writings influenced the development of Western Christianity. 

He is widely regarded as the most prominent Christian 

thinker after St. Paul. In 391, he became the Bishop of Hippo, a 

position he held until his death in 430.

St. Augustine of Hippo is best known for his two treatises: 

Confessions and On the City of God. His Confessions, an intensely 

personal autobiography, generated his philosophical musings about the nature 

of God. The City of God was written to protest allegations that Christianity 

brought about the decline of Rome. Considered one of Augustine’s most 

important works, it is a cornerstone of western religious thought.
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TIMELINE
1987 - 1988 It all began with a vision…to establish as A Safe Place for People 

Seeking God

1989 Peter entered Church Divinity School of the Pacific, Berkeley.

1989 Peter Fritsch was granted permission by Bishop John L. Thompson 
to begin recruiting in the Rocklin, Loomis and Newcastle areas.

Early 1990s A group of about 15 folks who were seeking A Safe Place for People 
Seeking God began meeting in Peter’s living room.   

1992 The group began meeting in the auditorium of Loomis Elementary 
School Gymnasium. At the time, the Church was called an 
Unorganized Mission. Peter was the Missioner. 

June 1992 Fr. Peter was ordained a Deacon.

November 29, 1992 The first public service recorded in the Register of Church Services 
was held at the Loomis Elementary School Gym.

December 24, 1992 The first Christmas Eve service was held at the Loomis Elementary 
School with Rev. Canon Roger Wilkowski as Celebrant.

January 1993 Fr. Peter ordained a Priest at Trinity Cathedral. 

December 24, 1993 The Church moved to 4320 Anthony Court, Suite 8, Rocklin. Fr. 
Peter Fritsch was the Vicar. First services were held Christmas Eve. 
Attendance at the 6 p.m. service was 51 and 74 at the 7:30 p.m. 
service. 

October 29, 1998 Certificate of Organization was presented officially proclaiming St. 
Augustine a Mission. 

January 10, 1999 Fr. Peter’s last service. He accepted a call as Rector to a church in 
Lubbock, Texas. 

June 13, 1999 Fr. Jim Bingham became Vicar.

October 31, 1999 Last services were held at Anthony Court location.
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November 14, 1999 The Church moved to 4505 Granite Drive, Suite 1. Rocklin.

January 3, 2000 Fr. Jim Bingham’s last service at St. Augustine. 

 March 5, 2000 Fr. Nordon Winger was called as Priest.

May 7, 2000 Fr. Winger was installed as Vicar by Bishop Jerry Lamb.

Spring 2003 The Diocese purchased ten acres on Wildcat Boulevard for a future 
home for St. Augustine. 

April 2004 A Blessing of the Land service was held on the Wildcat property 
celebrating our future home.

October 17, 2004 The Church moved to 3825 Cincinnati Avenue. The first service was 
held in the new location October 17, 2004. Bishop Lamb was the 
officiant, at which time he dedicated the new space.

May 21, 2006 Fr. Winger presided over a special blessing of the property service 
on the Wildcat property. 

December 6, 2009 December 6, 2009, the Church moved to the Maria Montessori 
Charter Academy and worshiped in the multipurpose room. Our 
offices were adjacent to the property where we intended to build a 
new church building.

March 7, 2010 Fr. Winger celebrated ten years as Vicar at St. Augustine.

November 21, 2010 Fr. Winger celebrated his last service as Vicar at St. Augustine 
Church. He was called as Rector to Good Shepherd of the Hills, Cave 
Creek, Arizona.

January - October 
2011

Pastor Dori Torrey served as Interim Vicar.

November 20, 2011 The Rev. Elizabeth Armstrong was called as our new Vicar. 

February 19, 2012 Pastor Liz was installed as Vicar of St. Augustine by Bishop Barry 
Beisner.
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May 13, 2012 A special service was held marking the footprint of the proposed 
Church building.  

July 2012 St. Augustine launched a Capital Campaign, Called to Build…It’s a 
New Day!

November 10, 2012 St. Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal Church achieved Parish Sta-
tus at the 2012 Diocesan Convention in Anderson.

January 19, 2013 Bishop Barry Beisner officiated at the groundbreaking ceremony 
and Installation of Pastor Liz Armstrong as our first Rector.

July 29, 2013 Construction began under the direction of parishioner, Jim Tilton, 
CEO of Tilton Pacific Construction. Michael January was the site 
superintendent. 

December 20, 2013 Construction of the First Church was completed ahead of schedule. 
We began to move into the new space that day.

December 22, 2013 We celebrated our first official service in the new Church building.

February 28, 2014 Bishop Barry Beisner presided over the First Church Dedication. 

January 2014 The Rev. Maryellen Garnier joined St. Augustine as a                   
non-stipendiary Associate Priest. 

July 2015 Our second Capital Campaign, forward in faith, was initiated.

May – July 2016 Pastor Liz took a sabbatical leave. 

November 26, 2017 Celebrate the 25th anniversary of the first public service of 

St. Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal Church.
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CHAPTER I
In the Beginnning ...

It all began with a vision…A Safe Place for People Seeking God…a dream for a 

new church that God placed in the heart of Peter Fritsch. 

Peter and his family had settled in Auburn, California, in the late 1980s 

after many years in the Humboldt, California area. Peter attended St. Luke’s 

Episcopal Church, Auburn, California, where he was quite moved by the 

“activity at the altar.” He felt a call to ministry but had not acted upon it 

until The Rev. Tom Jansen, then Rector of St. Luke’s, encouraged Peter to 

consider seminary. Peter entered California Divinity School of the Pacific 

(CDSP), Berkeley, in 1989, was ordained a Deacon in June 1992 and a priest in 

January 1993. 

While attending seminary, Peter had a vision of what would become St. 

Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal Church, Rocklin, California. It was a long 

journey to see the realization of that dream.

To follow his dream, Peter approached Bishop John L. Thompson, then 

Bishop of the Diocese of Northern California, and asked permission to gather 

a new flock. His request was blessed with the provision that only people in 

Placer, Nevada and El Dorado counties be contacted. 

Always the Pied Piper, Peter met people on street corners, in cafes, coffee 

shops and every public place he could think of, including his personal client 

list from his carpet cleaning business. Peter would ask, “Do you have a church 

that works for you? I am looking to form a church focused on families and youth. Are 

you interested?” Most of the people who felt moved to attend this new church 
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were skeptical of organized religion or had been wounded in their early 

church experiences. They were very much open to Peter’s description of A 

Safe Place for People Seeking God.

Peter gathered 15 people who began meeting in his living room in early 1992 

to pray and to discern the new church. Early records indicate that the very 

first participants were John Bassett, Helen Costa, John and Eddie Elliott, 

Tom Hickerson, Robin Mather, Richard Mather, Margie Daniels, Shirley 

Fredrickson, Rich and Rhonda Wampler, Pat Donoho Lowe and Dave and 

Linda Breninger. That was our beginning.  

Loomis Elementary School Gymnasium 

3505 Taylor Road  •  Loomis, California 95650

The early group quickly outgrew Peter’s living room and began holding 

Morning and Evening Prayer services in the Loomis Elementary School 

gymnasium. Some of these early members included Rich and Rhonda 

Wampler, Susan and John Gardner, Pat Lowe, Rob and Mary Lou Habel, Dave 

and Linda Breninger and Martha and Steve Briggs and the late Helen Costa. 

There may have been others, but records are incomplete.
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The first public service for St. Augustine was held on November 29, 1992, 

at the Loomis location. Pat Lowe recalled, “The custodian set up 40 chairs, and 

every chair was occupied.” The Rev. Canon Roger Wilkowski, from the Diocese, 

was the celebrant at this first service.

Peter continued to attract new members with his outgoing style. His ability to 

connect with people led to rapid growth. In less than a year, the congregation 

had outgrown the Loomis location, so Peter and a few others began looking 

for affordable property or buildings.

4320 Anthony Court #8   •  Rocklin, California 95677 

In early 1993, a warehouse location was found on Anthony Court in Rocklin. 

Church members raised funds for upgrades and modifications. With those 

monies, along with support from the Diocese, the warehouse was converted 

to a more permanent home for St. Augustine. 

Pat Lowe remarked, “How amazing to see what prayer, hard work and 

determination could accomplish. Within a short time, that blank industrial building 

was turned into a real, thriving, worship-filled and warm place to praise God!” The 

first service at Anthony Court was Christmas Eve, 1992. It was an Evening 

Prayer service because Peter had not yet been ordained a priest. He was 

ordained in January 1993. 

The official name of the Church became a reality in late 1993. Early records 

indicate that Bishop Jerry Lamb, then the Bishop of the Diocese, announced 

the name of the Church would be St. Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal 

Church, Rocklin. The new name was 

incorporated into the remodel of the 

Anthony Court location.

Shortly after the naming, early 

members, Susan and John Gardner, 

made a trip to England and returned 

with a stone. This stone was from the 

undercroft beneath the altar that was 

part of a remodel project of Canterbury Cathedral and presented to them 

by The Very Reverend John A. Simpson, Dean of Canterbury Cathedral. The 
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stone was blessed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev. and Rt. 

Hon. George Carey. This stone is a symbol of our solidarity with the greater 

worldwide Anglican Communion. Church members were excited to be a part 

of this exchange of Christian heritage and faith. 

The spirit of the beginning core members was inspired by Fr. Peter. He 

created an environment that was positive, exciting, new, fresh and faith-

filled. The Holy Spirit was alive and well in a very palpable way. This spirit 

was affirmed by the number of new families that continued to appear and to 

share the same desire for A Safe Place for People Seeking God. 

Joan Howe remembers that “the services were very interactive, unstuffy, warm 

and friendly.” They were designed to build relationships between people and 

with God. Fr. Peter wanted the language of the service to be in the language 

of the people present. Our services continue today with a strong sense of 

community and the importance of relationships. 

Music was a very important centerpiece of the service. There was a 

combination of traditional and praise music. The congregation even 

developed its own song book. Fr. Peter played the keyboard and guitar and 

was, indeed, a one-man band. 

Using his marketing instincts, Fr. Peter incorporated the theme from the 

then - popular The Blues Brothers movie, “We are on a mission to find God.” He 

often dressed in a Blues Brothers look to lead a service. This theme was used 

in all of the social and outreach communication materials. We have seen the 

same theme carried out in performances by Jim Tilton and Rich Wampler at 

recent Church barbeques.  

Following Fr. Peter’s lead for a widespread marketing campaign, all 

members, including children, were asked to hand address flyers sent out 

four times a year. Between 6,000 and 8,000 flyers were mailed to the broader 

Loomis, Rocklin and Newcastle areas. These became affectionately known as 

the green flyers. Ken and Vicki Cichocki remember receiving the green flyer. 

“We kept it on the door of our refrigerator for a year before we attended our first 

service.” 

Life at Anthony Court was vibrant and exciting. New members were arriving 

every Sunday. The congregation felt safe, loved, accepted and energized. 
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These early members put their hearts and souls into the building of a new 

Church community, centered around families and children. Membership 

reached an average of 240. Jim and Stephanie Tilton recall doing coffee 

hour almost every Sunday at Anthony Court. Kathryn Jordan remembers 

the sandwich board on Pacific Avenue directing visitors to the St. Augustine 

location. She said, “My job was to pick it up after services each Sunday and return it 

to the building.” 

Sunday School was thriving under the leadership of Stephania Kogut, 

Director of Youth Ministries and, at its highest mark, there were more than 

100 children in the program. Events and social activities were at the center of 

Church life. Ministries were beginning to form that helped serve the 

Church – altar guild, ushers, lectors, music and acolytes. Outreach to the 

community surrounding the Church became an integral part of the culture of 

the people. 

God continued to be faithful to St. Augustine, and, with the support of the 

Diocese, the then Unorganized Mission became eligible for Mission status. 

The formal Certification of Organization was presented to St. Augustine: 

“On this date, October 29, 1998, I, The Rt. Rev. Jerry A. Lamb, met with members 

of St. Augustine of Canterbury Church in Rocklin, California.  At that time, I was 

presented with a Petition of Organization of the Mission as outlined in the Diocesan 

Canons (Canon 30).  More than 20 persons have signed this document and they 

have set out their desire to be a Mission, and also declared their adherence to the 

Doctrine, Discipline and Worship of the Episcopal Church in the United States, to the 

Constitution and Canons of this Church, General and Diocesan, and their willingness 

to conform to the rules which are, or may hereafter be established for Missions of the 

Diocese of Northern California. The bounds of this newly established Mission shall 

be the cities of Rocklin and Loomis, California. It will be my intention to present to 

The Rev. Canon Kent McNair a request that St. Augustine of Canterbury be admitted 

into full union with the Diocesan Convention to be held November 7 and 8, 1998, in 

Redding, California, at which time this Certificate will be entered into the Diocesan 

Records and presented to the Secretary of the Convention.”

On that date, St. Augustine became a Mission. Fr. Peter Fritsch was our first 

Vicar, Ken Cichocki, Senior Warden and Don Schetter, Junior Warden. We 

were now official!  
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Having completed God’s call to establish this Church, Fr. Peter felt a need 

to move in a new direction. In early 1999, he answered a call to a church in 

Texas. 

Fr. Jim Bingham was called as the new Vicar in June 1999. He recognized 

the growth of the Church was limited by space and lack of visibility at 

Anthony Court. Fr. Bingham was instrumental in organizing the move to the 

storefront building on 4505 Granite Drive in Rocklin later that year. 

4505 Granite Drive Suite #1   •   Rocklin, California 95677

And once again, St. 

Augustine was on the 

move. The members rolled 

up their sleeves and went 

to work to convert the 

storefront space into a new 

Church home! Partitions 

were added to create Sunday 

School and office space and 

a small kitchen/fellowship 

area. After setting up the 

pews and other church 

furnishings, it became our new home. This location did allow for higher 

visibility, but other problems loomed.

In less than a year, Fr. Bingham left St. Augustine to take a position in 

Florida.  These were difficult times for our members. A change in location 

and the loss of two Vicars in a short time left the congregation reeling, but 

the St. Augustine family was a determined and committed group! We had 

come this far with God’s help, and we would continue to follow our call to 

worship as a congregation. 

Bishop Lamb and many others from the Diocese were most supportive. In the 

Episcopal tradition, a series of supply priests kept our services going until a 

new priest could be called.
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Fr. Nordon Winger accepted the call to become the new Vicar of St. Augustine. 

He was installed May 7, 2000. The congregation rallied around Fr. Winger 

and his family, wife Chris and three children, Chana, C.J. and Chon. 

Fr. Winger was charged by Bishop Lamb to revitalize the spirit of St. 

Augustine Church. By the time Fr. Winger arrived, the Diocese was concerned 

about the continued viability of St. Augustine. The organization of the 

Church was not cohesive at this point, finances were in chaos and meeting 

our budget was a challenge. The congregation was still struggling with the 

changes of the past two years and needed the strong leadership Fr. Winger 

had to offer. He had a good reputation for moving churches forward. 

Fr. Winger took time to assess the health of the Church. He felt the spirit was 

still alive. He began work on the fundamentals of organizing the Church and 

immediately initiated a stewardship campaign to raise the necessary funds to 

run the Church.  

The Diocese was supportive; however, there were some who questioned the 

continued existence of St. Augustine. Bishop Lamb was as determined as our 

Church membership to see St. Augustine survive. To that end, the Diocese 

supported the Church with an average of $33,000 per year. With this breath 

of new life, the Church was re-energized. The Holy Spirit was working at 

St. Augustine. There was no doubt that there was still a need for A Safe Place 

for People Seeking God. 

As new programs began to emerge, membership grew, finances were 

stabilized. Church members continued to host a series of outreach and social 

events and activities. We sponsored a Faith Alive weekend, presented Alpha, 

an evangelical outreach program, worked a fireworks booth and held family 

nights for games and movies. 

Praise and classical music welcomed us prior to services. The late Earl Jordan 

regularly surprised us with new embellishments for our worship space. Adult 

education was held between services. A Daughters of the King chapter was 

chartered. A women’s retreat was held at Camp Noel Porter, Lake Tahoe. The 

Sunday School program was revived under the direction of Stephania Kogut. 

In order to make more flexible space in the sanctuary, a suggestion was 

brought forth to replace the redwood pews with chairs. At first, this was not 
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well-received. In fact, it was quite divisive. It affectionately became known 

as “the pew revolt.” Rich Wampler saved the day when he suggested, “love 

a pew, take a pew home.” That turned the tide. Chairs arrived and added 

much more flexible floor space for a variety of activities. The redwood from 

the pews continues to bless our sanctuary with furnishings created from the 

original wood.

Life at Granite Drive improved significantly. We grew in membership as well 

as funds. However, it soon became clear that the size of the building, about 

4,000 square feet, and the expensive lease were hampering further growth. 

It was at this time Fr. Gene Coombs and his wife, Diane, arrived at 

St. Augustine. Fr. Gene was a popular priest. He taught classes, provided 

lector training and assisted Fr. Winger. Fr. Gene served at St. Augustine for 

several years before he and Diane moved to Reno. He has since passed away. 

After five years at Granite Drive, it was time for another move. The physical 

building did not accommodate our needs, and the cost of the lease was 

excessive. Space was limited for Sunday School. There was no kitchen which 

made social events and coffee hour difficult. There was no room to grow. 

Granite Drive lacked the feeling of a church as it was a true store front with 

large, plate-glass windows and small space. Traffic was heavy, but the 

location did not draw potential members. It was not a place where people 

wanted to stay for worship. Perhaps it was time to purchase property to build 

a permanent home or at the very least find larger accommodations. 

Fr. Winger led the search.

The group looked at a Methodist church on I-80, as well as other churches 

that were for sale. Nothing seemed to be the right fit. Meanwhile, a friend 

of Fr. Winger’s from All Saints Episcopal Church, Sacramento, Doni 

Blumenstock, knew Larry Kelly, a developer in Stanford Ranch, and she put 

Fr. Winger in touch with him. Fr. Winger looked at the property, now our 

current home. Ten acres on Wildcat Boulevard were available at $180,000 

per acre. Fr. Winger received permission from Bishop Lamb to make an offer. 

By the time Fr. Winger came back with the offer, the price had gone up to 

$190,000. Bishop Lamb agreed to the increase. 

The Diocese purchased ten acres for $1.9 million in 2003, for the purpose of 

building St. Augustine Church. They later sold three-and-one-half acres at 
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the southwestern corner to the Maria Montessori Charter Academy (MMCA) 

for $1.5 million. The Diocese had made a commitment that would lead to our 

permanent home.

3825 Cincinnati Avenue  •  Rocklin, California 95765

In the meantime, the nomadic 

group went searching for yet 

another new home, keeping 

the dream of building a church 

in the back of their minds. A 

committee, headed by Mike 

Lloyd and Stephanie Tilton, 

found a large warehouse 

located in an industrial area on 

Cincinnati Avenue in Rocklin. 

The property had formerly been 

a church, so it seemed it might be a positive place for us to grow. 

Our Christian carpenters got to work once again. They built a platform for 

the altar, painted walls, redid the bathrooms, cleaned, added cabinets to the 

kitchen and partitioned off Sunday School classrooms and offices. 

The first service at the Cincinnati Avenue location was October 17, 2004. 

Bishop Lamb was the celebrant and dedicated the new worship space. The 

spiritual and social tradition of St. Augustine flourished in this new setting. 

The congregation was very excited to finally have a home that allowed for 

growth and spiritual and social activities. 

Bill and Ginny Howe introduced name tags and a picture board. They became 

the official greeters. It was impossible to get by Bill and Ginny without a huge 

welcome hug. Kathleen Quigley chaired a committee that helped publish a 

photo directory. 

Carole Peterson introduced Foyer Groups, social gatherings held outside the 

church made up of six to eight people – a great way to get to know folks in an 

informal setting. Carole also established a partnership with The Gathering Inn, 

a non-profit agency providing services for the homeless in Placer County. 
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Family picnics were held each fall at Johnson-Springfield Park in Rocklin, 

and Jack Dillon worked his magic on the barbeque. Donna Reynolds, our 

talented pianist, highlighted a fundraiser with a lively concert of Broadway 

tunes. 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers became a regular part of the Worship Service. 

Fr. Winger led interesting and stimulating study groups. He was a very gifted 

teacher. The congregation participated in the Natural Church Development 

(NCD) program, led by Steve Mershon and the Mission Committee. The Palm 

Sunday procession wound through the parking lot in and around the Frito-

Lay trucks. 

Ralph Nave began a chapter of The Brotherhood of St. Andrew, an 

international ministry for men and boys in the Episcopal Church. The 

Daughters of the King, which had been introduced while still at the Granite 

Drive location, continued to grow and was active in prayer and service. 

The location did prove to be quite a challenge. Once again, we were hidden in 

a warehouse alley which made it very difficult to find the Church. It just so 

happened that a sign board was blank at the northwest corner of 

Highway 65 and West Sunset Boulevard. Fr. Winger knew of a good sign 

maker from his days in El Paso, Texas, who designed and created a sign. It 

attracted a number of new families. Eventually, government officials ordered 

our sign be removed.

Gail Berger recalls how she and Charley saw the sign and followed the 

directions to St. Augustine. “At first we were not impressed. It did not look like a 

Church. But after attending and meeting the friendly people, we knew we had found 

our Church home.”  

Roberta and Bill Sullivan also found St. Augustine by following the sign. We 

had been praying for a more organized music program, and our prayers were 

answered. It just so happened that Roberta was a very skilled musician and 

took on the job of Music Director with much joy. Donna Reynolds continued 

as accompanist. Roberta started with a small group of dedicated folks, and 

over time, the choir grew to nearly 20 members providing beautiful music for 

our services. Ralph Nave built risers on the stage for the choir.  
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The freeway sign became part of the lore of the Cincinnati location, as did the 

Frito-Lay trucks. We shared the alley with a Frito-Lay warehouse. Over time, 

their fleet of trucks grew and grew. It became hard to find parking for Church 

services and events. Our dedicated members overcame this challenge and 

worked around it. Members at the Cincinnati location will never forget those 

Frito-Lay trucks or the freeway sign. 

There were emerging challenges. The once-thriving Sunday School began 

to decline. The older students graduated from high school and moved on. 

Younger families were not attracted to this location. There were very brave 

attempts to keep the Sunday School programs going. Georgiana Carmody and 

Marlene Harner organized a wonderful program for the very young students 

for a couple of years. Joan Howe planned a creative curriculum for the middle 

school students. In spite of the dedicated teachers, attendance was not 

consistent, and eventually, it seemed best to phase out the Sunday School 

program but maintain the nursery. The Beckman children, Lily and Zach, 

were our first nursery guests. 

Attendance began to decline, finances were a real challenge and pledges were 

down. After four years at Cincinnati Avenue, it became clear this location was 

not working. The rent was high. The warehouse, hidden in an industrial area, 

did not attract many new members and was not an appealing location for 

young families with children. Unfortunately, it was time for another move. 

As mentioned earlier, the Diocese had purchased ten acres on Wildcat 

Boulevard. Church leaders were motivated to explore new possibilities: 

actually building a church on this property, leasing another church location 

or purchasing an existing church property. 

The Building Transition Committee (BTC), organized and headed by Steve 

Mershon and Jim Tilton, began meeting to look at various plans. Building 

a new Church on the Wildcat property became a priority. The BTC met with 

architects and Church members to begin a design phase. This vision to build 

the Church became closer to reality. Still, many barriers needed to be crossed, 

but the seeds were planted. 

In the meantime, the Diocese had sold three-and-a-half acres to Maria 

Montessori Charter Academy (MMCA) which had built a K-8 school on the 

property. Steve and Jim met with Brent Boothby, MMCA principal, regarding 
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a strip of land the school needed for a garden. Brent happened to mention 

that other churches were inquiring about renting multi-purpose space from 

MMCA. Both Jim and Steve recall, “a light bulb went on – an aha moment 

occurred.” St. Augustine Church should be the one moving to MMCA.

Maria Montessori Charter Academy

1850 Wildcat Boulevard  •  Rocklin, California 95765

Once again, we were on 

the move. Inventory of our 

belongings had multiplied. 

The St. Augustine army of 

volunteers again went to 

work. Materials were sorted, 

unneeded items sent to the 

Salvation Army, furniture 

given away and cupboards 

cleaned out. We were ready 

for the next move.

The MMCA space included 

the use of the multipurpose room on Sundays (set-up on Saturdays and 

take-down on Sundays) and a portable classroom located across the patio. 

A contest was held to name the portable. Canterbury Hall was the winner, a 

name that moved on to our First Church. The Vicar’s office, volunteer office, 

choir area, sacristy, Sunday School and group meetings shared this space. It 

was intimate to say the least. 

Life as shared tenancy proved to be most challenging. Realities of the 

logistics between Canterbury Hall and the multipurpose room seemed so 

simple in the beginning. After several months, it became quite burdensome. 

Who can forget the dedicated volunteers who came every Saturday to set up 

the church, rain or shine? The choir and Sunday School children marched 

across the patio in hot sun, pouring rain and heavy wind. The Altar Guild 

pushed a cart full of worship materials over the yellow safety bumps hoping 

their items would not fall off. It was a real challenge, but we never lost our 

spirit. 
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Rich Wampler built a smaller altar table from one of the old pews. It had 

hinges and collapsed and could be stored in the storage pods. It was modeled 

after one used by St. Joseph Morello Catholic Church, Granite Bay, California, 

when they were worshiping in a gymnasium. Our prayer books and hymnals 

were stored in the pods. Chairs were moved in and out of storage each week. 

The kitchen consisted of a large refrigerator and a very small sink. It 

made social events and coffee hour challenging. As socially connected as 

our members have always been, we met the challenge and continued our 

tradition of potluck luncheons and coffee hours that provided a real sense of 

community. Ralph Nave, the coffee hour hero, always found a way to work 

efficiently in the limited facility. 

Church life kept moving forward. The choir continued to grow and provided 

a “joyful noise to our Lord.” Wally Rushkin shared his talents on the cello, 

and Donna Reynolds entertained us with her unique style of music on the 

keyboard. 

Congregational members continued to participate in strong outreach 

programs. In addition to initiating the work with The Gathering Inn, Carole 

also started the St. Vincent de Paul feeding program. Catherine Beckman and 

Gaby Sisk organized our members to work at a Feed My Starving Children 

event. At Christmas time, Gaby and Catherine took their children to ring 

the Salvation Army bell at Walmart. Catherine also organized a community 

garage sale with funds going to outreach. Rich and Rhonda Wampler, 

Rob Shonk, Chris and Bob Deering and Stephanie Tilton volunteered in the 

MMCA after-school programs in science, art, crafts, reading and music.

Membership slowly started to increase again. A few young families with 

children began to attend regularly. Susan Lampton and Kathleen Quigley 

organized a new Sunday School program, very small with 12 students at 

first, but eventually it grew to 17. The program included Bible lessons, a craft 

activity and music. We presented a small, but delightful, Christmas pageant 

that year.  

The BTC, headed by Steve Mershon, which had been formed at the 

Cincinnati Avenue location continued to move forward. This group began 

serious conversations about the possibility of building our own First Church.  

We could envision our future Church home every time we drove in the 
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driveway. We recognized that many challenges had to be overcome before 

we could consider a building plan, but we were committed to seeing this 

through. No dream had ever been too big for St. Augustine.

As this dream grew, Fr. Winger realized that building a church was not his 

calling, although he supported the concept. After ten years at St. Augustine, 

he was ready to move on to a new phase of his ministry. After much 

thoughtful prayer, he accepted a call to Good Shepherd of the Hills in 

Cave Creek, Arizona. When he arrived in 2000, it was not clear the Church 

would survive. When he left in 2010, thanks to his strong and effective 

leadership, the congregation was ready to begin planning for a permanent 

home. 

After Fr. Winger left, St. Augustine was well-served by many talented supply 

priests. The Rev. Canon Britt Olson, at the request of Bishop Barry Beisner, 

guided us through yet another transition. Her positive energy strengthened 

us to meet the new challenges. She provided a boost of enthusiasm during 

the month of December 2010, and she has continued to be a strong supporter 

of St. Augustine Church through the years. 

In January 2011, the Rev. Dori Torrey was named as our interim Vicar.  

She brought stability to the organization of Church affairs. Her creativity 

was reflected through art and collage activities and alternative service 

presentations. Pastor Dori held a series of conversations which led to creating 

a more formal structure of ministries for Christian Education, Outreach, 

Pastoral Care, Communications, Resources Development and Worship. 

She supported the work of the BTC and the efforts to build a church on the 

Wildcat Boulevard property. 

Pastor Dori prepared us to partner with our new Vicar so we might grow as 

a community, try new things and move forward with the building project.  

It was hard to say good bye, but we were very excited to welcome our new, 

permanent Vicar. 

After a nine-month search and consultations with Canon Britt and 

Bishop Beisner, our Search Committee, chaired by Steve Mershon, extended a 

call to Pastor Liz Armstrong. Pastor Liz was “beyond excited” to accept our call 

to be the new Vicar. It was no coincidence that Pastor Liz was presented to us 

at that perfect moment in our journey. 
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Pastor Liz came from Faith Episcopal Church, Cameron Park, and brought 

with her a skill set needed to help St. Augustine move forward. It was clear 

the time had come to take the leap of faith and begin plans for a First Church 

on our property. As Jim Tilton remarked, “Let’s just do it.” Pastor Liz had 

first-hand experience in the building of a new church. Faith Cameron Park 

had recently completed its new building. 

In her first letter to the congregation, Pastor Liz promised to be with us 

“to pray, to listen to scripture, to preach, to sing, to plan, to share in the joys and 

struggles of our lives…and to be with you as we walk forward together to a new day…

the building of our First Church.” 

Pastor Liz has walked beside us, guiding us toward these goals. As her letter 

went on to promise, “My prayer is to be your servant leader, an inspiration, 

a comfort and a prophetic voice reminding us that to follow Jesus is a joy and a 

responsibility.”  Her sermons and teachings continue to inspire us to grow 

spiritually. 

Pastor Liz brought a new energy to the congregation. Programs were 

introduced, new members began to arrive and our growth assumed an 

upward trend. Sunday School was growing. Friends in Serving Him (FISH), 

a group for junior high and high school students was formed under the 

leadership of Sarah Quinney, Carlton Allen and Theresa Allen. 

One exciting result of our growing Sunday School was that we hosted our 

first Vacation Bible School (VBS), a tradition that continues today. Fifteen 

students enjoyed a wonderful week of Bible stories, crafts, snacks and music. 

The Bug Zone was the theme of the first VBS. 

Our spiritual development was enhanced by a second Faith Alive weekend 

organized by Joan Howe. Tom Riley, our guest facilitator, called for us to 

stretch during this time of transition and growth. As we shared our personal 

stories, we came to care more for each other in a deeper way.  

We began hosting our traditional fall barbeque on the MMCA school grounds. 

Jack Dillon introduced his “world-famous” barrel chicken. Music and 

entertainment were provided by Rob Shonk and his fellow musicians. The 

children enjoyed a slip-and-slide. These BBQs have become a tradition and 

continue at our First Church location.
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We also embarked on our first Capital Campaign, Called to Build…It’s a New 

Day. St. Augustine was approved for Parish Status at the annual Diocesan 

Convention in Anderson, California, in November 2012.

Pastor Liz guided the congregation to better position itself to meet the needs 

of our neighboring community as well as explore new outreach opportunities. 

We also needed to prepare ourselves for the changes and challenges we would 

encounter as we moved to a larger, more visible location. How would we 

greet new members? What types of programs and support would be needed 

as the make-up of the Church changed? 

To that end, a process of visioning was needed. As God would work, 

the Diocese was offering a program called missio:Engage! at exactly the 

time of our need. We embraced missio:Engage!, a 24-month intentional 

redevelopment process, which gave us tools to develop the internal structure 

needed for potential growth in membership that we knew would follow after 

the move. 

Pastor Liz established the Leader Team, a group of Church ministry leaders 

who met regularly to plan the move to our First Church. This group continues 

to serve to meet continuing challenges in our new setting. 

As we reflect on our time at MMCA, it is clear those were pivotal years for St. 

Augustine. We came together as a congregation to call a new Vicar, who later 

became our first Rector. We maintained financial independence from the 

Diocese, achieved Parish status, began our first Capital Campaign and broke 

ground on our First Church.  

An interesting note, we began to call this new proposed building our First 

Church. It represented our first permanent home. This would become our 

sixth location.

It all began with a vision…A Safe Place for 

People Seeking God…a dream for a new 

Church that remained steadfast over 25 

years and six location moves. A small 

group of people held the dream and were 

joined by many others over the years. We 

were inspired by the Holy Spirit to pursue 

a common goal.
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CHAPTER II
Called to Build ... Our First Church

It began with a dream and now the dream was about to become a reality. 

The new day had come; we were called to build. The focused efforts and 

intentional work, which began in 2006, prepared our Parish to embark on a 

project to construct a sacred space, a legacy for generations to come. 

This 22-year dream started with Fr. Peter Fritsch and was carried through by 

a dedicated group of St. Augustine members. God would continue to work in 

mysterious ways with our congregation. A new group of members joined the 

Church during our Granite Drive and Cincinnati Avenue years. They caught 

the spirit of the early members and, together, developed the vision of seeking 

a permanent home for A Safe Place for People Seeking God. This new source of 

energy led to exploring the question:  How Can We Build a Church? 

To tell that part of the story, we go back to May 2003. Fr. Nordon Winger 

had met with the Stanford Ranch developers and negotiated on behalf of the 

Diocese for the purchase of ten acres on Wildcat Boulevard for $1.9 million. 

To celebrate that purchase, a special blessing of the land was held on the 

property in 2004. The Diocese later sold three-and-one-half acres at the 

southwest corner of the property to Maria Montessori Charter Academy 

(MMCA) for $1.5 million. 

By late 2004, the congregation had moved to the Cincinnati Avenue location. 

In early 2005, Fr. Winger placed in the foyer a display of the initial Wildcat 

Boulevard site plans prepared by the original Diocesan architect, Tim 

Mathias. The plans illustrated a campus of three buildings and generated 
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a buzz of excitement. Based on this interest, Tim was invited to present a 

description of the site plan which raised a lot of enthusiasm. He closed his 

talk by challenging the congregation to “just go get the money to build.”  There 

was plenty of discussion, disagreement and resistance. The reality was that 

our resources were limited, but our motivation was abundant. We wondered, 

if we build it, will they come? At one point, Jim Tilton exclaimed, “Just build 

it!”

On a beautiful spring day in May 2006, we held a worship service on the 

Wildcat Boulevard property. It was a good reminder of how committed we 

were to moving forward in building our Church, yet there was still no clear 

path about how we would accomplish that goal.   

With this challenge in mind, Steve Mershon, a newer member of the 

congregation, put his creative mind and professional planning skills to work 

to propose a Communication Plan. This was the first part of a larger project 

plan. The purpose was to create awareness within our congregation, the 

Diocese and the outside community that we were interested in developing a 

building plan. Steve ultimately refined the Communication Plan to include 

funds for a laptop, a projector, a V-shaped sign and various other tools and 

support materials. The Diocese approved a credit in the amount of $21,000 

to our Diocesan apportionment, the financial allocation each church pays 

to support the Diocese. Subsequently, Steve was invited to head the newly 

forming Communication Commission for the Bishop.

Simultaneously, Fr. Winger introduced us to Natural Church Development 

(NCD) and asked Fr. Jeff Frost from All Saints Episcopal Church in Redding 

to facilitate this program. NCD is a method by which congregations can 

gain a better understanding about themselves in the context of “quality 

factors” that measure and reflect the health of the Church. This work was an 

integration of spiritual formation and church operations. Steve Mershon and 

the Mission Committee were instrumental in the implementation of the NCD 

program at St. Augustine.

From our work with NCD, we determined the need to better organize the 

committee structure of the Church. We formed a Finance Team and a 

Communication Team. Steve organized the Building Transition Committee 
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(BTC). Original members were Steve 

Mershon, Jack Dillon, Jim Tilton, John 

Quigley, Mike Lloyd, Ralph Nave, Dave 

Thomas, Doug Perry and Fr. Winger. The 

BTC was chartered to keep all the options 

on the table for establishing a permanent 

home for St. Augustine which included 

either renting a church, buying one or 

building our own. NCD continued to play 

a key role in our strategic planning and 

spiritual development. Steve merged the 

tasks and goals for NCD, Communication, 

Finance and BTC to create one integrated 

plan that provided a road map for building 

our Church. The focus of the work was to 

demonstrate to the Diocese that we had the 

expertise and competence to manage the 

building project.

By the end of 2007, we had established a strong partnership with the Diocese 

- most importantly, with Bishop Beisner and Canon Britt Olson. In March 

2008, the integrated building transition plan was presented to the Bishop and 

Canon Britt. Steve Mershon, a certified project management professional, 

led the meetings. Jim Tilton, a member of St. Augustine and CEO of Tilton 

Pacific Construction, added his professional expertise to these meetings. 

The presentation included the first of several proposed site plans which 

have included additional buildings, a labyrinth, an outdoor columbarium, an 

amphitheater, extra parking and a community garden. (Appendix A and B)

The Bishop provided essential guidelines that directed our future course. 

He insisted the proposed Church include the capacity for 250 worshipers 

initially and called on us to continually develop our plans to grow to 400. 

He emphasized the need to maintain momentum. We also came to a key 

understanding that to finance and hold title to the property, we had to 

become a Parish. The Diocesan Chancellor outlined those requirements: 

establish financial independence, demonstrate the wisdom to resolve conflict 

(in particular while embarking on a building project) and remain unified. It 

Steve Mershon
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was important to us that we added a fourth principle which was to maintain 

transparency in all we do. 

Bishop Beisner and Canon Britt helped Steve and Jim as they prepared to 

present our plans to the Diocesan Congregational Development Commission 

in April 2008 and the Episcopal Diocese of Northern California Board of 

Directors two months later. These were the first of numerous trips Jim and 

Steve would make to visit these groups as the plans were developed and 

evolved. 

Our congregation was still grappling with the quandary, “If we build 

it, will they come or not?” We held each other’s difference in a “creative 

tension.” We continued to consider the three options: rent another church 

building, buy a church building or build on Wildcat. Mike Lloyd, a long-

standing St. Augustine congregant and BTC member, did most of the 

market analysis and searched for existing buildings. We looked at several 

properties in the Rocklin/Loomis area, including rental space and existing 

churches for purchase. Sierra Valley Church in Loomis was one of these 

options. Considerable time and effort were spent by the BTC and Diocese to 

understand how we could make this possibility work. 

We reached out to Faith Church in Cameron Park, St. John’s Roseville 

and St. Matthews, a new Lutheran Church located in Rocklin a mile from 

Wildcat Boulevard, churches that had recently completed building projects. 

We listened to their faith stories and learned about their challenges and 

successes. These conversations gave us a better understanding as to what it 

meant to build a church. 

We became more deliberate about settling on one of the three options. The 

Diocese helped us conclude the most viable alternative was to build on 

the Wildcat Boulevard property. This decision, led by God, was especially 

significant in light of the dynamics occurring nationwide and in our Diocese. 

Some Episcopal churches struggled with finances and declining membership, 

and a few closed. 

After finally deciding to build on the property, we began to focus on 

fundraising, finding the right architect and producing a viable site plan. With 

permission from the Diocese, we hired our own architect, Kevin Wilcox of 
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Comstock Johnson Architects, and began working on design plans that would 

meet our needs and financial abilities. Kevin had experience in building 

churches and working with congregations and had collaborated with Jim 

Tilton on other projects.

Kevin presented a proposed site plan to the congregation at a Town Hall 

meeting in March 2009. Parish members contributed ideas, thoughts and 

dreams for the building which Kevin took back to the drawing board.

The BTC met regularly and wrestled with different site plan configuration 

options that would match our resources. Another longstanding, active 

parishioner, Sally Williams, had contacts in the City of Rocklin Planning 

Department and helped our group better navigate the building process and 

understand the city requirements. 

During this time, MMCA had built on the three-and-a-half acres at the 

southwest corner of the Wildcat property and opened as a charter school on 

July 1, 2008. Sally introduced Steve Mershon and Jim Tilton to Brent Boothby, 

the MMCA principal. They wanted to discuss the possibility of selling another 

strip of land to the school which would provide seed money to build. They 

also wanted to develop a working collaboration with MMCA and sought to 

understand their experiences in building the school. 

During the conversation, Brent told Steve and Jim another church had 

approached him about renting their multipurpose room for worship services 

on the weekend. This was an option we had not considered. It was an “aha 

moment!” It was a solution to our immediate financial challenges, and it put 

us on the property for our future Church home. With the help of our Diocesan 

Chancellor, we created lease contracts that would form our relationship with 

MMCA going forward. We packed up and moved again.

Soon we were located next door to our property. This move resulted in a 

decrease in our rent and utilities expenses. Fr. Winger conducted the first 

service at MMCA on November 6, 2009, in what Pastor Liz Armstrong would 

later call the “sanct-gymnasium.” We could now envision our First Church. 

We could walk the property and contemplate where God was leading us next. 

We enjoyed watching the goats roam the property making it safe from fire. 

Even though we were worshiping in a gymnasium and doing the set-up and 

take-down every week end, the sacredness of the space was very real. 
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Fr. Winger had achieved 

his goal of helping 

the Church establish 

financial stability. 

He had provided the 

spiritual leadership 

needed to develop our 

congregation into a 

strong body capable of 

moving forward in the 

building of a church. He 

felt it was time for him 

to move on. In November 

2010, Fr. Winger accepted 

a call to Good Shepherd of the Hills in Cave Creek, Arizona. Canon Britt 

guided us through the month of December.

In January 2011, Pastor Dori Torrey accepted the call to become our Interim 

Priest. She met with the BTC and whole-heartedly supported the planning 

efforts. Pastor Dori led our congregation during this nine-month transition 

as we awaited our permanent Vicar.

It should be noted that, during the struggles to reach unified decisions on 

building, we recognized the need to listen to God’s call. We had many “God 

moments” when we felt God’s presence, guidance and love in our midst. 

It was these moments of inspiration and guidance from God that led us 

to understand the steps needed to move toward the development of our 

congregation. The Holy Spirit was alive and well at St. Augustine.

At this stage in our planning, it became clear we needed to expand our team. 

As we had witnessed throughout our journey, God again provided just what 

we needed. Parishioner Carlton Allen, a licensed civil engineer, joined the 

BTC and provided the expertise in the areas of grading, drainage and utilities. 

Theresa Allen, also a parishioner and interior designer, joined the team. 

She led the group in a special designer’s “circle exercise” in the Mershon’s 

dining room as a way to help layout what became the floor plan of the First 

Church. (Appendix C)

Pentecost Sunday at MMCA
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The Finance Committee and the congregation had worked for several years 

to achieve a balanced budget, but it was time to determine how to finance 

the Church building. With direction from Canon Britt, we reached out to 

Steve Huffman, Chair of the Diocesan Investment Fund, and began the 

conversation about how to secure a loan. It became clear, however, that even 

though it seemed we had all the pieces coming together to build, this would 

not happen without a full-time priest.

After a nine-month search for a new Vicar, Pastor Liz Armstrong accepted 

the call. In October 2011, we bid a blessed farewell to Pastor Dori as she 

moved to a new congregation in the Bay Area. In November, we welcomed 

Pastor Liz. She had served ten years at Faith Episcopal Church, Cameron 

Park and actively participated in their building program. Pastor Liz provided 

creativity and leadership as we worked on the various aspects of preparing to 

build our First Church. She was the perfect fit at this time and place in 

St. Augustine’s journey. God had once again blessed us with what we needed.

Working with BTC members, Pastor Liz facilitated the process of securing 

loans and grants and putting together the financial package. Leveraging the 

work done over the last six years, she guided the congregation through the 

process of achieving Parish status. She also introduced us to missio:Engage!, 

a two-year vitalization and transition program, encouraging growth in 

membership and ministry. The missio:Engage! program aided St. Augustine 

leaders in preparing for new ministries that would welcome and invite  the 

growth we were expecting in the transition to the First Church building.  

We launched our first Capital Campaign, Called to Build…It’s a New Day in 

May 2012. Our goal was to raise $500,000. By the end of the three-year 

campaign, we had collected $514,559. We were thrilled to have exceeded our 

goal. As part of the kick-off for the Capital Campaign, a service was held on 

the property. The footprint of the Church was outlined with string, a replica 

of the cross was placed, and a spot was marked near the location of the 

proposed altar. We walked this footprint, and Pastor Liz blessed the ground 

with Holy water. 

By the end of 2012, we had demonstrated our ability to remain financially 

independent from the Diocese for five years and had begun a third 

consecutive year with a balanced budget, a requirement to transition from 
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Mission to Parish status. We also demonstrated our ability to function as a 

strong body of Christ with the organizational structure to become a Parish. 

This was yet another meaningful milestone for our Church. St. Augustine was 

granted Parish status at the November 2012 Diocesan Convention. It was one 

of the key factors in determining our readiness to secure loans and begin the 

building process. 

A lingering and final 

conundrum haunted 

our building efforts. 

Many said we were too 

small to build a church, 

others said we would 

not grow without a 

church building. To help 

alleviate the concerns of 

the increased financial 

impact of the building 

project, we applied for 

a three-year grant. The 

grant would bridge the 

operational costs as we worked to grow the congregation over the three-year 

term. The Diocesan Board of Directors approved the grant in the requested 

amount of $205,800. The plan was to leverage the grant for a three-and-a-

half-year period, ending in 2017. This was the final area of planning required 

by the Diocese in order to move forward with our funding.

In 2012, the Diocesan Board of Directors approved a $1.5 million loan package 

to St. Augustine for building our Church. The financial package included two 

loans. One was from The Jim Burnett Fund, an endowed fund established 

in his memory for planting new churches. That loan was for the amount of 

$500,000. The Rev. Jim Burnett from Church of Our Savior in Placerville was 

a friend of St. Augustine Church. He had preached at our Church in the early 

years. The second loan from the Diocese was secured through the US Bank for 

$1 million.

Jim Tilton took over from Steve Mershon as the Chair of the BTC to guide 

us through the actual building process. Under Jim’s leadership, the BTC 

Celebrating Parish Status at
Diocesan Convention
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transitioned into the Build the Church Committee (BTC). It was clear the time 

had come to make the leap of faith and enter the final phases of the First 

Church project – construction!   

We entered into an agreement with Tilton Pacific Construction to build the 

Church. Jim Tilton agreed to be our project manager and Michael January, the 

superintendent. Pastor Liz assumed the role of our on-site manager.

On January 19, 2013, Bishop Beisner presided at the groundbreaking 

ceremony. At that same celebration, Pastor Liz was installed as our first 

Rector. God had been faithful to us. To say we were excited would be a 

complete understatement!

Actual construction began on July 29, 2013. We followed each step of the 

construction: grading the property, delivery of materials, pouring the 

foundation, the framing, installing the ceiling beams, applying the stucco, 

installing the roofing, 

and finally, finishing the 

interior. It was unfolding 

before our eyes. We saw 

the evidence every time 

we drove by.

Building Superintendent 

Michael January and his 

crews did a masterful 

job of coordinating all 

the different aspects of 

construction. We were 

truly blessed by this 

team of people. They 

made it their personal 

goal to get us into the Church as quickly as possible. They knew how 

important it was to us. We are forever grateful to them for finishing ahead of 

schedule.

St. Augustine members actively supported the project as well. We had prayer 

teams lifting the project in prayer. A special team kept the work crews well-

fed with donuts, cookies and coffee. Behind the scenes, there were many who 

Pastor Liz at the controls on the
first day of construction
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prepared the way to furnish the interior. New ministries were working to 

seamlessly step into their roles in our First Church.

As the crew finished the interior, it began to look like a church. Suddenly 

we had a beautiful arch resembling the bow of a ship above the altar, a 

sacristy and a dedicated space for Sunday School, Youth and Nursery. The 

offices, restrooms, storage and kitchen were designed to meet our needs. The 

gathering space became our new Canterbury Hall. The stained glass windows 

gave the sanctuary a reverent look. 

We were fortunate to find a variety of ways to furnish this new home. 

Private donors gave funds for the sound and the video systems, the grand 

piano, digital piano and choir risers. We received a grant from the Diocese of 

$20,000 for furnishing and equipping the Sunday School and Youth Rooms, 

as well as the Nursery. 

The congregation organized a fun plan to raise the money to purchase the 

kitchen appliances: refrigerator, sink and garbage disposal, coffee pots, 

stove and oven, all of which needed to be purchased and installed prior to 

the final building inspection. Sharon Mershon, Kathy Dillon, Pastor Liz, 

Theresa Stenzel and Stephanie Tilton drew up the list, and Stephanie made a 

large poster with pictures of the items. Members signed up to donate money 

toward a portion of the cost of their chosen appliance. Each donor now owned 

a piece of the kitchen. Barbara Woolman remembers buying one-eighth of 

the refrigerator along with seven other donors. Smaller items were purchased 

later with remaining funds.

More behind-the-scenes work was being accomplished prior to our move. 

Rich Wampler had built the beautiful hand-crafted altar and the wooden 

cross that hangs above it. It was a real challenge to hang the cross on the 

curved wall, but Rich and Jim Tilton rose to the occasion. The cross appears 

as a beacon inviting us into God’s house. 

After just four-and-one-half months, the project was completed ahead of 

schedule, on December 20, 2013. The total cost of the project was $1,720,624. 

We began to move in that very day. The congregation prepared a potluck 

luncheon for all the workers involved in the building of the Church. A 

poignant memory from that day was the arrival of Helen Costa, a founding 

member of St. Augustine. It was her dream to see the fruition of this building 
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project. In February 2014, Helen passed 

away.

Saturday, December 21st was spent 

cleaning, setting up, and organizing. 

It was Christmas, so we decked the 

Church in Christmas greenery. At the 

end of the long day, Pastor Liz presided 

at an informal prayer service. What a 

joyful service it was! We held our first 

official service on Sunday, December 22, 

2013. After 22 years, St. Augustine had 

achieved its dream of having a Church building to call home!!!

Bishop Beisner presided over the First Church dedication on February 28, 

2014. The beautiful altar was dedicated in memory of Barbara Sawyer’s late 

husband, Jim.  

The Aesthetics Committee has continued to fine tune the furnishings and 

decorations for the Church building. New chairs have been purchased. Thanks 

to Lana Gartin, a local church donated the Greeter Counter and Welcome 

Center. The Brotherhood purchased an ice maker for the storage area. A 

freezer was also added to the storage area. The Altar Guild was pleased to 

receive a large refrigerator for storing flowers in the sacristy. 

We have added a columbarium, new credence table, lectern and altar shelf, all 

built by Church members or a friend of the Church who are skilled artisans. 

During 2016, solar panels were purchased with the intention of lowering the 

electrical costs and making a commitment to protecting the environment.

In 2015, St. Augustine launched its second Capital Campaign, forward in faith. 

The goal over three years was to raise $400,000 in order to pay down the 

debt and to bridge any operating budget shortfall of our facility costs and 

mortgage payments. To date, nearly $300,000 has been collected. 

Our First Church is now built. The building is a reflection of our daily lives. 

The cross tower highlights the courtyard. Glass doors frame the entrance where 

the Greeters Counter and Welcome Center serve all who enter. Canterbury Hall is 

a gathering place, a space for classes, meetings, potlucks and fellowship. Glass 

doors connect the gathering and social space to the sanctuary.

 

First formal service at our new Church
December 22, 2013
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Stepping into the sanctuary, the gentle shape of the arch outlines the Celtic 

cross. The sanctuary is a quiet place with simple furnishings. The visual 

elements are designed to create a comfortable space for meditation and 

worship. The gentle shapes, curves and angles follow the lines of the arch 

and the walls. The size and shape of the room is such that no one is too far 

from the center of worship. Tom Gartin remarks, “The room is hugging you 

and guiding you to the cross above the altar.” There is a sense of gathering for a 

heavenly meal. 

The stained glass windows allow the sun to play with light, creating changes 

in color. The babies and young children love the changing view. Our First 

Church is a peaceful place to call home. Recalling the directive of 

Bishop Beisner at the beginning of this process, our Parish is called to 

continually and prayerfully discern the next steps of the development of this 

property lovingly entrusted to us by God.

Our First Church
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Construction Begins 
July 29, 2013 

Jim Tilton, Project Manager  

Michael January, Superintendent  

Bishop Beisner takes a look 
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Construction Complete  
December 20, 2013 

Moving day 
Informal prayer service 

 

 

Many thanks to these people who 
helped to make our First Church a       

reality: 
Steve Mershon, Bishop Beisner,  

Jim Tilton & Pastor Liz 



33

CHAPTER III
Called to Preach ... Clergy

“In the Christian church, the clergy is the entire class of religious officials, 

from priests to pastors to bishops and beyond…who embrace a life path of 

helping others practice their faith. Clergy comes from the word clerk, which 

in turn comes from cleric.” (Vocabulary.com) 

St. Augustine Church has been blessed with clergy who have brought very 

special gifts to our congregation. In their own ways, each of our clergy has 

helped us practice our faith. Over the past 25 years, clergy have served as 

Vicar, Rector or Associate. We have sponsored several candidates through the 

ordination process. Three Bishops from the Diocese of Northern California 

and the Canon to the Ordinary were instrumental in supporting our dream 

to build our First Church. The unique styles of the clergy who served St. 

Augustine arrived at exactly the right time to meet our needs. 
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CLERGY

The Rev. Elizabeth Armstrong   2011 - present 

The Rev. Maryellen Garnier                2014 - present 

The Rev. Dorothy Torrey   2011  

The Rev. Nordon Winger   2000 - 2010 

The Rev. Jim Bingham*    1999 - 2000 

The Rev. Peter Fritsch    1992 - 1999

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

Bishop Barry Beisner 

Bishop Jerry Lamb 

Bishop John L. Thompson* 

The Rev. Canon Britt Olson

SPONSORED IN THE ORDINATION PROCESS

Candidate Tom Gartin                         2016 – present 

Postulant Miranda-Lynn Gartin                  2017  

The Rev. Richard DeGiorgis*              2015 - 2016 

The Rev. Sarah Quinney                       2013 - 2016 

*  Deceased
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ST. AUGUSTINE CLERGY

The Rev. Elizabeth (Liz) Armstrong, Rector                                                     

November 2011 – present

The Rev. Liz Armstrong was called to serve St. 

Augustine in November 2011. Prior to that, she 

had served for just over ten years as the Assistant 

Rector at Faith Episcopal Church, Cameron Park, 

with mentoring by their Rector, The Rev. Dr. 

Canon Kent McNair. Pastor Liz was ordained in 

June 2001 after graduating with a Master of Divinity from Church Divinity 

School of the Pacific in Berkeley. Her previous degrees were Bachelor of Arts 

and Master of Arts in Speech Pathology and Audiology from California State 

University, Sacramento in 1981 and 1983.

Pastor Liz was born in Poughkeepsie, New York, but moved to California at 

the age of one and lived in the San Diego area until she was eight. Her family 

then moved to the country outside of Placerville where she grew up.  

Before entering seminary, Pastor Liz was an Audiologist in private practice 

for 17 years in the Lodi area, while living in Sacramento. She has two 

sons, both married and three beautiful granddaughters who all live in the 

Sacramento area. Rory, an AKC Grand Champion Border Terrier, is 

Pastor Liz’s constant companion and plays an important role in her life 

and ours. He is our Church guardian and protects all who spend time in our 

Church building. 

While at Faith Episcopal Church and St. Augustine, Liz has served on 

many Diocesan committees, including the Chair of the Liturgy and Music 

Commission for several years, Employment Benefits and Practices Committee 

and the Bishop Election Committee. She also served on the Diocesan Council, 

Diocesan Budget Committee and Search Committee for Diocesan Finance 

Director. Most recently, she has served as Secretary and President for one 

year each for the Diocesan Standing Committee. 

Pastor Liz came to St. Augustine with a vision that was a perfect fit for our 

Church. She wanted St. Augustine to continue to be a safe place alive with 

God’s love. She wanted it to be a place where people can come with their 
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questions, their struggles, their joys. She feels the purpose of the Church is 

to be a place to worship God and a place where together we serve one another 

and our neighbors. 

Pastor Liz is truly an agent for God’s love in the 21st century. The position of 

Priest is very multifaceted, and in her words, “My job is to do the impossible!  

I’m called to inspire us to love God, to follow Jesus, to serve others, to live lives of 

courage and grace; to ensure proper use of our property and our funds; to set up and 

put away chairs and tables when needed, and to put toilet paper in the bathroom 

stalls.  I’m responsible to provide theological answers to the many theological 

questions brought to me and to cast a vision of what it means to love God.”  

The timing of Pastor Liz’s arrival at St. Augustine can only be explained as 

another of our Holy Spirit moments. Her gifts were a perfect fit for this time 

in the life of St. Augustine. In her time at Faith Cameron Park, 

Pastor Liz participated in the building of a new church, implementing a 

Capital Campaign and incorporating rapid growth. Her background in these 

areas was a blessing to us. She was instrumental in the building of our 

First Church. Her experience and knowledge were invaluable in keeping our 

building project moving full speed ahead. Her attention to detail, her desire 

to empower the many gifted people in the congregation and her familiarity 

with people and processes in the Diocese served our building project well.

Pastor Liz is a gifted preacher. Her humanness and her vulnerability are real 

as she teaches and leads by example how to be better Christians.  We are truly 

blessed and thankful to share this walk with Christ together.

The Rev. Maryellen Garnier, Associate Priest  

2014  -  present

The Rev. Maryellen Garnier joined our Church in 

2014 as a non-stipendiary Associate Priest. She had 

recently moved from St. Andrews in Saratoga in the 

Diocese of El Camino Real, where she served two 

terms on the Commission on Ministry.

Maryellen is a native Minnesotan. After graduating 

from St. Barnabas Hospital School of Nursing 
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in Minneapolis, she came to California to work at El Camino Hospital in 

Mountain View. While working as a registered nurse in a variety of medical 

specialties, she pursued a degree in Behavioral Science, minoring in Religious 

Studies, at the College of Notre Dame in Belmont, California.

Pastor Maryellen soon felt the call to the ordained ministry and attended 

seminary while continuing her work at the hospital. In 1998, she was chosen 

to be the Director of Spiritual Care Services at El Camino Hospital. With her 

medical background and subsequent academic work, she came to serve a 

major role in the formalization of the practice of Healthcare Ethics.

Pastor Maryellen earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Theological Studies 

from the School for Deacons and received the St. Stephens Award for high 

academic and preaching standards. She graduated with a Master of Divinity 

from Church Divinity School of the Pacific in Berkeley, was honored with 

the Fran Toy Award for multicultural ministry and was ordained to the 

priesthood in 2001. Following ordination, Pastor Maryellen served in three 

parishes, most recently as an Associate Priest at Saint Andrew’s in Saratoga.

Pastor Maryellen brings to us a strong sense of the liturgy, pastoral care 

and a beautiful singing voice. She assists or presides on Sundays and is 

instrumental in planning and directing special services throughout the 

year. She recently led the congregation while Pastor Liz took a three-month 

sabbatical. Pastor Maryellen also serves as a Chaplain to the St. Augustine 

Daughters of the King chapter.

Pastor Maryellen and her husband, Gary, are very active in the life of 

the Church. They have one son, Josh, who lives with his wife, Jill, in San 

Francisco. 

The Rev. Dorothy (Dori) Torrey, Interim Priest                               

January 2011 – October 2011

The Rev. Dori Torrey accepted a call as Interim 

Priest at St. Augustine Church in January 2011.  She 

graciously served us until October 2011 when 

Pastor Liz Armstrong became our new Vicar.

Pastor Dori was born in Buffalo, New York. She 

attended Danbury State College (now Western 
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Connecticut State University) in Danbury, Connecticut, where she received 

a Bachelor of Nursing degree. She was an RN working in acute care for 29 

years. Her last position was Nurse Manager of a 44-bed internal medicine, 

AIDS and oncology unit at Santa Clara Valley Medical Center in San Jose.

Pastor Dori attended Church Divinity School of the Pacific, Berkeley, 

graduating in 2001. She was ordained to the diaconate by The Rt. Rev. Richard 

Shimpfky in June 2001 and to the priesthood in February 2002. She began 

her ordained ministry at St. Michael’s Episcopal Church in Carmichael, 

California, where she was Associate for five years, focusing on children, 

youth, families and health ministries. In 2006, she accepted the appointment 

as Priest-in-Charge for St. John’s, Marysville, California. After four years, 

it became apparent that St. John’s could no longer support full-time clergy, 

and Dori took the interim position at St. Augustine. That interim position was 

followed by another one at St. Francis Episcopal Church, San Jose. She retired 

from active ministry at the end of 2012.

In her retirement, Pastor Dori lives in Glendale near her daughter Megan, 

son-in-law Jason and grandson Beck. She is an active member of  

All Saints, Pasadena, and assists two other retired clergy in providing Sunday 

worship for St. Barnabas, Eagle Rock. Pastor Dori is now a trained Spiritual 

Director and is the coordinator of the Spiritual Direction Ministry at All 

Saints. She volunteers at The American Cancer Society Discovery Shop in 

Burbank, California and the PEO-run Daz-E Shop in Altadena, California. In 

between those activities she continues to knit, do counted cross-stitch and 

needlepoint and will be teaching creative collage at an Episcopal retirement 

community in the Fall.

We will always be grateful to Pastor Dori for sharing her many gifts with 

us as we were in transition. She reminded us that change is good. She 

introduced us to many different styles of worship. We never knew how the 

Church services would be set up when we arrived each Sunday. It set the 

stage for us to be more adaptable and welcoming of our new Priest’s style.
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The Rev. Nordon Winger, Vicar

March 2000 – November 2010         

The Rev. Nordon Winger served as Vicar at 

St. Augustine March 2000 to November 2010.

Fr. Winger came into the Episcopal Church from 

a background in Evangelical Christianity, having 

earned a Bachelor of Arts in Theological Studies, 

and a Master of Divinity. He and his wife owned an 

insurance agency in Paradise, California, and they 

became active in St. Nicholas’ Episcopal Church there. While at St. Nicholas’, 

he was accepted into the process for Holy Orders in the Diocese of Northern 

California, attended Church Divinity School of the Pacific in Berkeley, and 

graduated with a Certificate in Advanced Studies in Anglican Studies.  

Upon graduation and ordination, he was called to be Interim Rector of St. 

John the Evangelist in Chico, California. Following his ministry there, he 

served as Assistant to the Rector of St. Francis Episcopal Church in El Paso, 

Texas, and returned to Northern California as Interim Rector at All Saints in 

Sacramento.

In November 1999, he was asked by Bishop Jerry Lamb to become the Vicar of 

St. Augustine of Canterbury, where he began his ministry on March 1, 2000.  

At the time, the congregation was meeting in a storefront on Granite Drive 

in Rocklin. Fr. Winger was instrumental in the purchase of the ten acres on 

Wildcat Boulevard in Rocklin which became the site for our First Church. 

During his time in the Diocese of Northern California, Fr. Winger served 

on the Liturgy and Music Commission for ten years, including four as the 

Chair. He was also a member of the Diocesan Commission on Ministry for 

several years, serving during that time as Chair of the Academic Committee 

of the Commission. He also served one term on the Ecclesiastical Court of the 

Diocese. 

After nearly 11 years at St. Augustine, Fr. Winger answered a call to be 

the Rector of Good Shepherd of the Hills Episcopal Church in Cave Creek, 

Arizona. He currently serves as the instructor for the History, Structure 

and Governance seminar for the Lay Leadership Retreats in the Diocese 
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of Arizona. He also serves as a Priest Advisor on the Diocesan Council for 

Deacons.

Fr. Winger and his wife, Chris, now live in Phoenix. They have three adult 

children residing in Maryland, North Carolina and Sacramento. His daughter, 

Chana, followed Fr. Winger into the priesthood. She is the new Rector of Holy 

Cross Episcopal Church in Wilmington, North Carolina. Chana’s husband TJ is 

also an Episcopal Priest.  

Fr. Winger was the perfect choice to lead St. Augustine. He had a history 

of stabilizing churches in difficult situations. He was a gifted preacher and 

teacher of scripture. Fr. Winger guided us to the decision that it was time for 

us to build our First Church.  

The Rev. Jim Bingham *     

1999 – 2000

Fr. Jim was appointed by Bishop Lamb to served St. Augustine. He was 

assigned to a church in Florida and died a short time later.  

The Rev. Peter L. Fritsch                                                        

1992 – 1999

The Rev. Peter Fritsch was ordained to the 

priesthood January 22, 1992, at Trinity 

Cathedral, Sacramento. While in seminary at 

Church Divinity School of the Pacific, Berkeley, 

Peter asked then Bishop John Thompson if he 

could start a new congregation focusing on 

unchurched young families and children. The 

Bishop told him the Diocese had wanted to start 

a new church in the Rocklin area for over 20 years, but there had not 

been anybody with a vision for such work 

While still in seminary, Fr. Peter began to meet with unchurched 

people one-on-one, mostly former clients of his carpet cleaning 



41

business in the Auburn area. The first meeting was in the Fritsch’s 

living room. Then they rented a school gym and finally a warehouse 

in Rocklin, then renting a school gym for Sunday services, and finally 

outfitting a commercial warehouse space in Rocklin. St. Augustine 

Church was born and thrived.

After leaving St. Augustine, Fr. Peter was rector of St. Paul’s on the 

Plains in Lubbock, Texas, and St. David’s in Agawam, Massachusetts, 

before leaving parish ministry in 2003 to write, teach workshops and 

do full-time spiritual direction. He also worked in the financial world 

and did consulting for non-profits helping them develop endowment 

funds.

He is married to Dr. Monika Farkas. They make their home in the 

university city of Pecs, in southwestern Hungary. They will establish a 

second home in Spring 2018 in Carmel-by-the-Sea, California.

Peter is the author of A Moment of Great Power: Sacramental Prayer and 

Generational Healing; Dreams: A Spiritual Guide to Healing and Wholeness, 

and Hungary: Finding a Place to Call Home.

Peter has three adult children and two grandchildren. Monika has two 

adult sons.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

The Rt. Rev. Bishop Barry Beisner    

2006  -  Present

Bishop Barry Beisner was elected the seventh 

Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Northern 

California on May 6, 2006. He had been ordained 

to the diaconate in 1978 and to the priesthood in 

1979 in the Episcopal Diocese of California. 

 

Bishop Beisner was born in Dayton, Ohio. He 

graduated from the University of California, 

Berkeley with a Bachelor of Arts in History in 
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1973 and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. He received a Master of Divinity in 

1978 from Church Divinity School of the Pacific; The General Theological 

Seminary awarded him a Master of Sacred Theology in 1994 and a Doctor of 

Divinity in 2007.

He served at churches in San Luis Obispo, Cambria, San Francisco and 

Davis, California, Upper Arlington and Dublin, Ohio. Bishop Beisner was 

also a chaplain at California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, 

California. 

 

While serving as Rector at St. Mark’s, Davis, he was instrumental 

in founding Davis Community Meals, helping to feed and house the 

community’s poor. He was a Field Education Supervisor and Lecturer in 

Pastoral and Practical Theology with Church Divinity School of the Pacific 

and a Chaplain for the Clergy Leadership Project. He also served as an Army 

Reserve Chaplain. 

 

In 2002, Bishop Beisner was named Canon to the Ordinary to The Rt. Rev. 

Jerry Lamb of the Episcopal Diocese of Northern California, and took on 

responsibility for congregational development, transition ministry, clergy 

support and development and Total Ministry in a geographically widespread 

and demographically diverse Diocese. 

 

He currently serves on the Board of the American Friends of the Episcopal 

Diocese of Jerusalem and its Bishops’ Advisory Council and is active in 

Holy Land pilgrimage ministry. Bishop Beisner is a member of the Board of 

Directors of Church Divinity School of the Pacific and a member of Bishops 

United Against Gun Violence and Gathering of Leaders. He is a Benedictine 

oblate and an Associate of the Community of the Transfiguration. Bishop 

Beisner is married the Rev. L. Ann Hallisey and together they have six grown 

children. 

Bishop Beisner is a strong supporter of St. Augustine Church. He actively 

participated in the beginning conversations with the Building Transition 

Committee and encouraged our congregation to move forward in faith in the 

building project. He supported our efforts to become a Parish and to attain 

financial independence. Bishop Beisner presided at the Ground Breaking 

Ceremony January 19, 2013. 
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The Rt. Rev. Bishop Jerry Alban Lamb      

1991  -  2006

The Rt. Rev. Jerry Alban Lamb was 

born in Denver, Colorado. He was the 

sixth Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Northern California.

Lamb attended the Roman Catholic St. 

Thomas Seminary in Denver, where he 

received a Bachelor of Arts in 1964 and a Master of Arts in 1966. He was 

ordained a Roman Catholic Priest in 1966 and served in parish campus 

ministry in Denver until 1971. Bishop Lamb left the Roman Catholic Church in 

1971. 

In 1973, he received a Master of Arts in Counseling from the University of 

Oregon. Bishop Lamb was received into the Episcopal Church in 1975. In 

1977, he began to function as a Deacon and then later as a Priest. He served 

in parishes in Oregon and as the Canon to the Ordinary in the Diocese of 

Oregon. 

Bishop Lamb was elected Bishop Coadjutor in the Diocese of Northern 

California in 1991. In 1992, he became the Diocesan Bishop. Also in 1992, 

he was awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity from Church Divinity 

School of the Pacific in Berkeley. He was the 868th Bishop consecrated into 

the historical Episcopate of the Episcopal Church.

Lamb retired at the end of 2006 and was succeeded by the Rev. Canon Barry 

L. Beisner. He was then appointed Assisting Bishop of Nevada after the 

election of Bishop Katharine Jefferts-Schori as Presiding Bishop.

In March 2008, Lamb was elected to be the Provisional Bishop of 

the Episcopal Diocese of San Joaquin in central California after 

Bishop John-David Schofield and at least 37 parishes left the Episcopal 

Church for the Anglican Province of the Southern Cone. About seven 

established congregations remained with the Episcopal Church along with 

about 17 Faith Communities. Bishop Lamb led that Diocese until June 2011.
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Bishop Michael Bono, Bishop of the Rio Grande and Bishop Lamb have 

developed a relationship of shared ministry in which Bishop Lamb has been 

identified as an assisting Bishop of the Diocese and does Episcopal services 

as Bishop Michael directs him. Bishop Lamb enjoys this part-time work as he 

continues to serve our Lord.

He is married to Jane Onstad, and they now live in Las Cruces, New Mexico. 

They have one daughter, Katherine, who lives in Southern California.

Bishop Lamb was a key supporter during the purchase of the Wildcat 

Boulevard property. The Diocese, under his direction, approved the purchase 

of the original ten acres that are now our permanent home. Bishop Lamb 

continues to be a special friend of our congregation. 

The Rt. Rev. John L. Thompson*

1978 - 1991

The Rt. Rev. John L. Thompson served as Bishop of the Diocese of Northern 

California from 1978 until his retirement in 1991. It was during this time that 

Peter Fritsch, then a seminary student, approached Bishop Thompson for 

permission to gather a new flock. Peter had a vision of what would become 

St. Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal Church. Bishop Thompson blessed that 

request with the provision that only people in Placer, Nevada and El Dorado 

counties be approached. Thanks to Bishop Thompson’s positive decision, the 

first seeds were planted, and the rest is history. He passed away in 2004. 

The Rev. Canon Britt Olson    

2006  -  2014 Canon to the Ordinary in the 

Diocese of Northern California

The Rev. Canon Britt Olson currently serves as 

the Vicar of St. Luke’s Ballard in Seattle. She is 

also a consultant to congregations and Dioceses.  

Previously she was in Diocesan ministry, eight 

years as the Canon to the Ordinary for the 
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Diocese of Northern California and two years as Canon for Evangelism and 

Congregational Development in the Diocese of El Camino Real. She received 

an honorary doctorate from Church Divinity School of the Pacific in Berkeley 

in October 2017. 

Her additional experience includes serving as the Rector of St. Paul’s in 

Sparks, Nevada and as Assistant at Christ Church in Lake Oswego, Oregon. 

She was ordained in Oregon in 1996, is a graduate of CDSP and also studied at 

Ripon Theological College in Oxford, England. She makes her home in Seattle 

with her husband Bryon Hansen, an ordained pastor in the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America, who serves at Phinney Ridge Lutheran Church.

Canon Britt’s expertise is in Congregational Development. She has 

extensive experience consulting with congregations, dioceses and Episcopal 

organizations in every aspect of their life and ministry. She has worked with 

clergy and lay leadership and provided training in welcoming, newcomer 

incorporation, spiritual life development, strategic planning, conflict 

management, stewardship, leadership development and new missional 

initiatives. She has developed and facilitated clergy transition processes, 

mutual ministry reviews, lay and clergy conferences and annual Vestry 

retreats.

Canon Britt remarked, “I love helping congregations to see how wonderful and 

blessed they are, so that they can really appreciate the presence of God’s Spirit in 

their life together.  I believe that every congregation has been given what they need 

to flourish and it is my joy to help them lift that up and move forward.”  

Canon Britt was a strong supporter of our efforts to build our Church. She 

worked closely with the Building Transition Committee and the Build The 

Church Committee. In 2010, Canon Britt was assigned by Bishop Beisner 

to work with St. Augustine during our transition of leadership. Fr. Winger 

had just accepted a call to serve Good Shepherd of the Hills in Cave Creek, 

Arizona. We were between Priests again. Canon Britt was the perfect person 

to guide us during that time. Her boundless energy and positive spirit were 

what we needed. Thanks to her passion, she lifted our congregation to find 

what we needed to flourish and move forward. 
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CANDIDATES FOR ORDINATION

Candidate for Holy Orders Tom Gartin 

2016  -  Present       

Tom Gartin was endorsed as a candidate for Holy 

Orders by St. Augustine and approved by the 

Diocese in August 2017. He will complete his field 

requirements at St. Augustine and is scheduled to be 

ordained as a Transitional Deacon in January 2018.

Son of the St. Augustine members, Bob and Lana 

Gartin, he was raised in the Rocklin area and 

attended Sierra College. He completed his Bachelor of Arts in Church 

Leadership at Bethany University in Santa Cruz. He earned his Master of 

Divinity at Candler School of Theology at Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia. 

While in Atlanta, he also completed a year-long chaplain residency at Emory 

St. Joseph’s Hospital. 

Currently, Tom serves as a part-time employee at St. Augustine with 

responsibilities for Communications and Social Media and Adult Education. 

He also volunteers as the FISH Youth Group leader. He works as a special 

education aide at Woodcreek High School in Roseville. He and his wife, 

Miranda-Lynn, live in Rocklin. 

Postulant Miranda-Lynn Gartin     

2017 

Miranda-Lynn Gartin is serving at St. Augustine as 

Postulant for Holy Orders in the Diocese of Northern 

California.

The daughter of military parents, Miranda-Lynn 

spent the earliest part of her youth traveling with 

her two younger brothers across the country as her 

parents took up posts from Virginia to California. 
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Eventually settling in Sacramento area in her teens, she went on to study 

philosophy, psychology and religion before earning a Bachelor of Arts degree 

in Church Leadership and a minor in Pastoral Theology at Bethany University 

in Santa Cruz. Miranda-Lynn went on to earn a Master of Divinity at Candler 

School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta.

Before taking a year-long post at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta as a 

clinical chaplain for children and families in crisis, Miranda-Lynn served as 

one of five clinical chaplains on the Ebola Team with the Center for Disease 

Control at Emory Hospital. 

Miranda-Lynn is currently working toward clinical chaplaincy board 

certification. She volunteers with various youth and teen groups and lives in 

Rocklin with her husband, Tom, and their dog Molly-May.  

The Rev. Richard DeGiorgis *     

July 2015 – July 2016

Fr. Richard DeGiorgis was a Deacon when he was 

assigned to serve our Church for his Field Work 

leading up to his ordination into the priesthood. 

Upon completing this part of his required duties, 

he returned to his home Church, Holy Trinity 

Episcopal in Nevada City, where he was ordained 

on September 29, 2016.  

He received his Bachelor’s in Education and Master’s in Business 

Administration from Whittier College in southern California. He spent many 

years in Cornwall, England and explored most European countries, Russia 

and Africa. One of his favorite accomplishments was the American football 

team he created while in Cornwall. He recruited, equipped and coached the 

Mount’s Bay Buccaneers!  

He worked most of his career at Nevada County Social Services, Nevada 

City. He taught anger management and batterer’s prevention classes, and 

counseled extensively in these areas. He shared these gifts while serving 

with us. Deacon Rich was a quiet man of significant stature. He was a gifted 
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athlete, writer, cartoonist, public speaker and adviser. Fr. Rich passed away 

January 12, 2017, and is survived his wife Paula and one son, Michael.

The Rev. Sarah Quinney     

2013 – 2016

In 2013, St. Augustine sponsored Pastor Sarah 

Quinney as she entered the ordination process in the 

Diocese of Northern California. She is a graduate of 

Florida State University with a Bachelor of Arts in 

Music and Music Therapy. She received her Master 

of Divinity degree from Church Divinity School of 

the Pacific (CDSP) in Berkeley. 

Daughter of Jim and Amy Quinney, St. Augustine 

members, Pastor Sarah is currently serving as Priest-in-Charge at 

St. James Episcopal Church in Lincoln, California. She was an Assistant 

Rector at St. John’s Roseville. Prior to entering seminary, she was a member 

of St. Augustine. She owned a full-time music therapy practice working with 

clients with Autism Spectrum Disorder, as well as with adults with 

age-related illnesses.

Pastor Sarah is a recognized leader both within the Diocese of Northern 

California and the wider Episcopal Church. Currently, she is a member of 

the Board of Trustees and the CDSP Alumni Council. Pastor Sarah is an 

active leader in Lift Every Voice, an international youth ministry begun by 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry. In our Diocese, she is the Missioner for 

Youth Discipleship and serves on the Commission on Ministry. Pastor Sarah 

has wide experience in Christian Education, Youth Ministries, Counseling and 

Ministering to diverse age groups. 
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Clergy 
Fr. Nordon Winger 

Bishop Barry Beisner 

Bishop Jerry Lamb 

Pat Lowe 

Canon Britt Olson 

 Pastor Liz Armstrong 

Pastor Dori Torrey 
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Pastor Liz Armstrong 

Patrick Hill 

Fr. Rich DeGiorgis* 

Pastor Sarah Quinney 

Pastor Maryellen Garnier 

*Deceased 
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With Pastor Liz Armstrong 

Bishop Barry Beisner 

Fr. Kent McNair 

Fr. Peter Fritsch 

Fr. Nordon Winger 

 

On the occasion of her Installation as Rector 
of St. Augustine Church on January 19, 2013, 

Pastor Liz Armstrong is accompanied by 
Bishop Barry Beisner, Fr. Bill Rontani,       

Deacon Lewis Powell, Deacon Anne Powell, 
Canon Britt Olson, Acolytes Kalie Geiger, 

Meagan Lovin, Madison Lovin.  

 

Bishop Barry Beisner at the 
Groundbreaking Ceremony 

on January 19, 2013 

Rory 
Church guardian and 

Pastor Liz’ beloved dog 
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CHAPTER IV
Called to Serve ... Ministries

Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with your entire mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second 

commandment is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. On these commandments 

depend all the law and the prophets.” (Matthew 22: 36-40).

The ministries of the Church can be defined as the fulfillment of these two 

Great Commandments. Ministry service benefits all aspects of our Church, 

and it brings meaning and beauty into the lives of those who volunteer.

Worship Ministries: What better way to show our love of our Lord than 

to help directly with our worship services? Functioning in these Worship 

Ministries gives members an opportunity to participate in the Church’s 

liturgies in a meaningful way, as well as to 

provide for all the ancillary service needs.

The Altar Guild prepares the Lord’s Table for 

the Eucharist and ensures the sanctuary is 

organized and ready for worship services. There 

are four teams within the group, and each serves 

approximately once a month  -  more often 

during the Christmas, Lent and Easter seasons.  

When St. Augustine worshipped on Anthony 

Court, Molly Serrett was the Director.  Joan 

Cavanagh became Altar Guild Director when 

the Church moved to Granite Drive, and she has 
Sandy Burgner, Altar Guild



54

held that position ever since, nearly 18 years.  When Joan started, many of 

our Eucharistic vessels (chalices, patens, ciborium) had been contributed by 

other churches, but through donations, memorials and purchases, we have 

acquired our own.

While at Anthony Court, Granite Drive and Cincinnati Avenue, we used a large 

wooden table for the altar. When we moved to Maria Montessori Charter 

Academy (MMCA), Rich Wampler designed an altar that could be taken apart 

to be moved each week from the storage pod to the MMCA multipurpose 

room. 

Joan said, “I volunteered because I felt a calling to St. Augustine and realized that 

participating in this ministry would be a way to become part of the Church. For me, 

the time spent in the sacristy and sanctuary setting up for Sunday services is a time 

of peace and prayer when I feel God’s presence. As I depart and take one last look to 

make sure everything is in its place, I leave 

with a sense of calm that stays with me for 

the day.”

Acolytes help create a sense of peaceful 

reverence for the congregation as they 

assist the clergy. The acolyte ministry 

represents a large variation in ages 

working in teams of three. Each team 

serves once a month.

Chris Deering said, “I love serving as the acolyte leader. It is a ministry that 

requires you to totally engage in the service. I am always reminded of God’s presence 

during worship. It is most rewarding to watch the acolytes, both youth and adults, 

experience spiritual growth as they undertake their acolyte responsibilities. There is a 

sense of pride in seeing them deepen their commitment to God and to mature in their 

faith journey.”

Acolyte Ty Fischer, age 9, added, “When I’m up at the altar, I always feel closer to 

God and that makes me feel good.”

Greeters are the first point of contact for those who come to worship at 

St. Augustine. Their main purpose is to make worshipers feel welcome, 

whether they have been attending our Church for years or if this is their first 

Tom Gartin, Brian Fischer, Lucas Weston, 
Sam Weston, Steve Mershon, Acolytes
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visit. They greet all with friendly conversation 

at the front door, offer newcomers a Welcome 

Packet and a name tag, introduce them to our 

priests and others of our Church family. The 

greeters also direct families with children to the 

Sunday School room or nursery. Bill and Ginny 

Howe were our first greeters at the Cincinnati 

Avenue location.

Current greeter leader Gail Berger, said, “I took 

this position because Rick Stenzel, former leader, 

was so good at ‘twisting my arm!’ I told Rick I’d pray 

about it, and the next thing I knew I was volunteering! 

Volunteering is a way of life for me. Each morning 

I pray that God will guide me and show me how I can be a blessing to someone.  I 

listen, and he lets me know what he wants me to do. When I follow what I feel God 

wants, it makes me happy, because I’m hoping in some small way it pleases him!” 

Janice Stenzel, formerly in charge of the greeters, declared, “It has been a 

rewarding experience to greet both members and newcomers who come to worship 

at St. Augustine Church. There are many reasons someone chooses to become a 

member of a particular church, and I think our welcoming environment does make 

a difference in that decision. I feel proud that the members of the Greeters ministry 

have in some small way helped to grow St. Augustine Church and bring folks closer to 

God.”

The Welcome Team partners with the Ushers and Greeters to make 

worshipers feel at home and comfortable as they arrive at services. They 

communicate prayer needs and requests to our priests and support 

newcomers as they build relationships and discover ways to participate in the 

life of our Church.  

This Team came into being as part of the missio:Engage! vision and then 

as part of the process of our Church’s transition into our new building 

in December 2013. Its earliest goals were to create a place in Canterbury 

Hall where visitors and new attendees could obtain information about the 

ministries offered at St. Augustine and to be greeted hospitably by another 

friendly person. The Welcome Center has information about the Church’s 

beliefs, ministries and events.

Ginny Howe, Greeter
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The Team sponsors quarterly 

Get-Acquainted Ice Cream Socials which 

provide newcomers with an informal 

setting for meeting fellow parishioners 

and our priests. The team also arranges 

for Episcopal 101 question-and-answer 

sessions for those new to the Episcopal 

Church as well as those who are 

“cradle-to-grave” Episcopalians.

Team Leader Lana Gartin wrote, “The Welcome Team is a group of people who 

have a desire to help and serve others. This ministry allows us to support visitors as 

they build relationships and discover ways to participate in the life of St. Augustine. 

We believe this helps further our commitment to make St. Augustine A Safe Place for 

People Seeking God.”

Ushers act as the third tier of greeting parishioners and visitors. Individual 

ushers take turns acting as team captain and coordinate the four ushers 

needed for each Sunday’s service. Their duties are varied. They welcome 

people as they enter the sanctuary, count the number in attendance, direct 

the congregation to receive the Eucharist in an orderly manner and collect 

the offering and place it in the safe after the service.

Leader Steve Mershon said, “This ministry has helped me gain an appreciation for 

what it means to serve Christ and the community. It has many moments of grace and 

times to pause and reflect on relationships. The direct contact with the congregation 

provides an opportunity to learn more about each other.”  

Lectors proclaim the word of God 

as they read the lessons of the 

day. The first Lector reads the first 

lesson from the Old Testament 

and the Psalm. The second Lector 

reads the second lesson from the 

New Testament. The third Lector 

reads the Prayers of the People. The 

ministry has grown to encompass 

youth, as well as adults.  

Ice Cream Social

Steve Mershon, Wayne Hardage, Jack 
Buffington, John Quigley, Jack Dillon, Scott 

Kennedy, Gary Garnier, Bob Deering, Ushers
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Leader Joan Cavanagh said, “I appreciate taking the time to read Sunday’s lessons 

beforehand, so I can think about what the Scripture is saying. With this practice, I 

hope I can convey the meaning when I read it to the congregation.”

Members of the Music Ministry provide music which enhances the quality 

of the worship experience. The music reflects the diversity of our parish 

membership with a repertoire spanning a wide range of Christian music 

styles.

During the first days of our Church, a choir came together unexpectedly. 

Organist Barbara Adam agreed to play some organ pieces for Sunday 

mornings, and she was soon joined by several vocalists, including Sandy 

Shaffner, Robin Mather, Margie Daniel, Earl Jordan and Bob Tadlock. 

Although the choir at that time was more of a chorus with everyone singing 

the melody line, soon the 

members stretched their 

abilities and learned different 

parts. They even learned how to 

sing a cappella.

At the Granite Drive site, 

various members provided 

music prior to the service. 

The congregation enjoyed 

classical as well as praise music. 

After the move to Cincinnati 

Avenue, there was no choir, but Donna Reynolds played the keyboard for 

both services. Her lively style of playing was invigorating. Luckily, Roberta 

Sullivan saw the sign on Highway 65 and found her way to the Church. She 

quickly volunteered to lead a choir, and Donna continued as the accompanist. 

The choir was small to begin with, but as it grew, Ralph Nave built risers, 

which moved with us to MMCA. 

Roberta moved on to a new situation in 2012, and Dennis Krause became both 

choir director and accompanist. When Dennis left, Amy Quinney became our 

Music Director. Dennis keeps his contact with our Church and still plays for 

services occasionally when Amy is not available.

Choir at Anthony Court
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Amy has just celebrated her fourth year with us. She brings a variety of skills 

and talents, and her selection of hymns for our 10 a.m. service encourages 

the congregation to sing with gusto. The 

selections she chooses to play before the 

service begins are perfectly beautiful, 

and she performs them with a splendid 

flair. What a blessing the choir is to our 

Church! The quality of music it performs 

is inspirational.

Amy says, “I am thankful for the loyal 

attendance of our dedicated choir, and 

we’re lucky to have so many lovely voices. I 

particularly appreciate the congregation’s fervor as they sing behind me while I play.”

Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEM) assist the priest by dispensing the bread 

and the wine (the body and blood of Christ) during the Eucharist. Under 

the leadership of Jack Buffington, LEMs help at all Sunday services, as well 

as special services. Each has received training on procedures, and there is 

a written description of what LEMs are supposed to do. They get together 

occasionally for review and to help others new to the group understand the 

process.

Candace Rousselet became interested in serving the bread and wine after she 

attended Cursillo, an experience which instilled in her a desire to serve. She 

said, “I feel blessed to assist in providing God’s children with these gifts.”  

Technology Team members prepare the sound and video aspects of our 

services which create a comfortable and accessible worship environment. 

The services are projected on two large screens to make it easier for the 

congregation to participate. Technology 

leader Carlton Allen said, “Being an 

Episcopalian always meant to me that I was 

continually juggling between the prayer 

book and the hymnal, balancing them while 

I tried to keep up with the service. Following 

the service on the screens takes away that 

balancing act.”

Choir at First Church

Carlton Allen
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Compassionate Ministries: In the second part of the Great Commandment, 

Jesus tells us to love our neighbors as ourselves. We at St. Augustine are lucky 

to be part of a loving and caring congregation. Not only do we reach out to 

help each other as individuals, we have several Compassionate Ministries 

organized to help parishioners in times of need.  

The Health Care Ministry is composed of professionals in the medical field 

and others who act as an extended family to give supportive pastoral care to 

the members of St. Augustine. Team members act as patient advocates by 

offering healing prayers and making home or hospital visits and supportive 

telephone calls. They collaborate with the Meal Train ministry regarding 

needed meals. They share the ability to keep confidences and a willingness 

to accept others without judgment. Our congregation is blessed to have three 

parish nurses and a physician who assist with this ministry. Parish nurses 

are Mary Kathryn Marum, Jeanne Rochelle and Pastor Maryellen Garnier, 

Associate Pastor. Dr. Rich Wampler is the patient advocate. 

Team members have coordinated workshops on cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation (CPR) for St. Augustine members. They also initiated the 

purchase of an Automated External Defibrillator (AED).

Parish nurses Jeanne Rochelle and Mary Kathryn Marum presented a series of 

workshops on FIVE WISHES, a program which helps people make important 

end-of-life care decisions that affect their medical, personal, emotional 

and spiritual needs. The FIVE WISHES address matters of comfort care with 

sensitivity and spirituality. 

Kathleen Quigley, assisted by Jeanne and Pastor Maryellen, presented a 

TRANSITIONS workshop to provide a guide to organizing one’s ‘life on 

paper.’ This information is a gift for those you leave behind so that they 

can navigate the complexity of decisions after death. Participants received a 

binder and a flash drive to help them put their affairs in order. 

Rich Wampler, patient advocate, said, “As a physician, I am acutely aware of the 

difficulty of patients without medical background to advocate for themselves in the 

fractured system of health care and insurance coverage. The Health Care Ministry 

coaches people on how to get the best care possible by preparing them for doctors’ 

visits and sometimes accompanying them to their appointments. They may assist 
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people with insurance difficulties, but sometimes just listening on the phone is all 

someone needs. It’s been a blessing and a grace to have this ministry.” 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry shows concern for people experiencing difficult 

situations by knitting and crocheting prayer shawls that are presented to 

members of the congregation and others. These act as a tangible sign of 

God’s care and comfort. This ministry combines compassion with the love of 

knitting and crocheting and turns it into a spiritual practice that reaches out 

to those in need.  

Shawl makers begin with prayers for the recipients which continue through 

the creation of the shawls. If recipients extend the kindness by making one 

themselves and passing it on to someone in need, the shawls are twice-

blessed. Both the giver and the receiver feel the unconditional love and 

embrace of a sheltering God. 

Organizer Greer Nave said, “Seeing the joy and comfort these gifts bring, I actually 

feel as if I am the hands God used to convey His love to those who receive them. It is 

a holy and humbling feeling every time someone acknowledges the gratitude they 

feel.”

St. Augustine’s prayer shawl group meets monthly to knit, crochet, pray and 

enjoy each other’s company. The 

shawls are given to those who 

need a visible sign of care to face 

life’s difficult challenges. The 

shawls are blessed by our Pastor 

and presented to the recipient with 

a prayer card and a selection of 

prayers from the Book of Common 

Prayer.

Recipient Susan Lampton 

reminisced, “When I was 

hospitalized, I was given a beautiful prayer shawl, and it certainly raised my spirits. 

It made me want to bring the kind of joy that I felt to others, and I decided to join the 

ministry. After many dropped stitches, I created my first shawl and gave it to a dear 

friend who had been diagnosed with cancer. It is such a wonderful feeling to bring 

even just a little comfort to someone who is going through a difficult time.”

Prayer Shawl Ministry
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The Meal Train Ministry employs an online calendar to organize the delivery 

of meals to parish families in times of need. By using this coordinated 

calendar, duplications of menus are avoided, and volunteers are able to 

choose a convenient day on which to deliver a meal.  

This ministry was started by Sue Zulauf in 2013. Sue felt grateful for meals 

she had received when she was ill, and she wanted to “pay it forward” 

to congregation members who could use a little support. She chose a 

computerized calendar that provided a sensible way to organize this 

effort, especially because it would avoid duplication of food. “When kind 

people brought me meals, I wound up with meat loaf three nights in a row!” Sue 

exclaimed.

After Sue passed, Barbara Woolman continued this ministry, and it has 

functioned efficiently ever since. Barbara said, “It’s nice to be able to help people 

this way because they feel so blessed to receive these food hugs. This is a good way to 

spread God’s love and the love of our congregation for others in times of need.”

Lay Eucharistic Visitors (LEV) take consecrated bread and wine from the 

general Sunday services to members of our parish family who are unable 

to attend the regular Sunday services. This is done with a special shortened 

communion, and each visitation allows the recipient an opportunity to 

receive the Holy Eucharist directly from that service.

Leader Jack Buffington said, “Delivering communion to someone in our parish 

who is sick is inspirational to me. This is especially true 

because I know I am bringing the Eucharistic elements 

of bread and wine that have been blessed at our Church 

during a Sunday service. It showers me with the love 

of Christ because of the special feeling that I get while 

sharing God’s blessing with a person who is unable to 

attend Church.”

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew is an international 

ministry for men and boys in the Episcopal Church, 

founded in 1883 as a prayer and Bible study group. 

It was incorporated by an Act of Congress in 1908 and signed by President 

Theodore Roosevelt. Currently, the Brotherhood has over 5,000 members and 

367 chapters. 

Jack Buffington, LEV
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The purpose of the Brotherhood is the spread of Christ’s Kingdom. 

The mission is to bring men and boys into the deepest possible relationship 

with Our Lord Jesus Christ by following the rules of prayer, study and service.

The Brotherhood is named after St. Andrew, a Galilean fisherman who, with 

his brother Simon Peter, became disciples of Christ when Jesus called them to 

follow Him and to become “fishers of men.” St. Andrew was crucified by the 

Romans on an X-shaped cross because he deemed himself unworthy to be 

crucified on the same type of cross as Jesus. The X-shaped cross is called the 

St. Andrew Cross and is on the upper quartile of the Brotherhood’s shield. 

The Brotherhood Chapter at St. Augustine was first organized in 2006 (at the 

Cincinnati Avenue location) by Ralph Nave with the support of Fr. Winger. 

Ralph had been active in a Brotherhood chapter at his former church, 

St. Paul’s Benicia. “I liked the socializing, prayers and community activism and 

wanted to share that camaraderie with St. Augustine men,” Ralph remarked. 

The current group has grown to 15 members. The Brothers provide support 

to St. Augustine members and others in a variety of ways. Each year, on the 

National Day of Service, they choose a project which helps a member of the 

congregation or a community organization. The group hosts an early summer 

BBQ lunch, serving delicious hamburgers and hot dogs. The proceeds usually 

support the St.  Augustine youth group, FISH. The Brothers also assisted 

Daughters of the King at their Fall Assembly food-packing event. 

Their Saturday morning meetings begin with a delicious breakfast (provided 

by a member) followed by study and prayer. In the fall of 2017, the 

Brotherhood hosted a one-day Christian Men’s Conference with attendees 

from churches throughout Northern California. Speakers’ topics included 

The Struggle for Justice, Human Trafficking in our Communities, the Cursillo 

Ministry, Kairos Ministry and How to Be a Disciple.

Current leader Rob Shonk “joined the Brotherhood to participate in the fellowship 

and camaraderie among the gentlemen at St. Augustine. I’ve enjoyed my time 

servicing so many projects, and I like the chapter meetings where we share testimony 

and personal witnessing.”  

“Our chapter meetings give us an opportunity to pray, study and serve the greater 

community. The meetings also give members a time for fellowship and to share an 

excellent breakfast,” said Brother John Quigley. 
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Brother Dave Thomas shared, “The Brotherhood keeps me on a strong God-led 

track to deal with my health management. My health keeps me in touch with GOD, or 

I would not be able to manage the pain.”

“It’s good to meet once a month with fellow men from our Church, to read God’s 

word, to study, ask questions and reflect,” commented Brother Jack Dillon. 

The Daughters of the King is an international order for women of the 

Episcopal Church. It was organized in 1885. Members pledge themselves to a 

lifelong program of prayer, service and personal evangelism. 

St. Augustine’s Mother Teresa Chapter of the Order of the Daughters of the 

King was officially chartered on November 8, 2003 (at the Granite Drive 

location). Officers from the Diocesan DOK, President Sharon Lundgren 

and Secretary Joan Dalwynmple, signed the original documents. Founding 

members were: Leslie Myrick, Chris Winger, Rhonda Wampler, Helen Costa, 

Cindy Pringle, Stephania Kogut, Sue Rogers, Karen McAllister, Georgiana 

Carmody and Chris Alexander Deering. There are currently 25 members in 

the St. Augustine Mother Teresa Chapter. The current president is Joanne 

McCormack. 

The Daughters’ Rule of Prayer is to pray daily for their sisters, church, clergy 

and for the spread of God’s kingdom. With their intercessions, they grow in 

faith as they pray for their own needs and for the needs of others. Through 

the Rule of Service, Daughters seek to do the will of God wherever they are, 

remembering Jesus’ words, “Whatever you did for the least of these…you did it 

for me.” Both rules support each other, and neither is complete without the 

other. “Prayer without work is empty words, and service without prayer is labor 

lost.” 

Our Mother Teresa chapter meets regularly for spiritual study, prayer 

and service. The members provide support to the Acres of Hope, a faith-

based renewal center, dedicated to women and children. Members have 

prepared Easter baskets for the children as well as Welcome Packages for 

new residents, complete with mops, brooms, cleaning products, sheets and 

pillowcases and other needed items designated by the directors of the home.  
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The Daughters have also given support to a seminarian, donated to our 

St. Luc Episcopal School in Haiti, prepared food baskets for families at 

holiday time and sent support to a women’s domestic abuse shelter in Placer 

County. The Daughters also assisted the Brotherhood of St. Andrew Chapter 

at their Christian Men’s Conference.

In November 2017, the Mother Teresa Chapter hosted the Fall Assembly. The 

theme was Rise Against Hunger (formerly Feed the Hungry) food-packing 

event. Daughters from chapters throughout the Diocese gathered to help 

package dehydrated meals to be sent to areas in great need of food products. 

June Meredith said, “I joined Daughters to be with like-minded women who 

believe in prayer and have prayer as a part of our daily lives. The prayer experience 

and camaraderie are powerful!”

“Praying regularly has provided me with self-discipline and helps me focus on the 

needs of others. The daily time of quiet and peace makes me feel so much closer to 

the Lord!” remarked Dottie Neil.

Special Ministries: Other Special Ministries serve the Church in a variety of 

ways. We are blessed to have so many dedicated volunteers who are always 

willing to lend a hand to be of support. 

The Hospitality Team takes care of parish food needs by arranging coffee 

hour for Sunday’s 10 a.m. service and coordinating both the inside and 

outside uses of Canterbury 

Hall’s kitchen. Members 

volunteer to provide delicious 

snacks for coffee hour each 

week. What would be coffee 

hour without our coffee 

master, Ralph Nave? He 

has trained a full cadre of 

assistants to share the coffee 

preparations.

Kathy Dillon and her daughter, 

Julie Shank, have set a high standard catering many events held at St. 

Augustine. Parishioner and former caterer Kathy Dillon, coordinator of 

Ralph Nave, Coffee Master
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the Hospitality Team, has been a 

mainstay of this group. “I’m usually 

here anyway between the Sunday 

services, so it’s easy for me to help with 

coffee hour. I enjoy seeing people chat 

with each other and with newcomers -  

it’s part of St. Augustine’s friendliness.” 

Foyer Groups are home-based 

rotating potluck dinners with six 

or eight parishioners that provide a 

chance to get together and form closer friendships, spiritual bonding, faith 

sharing and just plain fun!

First introduced to St. Augustine Church by Carole Petersen in 2005, Deidre 

Shonk is the current leader of this ministry, and she organizes the people 

into the groups with a computerized program. The groups change every 

six months. She says, “I’m always amazed by how so many different people with 

different personalities seem to meld together when they are sharing a meal. It’s really 

special.”

Where Moms Connect was a group created by Melissa Lovin to minister to moms 

with children ages infant through 18. The group met regularly and provided 

time for meaningful conversations, laughter and friendship. It was a support 

system for moms on their child-rearing journey. It was open to St. Augustine 

members and mothers from the 

community. The MOM Conference 

grew out of Where Moms Connect and 

offered a special day to celebrate 

being a mom and an opportunity to 

hear speakers on relevant topics.

The Communication Team fulfills 

the public relations needs of St. 

Augustine Church. The team works 

proactively together to design, 

execute and publish messages of St. 

Augustine while maintaining consistency of style and branding.

 Julie Shank and Kathy Dillon, Hospitality

The Moms Group
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Leader Carol Ann Hackley said, “We serve as a collaborative resource for other 

ministry teams, assisting in writing, editing and proofreading. The team consists 

of editors, writers, proofreaders, marketing and public relations professionals 

with a wealth of experience. Individual members plan strategies and tactics for 

communication, handle maintenance of the Web site and social media, publish 

Canterbury Tales, issue news releases to the media and produce brochures, signs, 

slides and flyers.”

The File of Life kits were provided by the Communication Team for the 

congregation’s health and safety. Wallet-sized folders in red plastic cases 

are distributed at the Welcome Counter. These folders enable individuals to 

record vital information about doctors, allergies, medications, emergency 

contacts, etc.  

The Team produced the Cursillo, Kairos and Prayer Shawl Ministry tri-fold 

brochures and edited Haiti Partnership materials. Members also wrote and 

published the Faith Connections Ministry Guide. Barbara Woolman and 

Sharon Taylor are writing booklets explaining our Church’s stained glass 

windows and symbols of faith.  

The first St. Augustine newsletter, The Servant, was published in July 1995. 

Rich Wampler was the editor, assisted by Joan and Bill Howe. In 1996, Joan 

became the editor. Fr. Winger began publishing the newly-named Canterbury 

Tales after his arrival at the Granite Drive location. Elise Fong assumed the 

role of editor after the move to Cincinnati Avenue and served for six years. 

Kathleen Quigley has been the Canterbury Tales editor for the past seven years. 

“We exist to serve the mission and messages of St. Augustine and its various ministry 

teams,” Carol Ann added. “We’re here to help.”

The Church Historical Preservation Team is dedicated to recording the 

history of St. Augustine Church so that future generations may have better 

understanding of our Church’s origins. The team has gathered important 

data concerning the Church’s history by conducting interviews with 

members, researching local and community facts and examining Diocesan 

history. All the information, including photos, has been turned into this 

book, which captures the Church’s 25-year history.
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Kathleen Quigley, editor of the history book publication, said, “I think I’ve 

had this story in me from the beginning. When I look at the photos I’ve taken, along 

with the issues of Canterbury Tales I’ve edited, I realized this history needed to be 

preserved. I am reminded that this is a story that needs to be told. Thanks to the help 

of our wonderful team of writers, I think we have created a remarkable book.” 

In conclusion, our faith connects to actions in our Church, and through our 

ministry teams, we create a sense of growth in the tranquility of our worship 

and our love of others. As Mahatma Gandhi said, “The best way to find yourself 

is to lose yourself in the service of others.
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Ministries 
Acolytes, Greeters, Oblations & Welcome Teams 

Brian Fischer, Tom Gartin, Madison Lovin, Lily Beckman  
Kathy Dillon, Fr. Winger, Jack Dillon, Sally Williams 

Acolytes with Fr. Winger at Anthony Court 
Kalie Geiger, Christopher Buck, Madison Lovin,  

Meagan Lovin 
Lyn Fusion & Marcia Rush 

Margie Buhler, Rhonda Wampler, Fred Buhler 
John Bittman & John Quigley 

Sarah Fong, Katy Fong, Meagan Lovin, Madison Lovin 
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Brotherhood of St. Andrew Lector 
Lana Gartin 

Choir at Cincinnati Avenue 

Musicians at Granite Drive 

Amy Quinney 
Music Director 

Daughters of the King Mother Teresa Chapter 

Greeters 
Peggy Doyle 

Barbara Jean Harlowe 
Elizabeth Schooss  

Rosanna Jensen 
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CHAPTER V
Called to Give ... Outreach

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in…naked and you clothed 

me…I was in prison and you visited me.”   Matthew 25:35-36

The question “What does God expect of us?” is the driving force for outreach 

activities at St. Augustine Church. “Rather than inward focus, we have a 

dimension of outward focus,” said Ken Cichocki, who added, “It’s our ‘inclusive 

frame of mind’ as a model of A Safe Place for People Seeking God. Newcomers are 

attracted to this aspect of St. Augustine.” 

Outreach has been a priority for St. Augustine Church members since the very 

early days. Today our outreach programs are coordinated by the Mission and 

Outreach Team. Jim Quinney was chair through 2016 and is the inspiration 

behind many of our current outreach efforts. Peggy Doyle became chair in 

2017 and has continued to expand our outreach into the community and 

beyond. 

Outreach funds are raised through special events, silent auctions and 

designated offerings. Special offerings are sometimes collected for a specific 

project. One year, the Christmas offering went to foster children at Sierra 

College who had aged out of the system and needed help. Any parishioner can 

submit a grant request to support a specific idea or need. 

Early Outreach Projects: Among the early outreach projects adopted by the 

congregation at Anthony Court was the Palm Sunday carrying of the cross. 

Jim Serrett noted in the March-April 1997 Church newsletter, The Servant, 
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“…On March 22, 1997, we at St. Augustine gathered at Stanford Ranch Park in 

Rocklin and initiated…the carrying of the Church’s large wooden cross, draped in a 

purple cloth.” Nearly 100 carried the cross on a five-mile pilgrimage back to 

Author and Speaker – John M. Platt

St. Augustine in the mid-1990s was 

bustling with children of all ages.  

Parents would gather at coffee hour 

and share the joys and challenges of 

raising children.  We were all eager for 

resources on how to help us be better 

parents and looking for practical tips.

I found a book titled Life in The Family 

Zoo by John Platt which offered: “A 

humorous, anecdotal guide to surviving 

parenthood and producing responsible 

happy children along the way!” It was 

just what I was looking for: “Easy, 

practical step-by-step techniques that take 

you into the next 18 years with positive and 

encouraging methods dealing with children’s misbehavior.”  It was funny, 

insightful and offered the tools I was looking for. I just had to share with 

my Church family.

The author had a local connection and was happy to set up a 

presentation. We printed flyers to invite the community and went to 

the Rocklin schools to see if they would help support the event. The 

big challenge was trying to direct attendees to the back of a warehouse 

district in the dark! We did our best with signs and balloons.

What a joy to see the fabulous turnout, hear people laughing, nodding 

and coming away with greater insight and a set of new tools on how to 

be a better parent. I loved being a part of connecting the Church with the 

community in this important way.  

Joan Howe



73

the Church in celebration of Easter. He said, “As we all took turns carrying the 

cross and placing our own special prayers in the backpack Fr. Peter was wearing, 

there were some extremely positive benefits.” Joan Howe added, “There is now 

weight and burden attached. I can more clearly imagine Jesus carrying it, and it has 

directly linked me to Him.” The announcement read, “This is for everyone in the 

community, not just members of St. Augustine.” 

Outreach continued at each location throughout the years with a variety of 

undertakings, including the Christmas Basket Auction, with proceeds going 

to the Mission and Women’s Group fund for camp scholarships, retreats 

and special needs, under the direction of Stephania Kogut. The Christmas 

Tree project, providing gifts for those in need, was introduced by the late 

Shirley Fredrickson. She called the congregation’s attention to the needs of 

the Roseville Women’s Shelter and the trailer park near Anthony Court as the 

focus for giving. 

A special outreach activity for the community, Life at the Family Zoo, was held 

at Anthony Court.

Grocery Cart Ministry: When the Church met on Cincinnati Avenue, Carole 

Peterson “put us on the right course with The Gathering Inn and the ‘grocery cart 

ministry,’” according to Jim Quinney. “She went to Safeway and asked for a 

donation of a grocery cart as a visual reminder of the need to donate food. Carole 

deserves credit for having the vision.” 

Fr. Peter (center) with congregation from 

Anthony Court carrying the cross on Good Friday
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The current recipient of the Grocery Cart Ministry is the food pantry at St. 

James Episcopal Church in Lincoln, California. “The food scarcity in Lincoln is 

huge, so we support St. James 

in their efforts. There’s more 

need than they can address,” 

said Jim. The grocery cart, 

which is located at the 

entrance to Canterbury 

Hall, is a reminder to the 

congregation to bring 

canned goods and non-

perishable items. 

The Gathering Inn: 

“Providing a hand up, not a 

handout,” the Gathering 

Inn has been providing help since 2004 as the only non-profit organization 

serving homeless men, women and children of Placer County. It works in 

partnership with more than 40 local churches “to provide a hot meal, fellowship 

and safe overnight accommodations for the homeless 365 days a year,” Jim 

explained. 

Moving into our First Church allowed us to begin hosting The Gathering 

Inn guests. Once a month, 60 to 80 guests arrive by bus at St. Augustine for 

dinner, a movie and overnight shelter in Canterbury Hall and the sanctuary. 

Nicknamed “The Chicken Church” because of the delicious barrel-cooked 

chicken provided to the 

guests, St. Augustine serves 

a hot meal that now includes 

rice, “thanks to the new cooker 

that enables us to cook 60 cups 

of rice in an hour,” said Jim. 

The meal also includes salad, 

bread, dessert and beverages. 

One homeless man stopped 

in front of the table before 

being served the chicken and 

Grocery Cart Ministry

Carole Peterson with donated socks
for The Gathering Inn
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said, with tears in his eyes, “I’ve been here before, and I just want you to know 

when I’m here, I feel surrounded by love.” Another, with a twinkle in his eye, 

said, “Your Church could open a restaurant!”

Parishioners’ regular donations of sample-sized toiletry items are given to 

the homeless at The Gathering Inn. Most recently, laundry detergent was 

collected for the commercial washers and dryers that were donated by our 

Church. As seasons change, special items are requested, such as socks, jeans, 

sweatshirts, rain gear and coats.

Sole Hope Program: Sole Hope is 

an agency organized to provide 

shoes to help prevent disease 

in the feet caused by jiggers in 

impoverished countries. 

A Sole Hope cutting party was 

organized at the Church in spring 

2015 by Melissa Lovin and Kara 

Diaz. Using denim, shoe tops 

were cut. They were shipped to 

Africa where assembly workers attached the soles and finished the sewing. 

Then these close-toed shoes were distributed to the locals. 

St. Vincent de Paul: Gaby Sisk coordinates the weekly schedules for a dozen 

volunteers at St. Vincent de Paul Dining Room, Roseville. On the third 

Thursday of each month, teams of three from St. Augustine prepare and 

serve lunch. Other churches and organizations provide volunteer teams for 

the remaining days, with American Legion serving a big meal on Sundays. 

Located on Bonita Avenue in Roseville, the Dining Room, serving lunch to 60 

to 80, is open to anyone from noon until 1:30 p.m. 

Leftovers and donations come from businesses such as Chipotle, Pizza Hut, 

Domino’s, Smart & Final and Raley’s. Lunch is “created” from the restaurant 

and supermarket contributions. Rob Shonk said, “We’ve served beans and 

franks, chicken and ham salad sandwiches, spaghetti, hamburgers, tacos, beef stew 

and casseroles we have concocted with the food that’s there. Sometimes we just have 

to say, ‘Well, we fed them.’” However, Rob added, “On Thanksgiving, it’s turkey 

and traditional side dishes.”

Sole Hope cutting party
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Rise Against Hunger (formerly Stop 

Hunger Now): The annual meal-

packing project Rise Against Hunger 

was brought to St. Augustine three 

years ago by Jerry Harner and Jim 

Quinney. Congregation members, 

along with their co-workers and 

community volunteers, gather in 

Canterbury Hall to pack as many as 

40,000 high-protein dehydrated meals 

to be sent to those in “bone-crushing poverty,” said Jim. He added, “The need 

is very real and I felt we had to do something.” The project also involves packing 

events at St. John’s Episcopal Church, Roseville, and many other churches in 

Carmichael, Loomis and beyond with Jim as the facilitator/advocate.

Jim facilitated the food-packing project at the Diocesan Convention in 

November 2016, and it is planned as a 

continuing effort. Daughters of the King 

(DOK) also included the meal-packing 

project in the 2017 Fall Assembly at the 

Church, involving DOK members from 

throughout the Diocese.

Recycling: Since the days at Cincinnati 

Avenue, parishioners have been diligent 

about bringing bottles and cans to Church 

for recycling as a way to raise money. In 

2007, Bob and Rosanna Jensen took on 

the project. After Bob died in 2009, Rosanna continued it “for a good cause.” 

Through the years, the money collected, $300 to $400 per year, has gone to 

our Youth Group and The Gathering Inn. “It was kind of a dirty job,” Rosanna 

said. “The people at the recycling center used to tease me, saying, ‘You drink a lot of 

beer!’” she laughed. Her neighbors and friends also contributed bottles and 

cans – “to add to those collected at Church,” she clarified. In 2017, after serving 

for ten years, Rosanna stepped back, and Jack Dillon handled it in the interim 

until Jim Quinney recently picked up the duty. The proceeds now go to support 

the St. Luc Episcopal School in Haiti.  

Meal-packing event

Bishop Beisner helping at the 
Diocesan Convention meal-packing event
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Pull Tabs: Priscilla Kriner brought to us a pull tab project benefitting the 

Ronald McDonald House. The recycled tabs from cans help to support the 

cost of temporary homes-away-from-home for the families of seriously 

ill children being treated at nearby hospitals. Guests pay $10 per night to 

help maintain the accommodations close to the medical facilities. There is a 

Ronald McDonald House in Sacramento. 

Acres of Hope: A faith-based renewal center dedicated to homeless women 

and children, Acres of Hope is a Mission and Outreach project. It has also 

been adopted by the St. Augustine Daughters of the King Chapter (DOK). The 

center, located in Auburn, provides apartment-like bungalows for women 

and children in need. DOK members provide items needed to furnish their 

bungalows, which have a private bathroom and bunk-beds. 

Barbara Jean Harlowe has made quilts for the residents while other members 

have provided Mother’s Day gift bags with devotionals, grown-up coloring 

books, water bottles, soap, lip balm, etc. Welcome packages for new residents 

have been donated by DOK members, 

complete with mops, brooms, cleaning 

products, sheets and pillowcases, towels, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, dish-washing 

soap and laundry detergent. The women and 

children often come to Acres of Hope with 

nothing.

Acres of Hope focuses on “transforming lives 

and building healthy relationships between 

homeless moms and their kids.” The residents 

pay nothing and are not judged by past 

mistakes.

There is someone to care for the toddlers while the moms go to class. The 

older children go to a nearby school. “It’s a two-year program,” said Rhonda 

Wampler, “as there is no quick-fix…they are so wounded.” The goal is to provide 

two years of housing and to help residents get a job, a car and an apartment 

in order to succeed on their own. 

As members of the Mission and Outreach Team, Stephanie Tilton and Rhonda 

manage our Church’s participation in the Acres of Hope program. With a 

DOK members Mary Morehead, 
Barbara Sawyer, June Meredith, 

Carole Wagner (June’s friend) and 
Sharon Mershon, Acres of Hope 

donations 
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17-year career in Marriage and Family Counseling, Rhonda knew of the need 

and especially appreciated the philosophy of the faith-based program. The 

Mission and Outreach Team also supports this project with monetary grants. 

“Homeless women with children, who come from all over,” said Rhonda, “need to 

apply for admission to Acres of Hope. Some are women who have lost custody of their 

children, and many come with issues of abuse and/or addiction, etc., Acres of Hope 

works to help them try to get their children back. We are committed and will keep 

bringing the needs forward. We are able to help in small but significant ways.”

Kairos Prison Ministry: Translated: “God’s time,” Kairos is the national 

prison ministry, brought to St. Augustine by Jack Dillon in 2010. Jack, Steve 

Mershon and Rob Shonk actively participate in the Kairos weekends, which 

are held two times a year at Folsom Prison. Others in our congregation 

participate in various ways. Jack is now the Advisory Council Leader, and 

Steve is the secretary. Steve’s ‘brown card’ security clearance allows him to 

meet with residents for a prayer and share chapel time in addition to Kairos 

weekends. 

Kairos was founded in 1976 by Tom Johnson, an attorney and Catholic 

Cursillista from Miami. The four-day retreat ministry, held within the walls 

of prisons, has continued to grow and is supported nationally by many 

denominations.

Kairos is a short course in Christianity. The outcome is hope, building the 

Christian community in an institution. “Over time, Kairos has brought more 

peace to the prison yard,” said Steve. “I’ve learned over the years of working this 

ministry that it brings together, through the power of the Spirit, mortal enemies. This 

is done through the table ‘families,’ where there will be Crips, Bloods, Latino North/

South, White Supremacists and Asian gang members.” He added, “They deal daily 

with ‘yard politics’ that say they should hate each other. But it is common at the end 

of a four-day weekend, they vow to bring Christ’s community to the yard together.”

 “At St. Augustine, the entire congregation supports the team - from Sunday 

schoolers to parishioners, who make the colored construction paper hands and 

write messages, bake cookies, donate funds and pray,” said Steve. “Sunday School 

children provide a gazillion tiny little hands with special messages,” Steve said. 

“When one inmate read a child’s message that read, ‘Never give up,’ he wept.” 
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Haiti Outreach: Extending St. Augustine’s Outreach internationally, the 

Church has become deeply committed to Haiti, perhaps the poorest country 

in the Western Hemisphere. Nearly 88 percent of the population live 

under the poverty line and one-third of the 

population is under the age of 15. Inadequate 

sanitation, nutrition and access to clean, 

safe water present challenges beyond local 

residents’ reach. 

St. Augustine was first introduced to the 

needs of Haiti by parishioner Jerry Harner. 

Jerry began his travels to Haiti in 1994, with 

a group from St. Dunstan’s in Carmel Valley. 

He has made more than 30 trips to Haiti in the past 23 years and remains 

committed, working to connect the needs of Haiti to the available resources. 

St. Augustine’s first involvement in Haiti began in 2008, with a trip to Haiti 

that resulted in a relationship between Rich Wampler and Pastor Jonas, 

a Haitian. That connection continues with support for an orphanage that 

Pastor Jonas founded. 

Our current primary involvement in Haiti is through an Episcopal program 

called the Haiti Partnership, linking Episcopal churches in the United States 

with Episcopal Schools in Haiti.

Haiti Partnership – St. Luc Episcopal School: In April 2016, a small 

group from St. Augustine traveled to Haiti to begin our new Partnership 

with St. Luc School in Thomassique. St. Luc School currently has 

approximately 100 students, scheduled in two shifts, meeting in a one-

room church. Previously, the instructors were all untrained volunteers, 

who were not paid. Our Partnership project, “Help Fill This Chair,” has 

four three-year objectives: to provide scholarships for 120 students, 

portable Sawyer water filters for potable water, uniforms for students 

and salaries for teachers. Individuals and families at St. Augustine have 

signed three-year pledges to help reach these goals. We also have a 

future dream of helping to build a six-room schoolhouse. 

A team from St. Augustine, including three of our high school youths, visited 

St. Luc’s School in summer 2017 to bring compassion and helping hands 

Sunday School children
making hands for Kairos
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to the impoverished area. “We show up and 

show we care and love them,” said Jim Quinney. 

Participants this year assembled solar panels 

for much-needed lighting in St. Luc’s School. 

“The school suffered no damage from Hurricane 

Maria and served as a shelter for about 20 people. 

They were very grateful to have the solar lighting,” 

reported Jim.

The Foyer des Orphelins et des Demunis Evangleiquies  

(Home of the Orphans and Evangelical People – FODEME): In 2008, Dr. Rich 

Wampler accompanied Jerry on a trip to Haiti. Rich was introduced to Denis 

Rozambert, known to us as Jonas, during this trip. Rich shared, 

 “Around 2008, before the earthquake, I went to Haiti with Jerry 

Harner and a group of clinical professionals to conduct a number of 

mobile clinics in collaboration with the Episcopal Diocese of Haiti. For 

about a week, we drove the primitive roads of the Haitian countryside, 

conducting clinics at various churches. The Haitians were so gracious 

and impeccably dressed for their visits with us. Typically, I would see 

about 30 patients an afternoon, mostly aches and pains, stomach 

problems, upper respiratory infections. We had a mobile pharmacy and 

treated what we could.

“During this visit, I developed a friendship with Denis Rozambert 

(Jonas). We kept in touch by the Internet and cell phones. Over the years, 

St. Augustine helped Jonas repair church roofs, etc. Then the devastating 

earthquake occurred in 2010. I received emails from Jonas and read 

them to the congregation. It really brought the extent of the tragedy 

home to get first-hand accounts of the devastation and suffering from 

someone on the ground.

“In the aftermath of the earthquake, Jonas helped start an orphanage, 

FODEME, which St. Augustine was instrumental in funding. At this time, 

I learned that Jonas was a minister with responsibilities for several 

small congregations in the countryside. By this time, he was married 

with two small children. Tragically, one evening over dinner, Jonas’s 

wife fell over dead. He had to sell personal property to bury her. Jonas 

was now a widower with two small children.

St. Luc Classroom
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“I have been back twice to visit the orphanage, once with Jim Tilton and 

later when several of us went to the Haiti Connection Conference. It is 

a crude facility by our standards, but it provides shelter and food and a 

safe harbor for children. It seems Haiti can’t catch a break. Last year, 

the hurricane did a great deal of damage to the orphanage building and 

St. Augustine has helped with repairs.” 

Rich continues to be involved with Jonas and the work at the 

orphanage. As needs arise, the Mission Outreach Committee has given 

grants to support various projects for the orphanage. The congregation 

has also been very generous in their financial contributions for this 

project. 

Living Water International and NorCal Walks for Water: “Another major thrust 

of our outreach has been in support of Living Water International whose mission 

is to bring safe water to impoverished areas, including Haiti, Central America and 

Africa,” Rich Wampler said. “Jim Tilton and I have been on four such trips. Another 

team from St. Augustine (Jack Dillon, Rick Lovin, Ken Cichocki and Jim Quinney) 

also drilled a well in Haiti. The most rewarding aspect, though, of well-drilling is to 

experience the gracefulness and appreciation of the villagers,” he added. “For me, 

this has been the most powerful and spiritual part of the well trips. As important as 

it is to get clean water, there is something intensely powerful about just showing 

up that touched these people so much. Every trip I leave feeling that I received more 

than I gave,” Rich concluded.  

St. Augustine volunteers have raised $45,000 

through corporate donations and NorCal 

Walks for Water, a walk-a-thon fund-

raising project that supports Living Water 

International.

Bear Hugs: The newest Outreach project was 

the brain-child of a 12-year-old member of 

the congregation, Sam Weston, who saw a 

need and acted on it. Sam realized the small 

pillow his brother was given when he was 

in the hospital was not sufficient comfort. 

He concluded that Teddy bears, inspired by A successful well drilled by
the St. Augustine team
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a project he had seen on a video from 

England, would be helpful to pediatric 

patients. Sam sews and likes to make 

things and wanted to do something 

good. The goal is to have 40 bears ready 

for delivery before the end of the year. 

Under Sam’s leadership, others in the 

congregation are pitching in to make this 

dream come true. Dr. Rich Wampler, a 

cardiologist, in surgical attire, presented 

the small felt hearts in Church for blessing, before they were sewn into the 

bears. Sam said, “The bears will be complete once they get the hearts that have 

been blessed!” 

In conclusion, with a long history of helping, 

outreach is integral to St. Augustine Church. 

When a need arises, the response is always: 

How can we do this?  “Outreach programs flow 

from members with passion and compassion, 

which encourages us to do more,” remarked 

Jim Quinney. We continue to grow and meet 

the challenges, locally and globally, with 

enthusiasm and commitment. 

NorCal Walks for Water walk-a-thon

Jim Quinney, Dr Rich, Pastor
Maryellen, Lucas, Louise and

Sam Weston, blessing of the felt 
hearts for the bears



83

 

OUTREACH 
Meal-packing event 

Kalie Geiger, Carole Geiger, Hannah &  

Carly Ibenthal, Molly Ibenthal 
Jerry Harner, Rick Stenzel  

 
St. Luc Mission School 

Jim Quinney & principal 
Aidan & Nolan Eckberg 

 

Donated to The Gathering Inn 
a washer & dryer 
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Living Water International 
Well-drilling Teams 

Rick Lovin, Jack Dillon, Jim Quinney &  
Ken Cichocki 

Jim & Stephanie Tilton, Chris Deering, 
Rich & Rhonda Wampler (not shown Bob  

Deering 

 

Norcal Walk for Water Walk-a-thon 
Geoffrey & David Brosnan 

Julie & Stacy Shank, Olivia Shank, Dominic 
Shank, Kathy Dillon & Missy 



85

CHAPTER VI
Called to Learn ... Christian Formation

Formally known as Christian Education, it is now Christian Formation. 

Why the change? It is a matter of emphasis. Christian Education focuses on 

knowledge -  all the things we have learned through life. Christian Formation 

is much broader. It includes all the things we have done and are doing to 

form ourselves into better Christians. Christian Formation is deeply spiritual 

and extremely meaningful, and it is the process of being shaped by the Holy 

Spirit and the love of God.

Even though faith is evidence of things not seen, we must be able to perceive 

the things in which we believe. Our efforts in Christian Formation help us 

intensify our faith and gain a better understanding of our beliefs.

PARISH PROGRAMS

Since the beginning days of St. Augustine, there has been an emphasis on 

Christian Formation. Our parish members have participated in many different 

types of activities that help us grow spiritually. Although some of these 

programs were completed in the past, many are continuing.  

Evelyn Avenue Bible Study: While at the Anthony Court location, Fr. Peter 

Fritsch led a non-denominational Bible Study Group for ladies at the Evelyn 

Avenue Senior Apartment Complex, down the street from the Church 

building. It was affectionately known as “The Evelyn Avenue Theological 

Reflection and Discussion Group,” a weekly gathering of fascinating women. 

(The Servant May-June 1997, St. Augustine’s earliest newsletter.) 



86

The participants came to think, ask questions, process and share personal 

journeys in and through theological reflection on Holy Scripture. Early 

records indicate that Rhonda Wampler, Helen Costa, Shirley Fredrickson, 

Margie Briley, Jessie McKeag, Lola Rasmussen and Sally Williams 

participated.  

Study Groups: Study groups have met throughout the years and given us an 

opportunity to study God’s word. Groups have read and discussed particular 

chapters of the Bible, as well as topical issues. Many wonderful inspirational 

books have been the subject of lively, passionate, in-depth discussions. The 

topics are wide-ranging and have included foods of the Bible, social issues 

that affect the Church, the community and the world. At one time there was 

even a Bonehead Bible Group and a Wellness Group. On one occasion, Rich 

Wampler and Ronny Berg used the Education for Ministry (EfM) format to 

study Genesis. 

Study groups have been held at the Church and in private homes and led both 

by clergy and lay members. Throughout the years, study groups and classes 

have been held in the fall and spring. There is always a special topic studied 

during Lent. 

The tradition of study groups continues to be part of the Christian Formation 

culture at St. Augustine. God, personal growth and fellowship are always at 

the core of the study groups. 

Retreats: Retreats have allowed Church members to spend a few days in 

an inspirational environment. These opportunities have led to a deeper 

understanding of ourselves and God’s call to us. 

Throughout our Church history, we 

have visited places such as Camp 

Noel Porter, Lake Tahoe, the Bishop’s 

Ranch, Healdsburg, and Mercy Center 

Auburn. Formats have included Vestry, 

Family, Women’s, Men and Youth 

Retreats. On occasion, retreats have 

been a one-day experience held in a 

home or at the Church. Women’s Retreat, Mercy Center, Auburn
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Sunday School: Joan Howe recalled, “In the early days of St. Augustine on 

Anthony Court, we had a very vibrant children’s program. We had tons of kids and 

young families! Fr. Peter Fritsch loved kids and was very intentional about including 

many programs to support young families. This was when we started having Church 

picnics, family camp-outs in Tahoe and dances. We had several Sunday School classes 

to accommodate all of the different age groups and sponsored kids going to Camp 

Noel Porter in the summers. Stephania Kogut was one of the first leaders of our 

youth program, and she worked closely with Fr. Peter to have all kinds of great things 

planned for the kids.” 

With the departure of Fr. Peter, the 

Sunday School began to decline. After the 

move to Granite Drive, the congregation 

was struggling with finances and 

membership. There was an effort to 

maintain a Sunday School program, but 

attendance continued to drop. 

At the Cincinnati Avenue location, we had 

a plan for the very young, led by Marlene 

Harner and Georgiana Carmody. Joan 

Howe taught the middle school youth, 

using the Chronicles of Narnia as a 

theme.  Unfortunately, the Sunday School population continued to dwindle, 

and the two classes were eventually dropped. We did have a nursery for our 

newest and youngest members, Lily and Zach Beckman.

Eventually, a few young children began to 

attend Church with their families. Still there 

were not enough to create a class, but Fr. 

Nordon Winger asked Susan Lampton to work 

on some type of arrangement for the children 

who were coming. In the very beginning, 

she provided a basket of children’s spiritual 

books, and later she made busy bags filled 

with coloring books, crayons and quiet toys 

to keep the children entertained during the 

services that we continue to offer today. 

Sunday School at Cincinnati Avenue,  
studying the Chronicles of Narnia

Lily Beckman and Joshua Sisk, first 
day of Sunday School at MMCA



88

When we moved to Maria Montessori Charter Academy (MMCA), attendance 

grew again. In the fall of 2010, Susan, assisted by Kathleen Quigley, 

developed a more cohesive program following an Episcopal curriculum. 

Sunday School lessons included Bible 

stories, crafts, music and videos. We had 

a primary class and an intermediate class, 

each with five to eight children, which 

were held in the school classrooms while 

the service was in progress in the multi-

purpose room.

The Sunday School program at MMCA 

continued to grow each year. Volunteers 

taught the classes. Jim Quinney, Amy 

Quinney, Sarah Quinney and Rob Shonk provided music each week. We 

presented a very small but lively Christmas pageant each year where the 

older students read the Christmas story, and the very young students were 

dressed in costumes.

The move into our First Church in December 2013 was very exciting because 

we finally had our own classrooms, furniture and materials. The Sunday 

School program expanded under the direction of Susan and Kathleen. They 

carried on for another year, and Sunday School attendance increased even 

more.

First Christmas Pageant at MMCA

Christmas Pageant in our First Church
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The 2016 Christmas pageant had the largest ever group of children 

participating, and new costumes were purchased. It allowed the children to 

present a Christmas pageant that included everyone from the littlest angel to 

King Herod himself.

In 2015, Melissa Lovin was hired as the Children’s Ministry Coordinator, and 

as the Church grew, the Sunday School increased to 30 children, preschool 

through fifth grade. We now have two classes, three-year-olds through first 

grade and second through fifth grade. 

Shelby Larkey became our nursery attendant in 2014 and implemented a 

weekly Bible story for the little ones, accompanied by a snack. Religious 

songs are played in the background, and there are several Bible picture books. 

Through the Sunday School program, we host family movie nights that are 

very popular. Parents and children gather to share dinner of pizza or hot dogs 

and watch a favorite movie. The Advent Fair encourages families to make an 

Advent Wreath and use a booklet of advent prayers and Christmas countdown 

ideas.  

We are blessed with a wonderful group of volunteers in our Sunday School. 

Some teach and others help with the children’s events. Many do both!

Vacation Bible School: After the 

move to (MMCA), an exciting 

outgrowth of our expanding 

Sunday School was the 

introduction of our first Vacation 

Bible School (VBS), a tradition that 

continues today. Fifteen students 

enjoyed a wonderful week of Bible 

stories, crafts, snacks and music. 

The Bug Zone: Transformed by Our 

Big God was the theme of the first 

VBS in June 2012, headed by Susan Lampton and Kathleen Quigley. Susan and 

Kathleen also headed up Backyard Bible Camp in 2013 and Jungle Safari in 2014. 

In 2015, Melissa Lovin and Emily Buck joined forces to direct St. Augustine’s 

VBS. Forty children enjoyed an action-packed week of Bible lessons, singing, 

Jim Tilton leading a VBS group
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hilarious skits, yummy snacks, exciting games and fun crafts. The themes 

since then have been: Everest: Conquering Challenges with God’s Mighty Power 

in2015; Cave Quest: Following Jesus - The Light of the World in 2016; and Maker 

Fun Factory in 2017. Many former students and helpers graduate to become 

Crew Leaders. Some children have been attending year after year; it is a treat 

to watch them grow in God’s love at VBS. The number of volunteers has 

grown to about 25. 

Friend In Serving Him (FISH): The FISH group is a gathering time for youth 

in grades 6 through 12.  They meet weekly on Sunday evenings for dinner, 

fellowship and study. FISH provides the opportunity for youth to enhance 

their spiritual journey into adulthood. They engage in many important 

discussions about faith 

and life. They usually 

divide into two sections, 

middle school and high 

school, for discussions. 

On the second Sunday 

of each month, they 

hold a Eucharist service 

that enables everyone 

to participate in reading 

scriptures, prayers and 

playing music. Other Sundays, they end with a Compline (night prayer) 

service. The FISH group enjoys retreats, service projects and outreach 

endeavors.

FISH was started in 2010 by Sarah Quinney and Theresa and Carlton Allen. 

After Sarah was ordained, Jim Quinney assumed that role. Tom Gartin, Gaby 

Sisk and Shelby Larkey currently work with the FISH Group. Emily Buck 

assists with the dinners, and Melissa Lovin is always available to lend a 

helping hand.

The first St. Augustine youth group for ages 10 through 13, called Christians 

in Action (C.I.A.), began meeting September 1995 under the direction of 

Stephania Kogut. 

FISH pumpkin carving night - St. Augustine and 
St. John’s Roseville Youth Groups
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Search & Vocare: Search and Vocare were 

Cursillo-related youth programs that 

were part of the Youth and Young Adult 

ministries for the Episcopal Diocese of 

Northern California. Search was for high 

school age students while Vocare was 

for young adults ages 18 and up. These 

weekend retreats focused on the spiritual 

walk of our youth and were held twice a 

year at various churches throughout the Diocese.

One of the wonderful aspects of these programs was that they were for and 

by the youth. The youth held most of the leadership positions and led the 

retreats. Adults assisted in the kitchen, on the music team and as spiritual 

leaders. There was also an Adult Adviser/Coordinator.

Throughout the years, St. Augustine’s youth were well-represented in 

the Search and Vocare community -  first as candidates and later as team 

members. Theresa Stenzel Allen was a candidate at the first Search, and Chris 

Stenzel became a candidate at a later date. They both worked on subsequent 

retreats and held various team positions. Ultimately, they were in the lead 

positions.

Theresa met her husband, Carlton Allen, at a 

Search Retreat. 

Rick and Janice Stenzel took an active role in 

the program, first working on the kitchen crew 

and then in advisory roles. Janice was the Adult 

Coordinator of Search 2004-07. The programs are 

no longer active in the Diocese. 

Faith Alive: Members of St. Augustine became 

interested in the Faith Alive program while we 

were located at Granite Drive. Faith Alive was 

essentially a weekend retreat for the entire 

congregation, led by volunteer Episcopalian 

lay leaders from around the country. Clergy 

participate but are not involved as leaders. A team 

Search Retreat

Joan Howe organizing a 
Faith Alive event
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of St. Augustine members was formed to prepare the congregation for this 

experience, and gracious parishioners hosted the visiting Faith Alive leaders in 

their homes for the weekend.

The weekend offered many opportunities for the congregation to meet at 

the Church or in homes in small or large groups. The children had their own 

program, and the leaders were devoted to giving the kids a great time.

Congregation members shared their faith journeys as they explored their 

relationship to God and how God relates to them. It was inspiring to listen to 

these stories and to see how God touched the lives of others.  

After the weekend, the congregation did not want to let their newly-

found closeness slip away, so many small groups were formed to keep the 

momentum going. Small groups are still an integral part of our parish lives. 

Alpha: In 2002, St. Augustine sponsored an Alpha outreach program in an 

effort to attract new members. This was an evangelistic course which sought 

to introduce the basics of the Christian faith through a series of talks and 

discussions. Each session looked at a different question about faith and was 

designed to create conversations. The program placed special emphasis on 

those who did not consider themselves Christian.

The course explained who Jesus is, what he said and did, and why it matters 

to us today. A team of ten St. Augustine members led this course over a 

ten-week period. The results were not as overwhelming as we had hoped. 

“We did not attract very many new members, but we certainly educated our own 

congregation and created a very strong bond among the Church members,” said 

Chris Deering.

Cursillo: A three-day retreat weekend, Cursillo is designed to renew 

enthusiasm for Christian faith and deepen Christian commitment. During 

the three days, the focus is on experiencing the presence and love of Jesus 

Christ while enjoying friendship with other participants through food, music, 

worship and lots of laughs.

Cursillo is a way of experiencing the Christian faith and helping one another 

grow along a spiritual journey. It embraces the Church’s insight and teaching 

and allows participants to develop their gifts of ministry.  
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A key element of Cursillo happens after a Cursillo weekend -  a period known 

as Fourth Day. Cursillistas gather to continue to expand their faith and share 

the love and grace of God in the joy of Christian fellowship. Over thirty St. 

Augustine members have attended Cursillo weekends, some as early as 1972. 

Many have also worked on the weekend retreat.

Christian Formation continues to be a strong element of our Church. As the 

Diocese says, “We help people of all ages to grow into spiritual maturity and to be 

fully equipped to live the Christian life.” Through the many efforts our Church 

makes to further our Christian formation, we become better Christians.

DIOCESAN PROGRAMS

Over the years, St. Augustine has undertaken several all-parish programs that 

had been designed by the Diocese to help us maintain an effective course for the 

ministry of our Parish in our community. Some of these had a two-year lifespan 

while others varied in length. All were intended to help our congregation grow 

and mature in its collective faith journeys. 

Education for Ministry (EfM): In the late 90s, Rich Wampler and Candace 

Rousselet both participated in Education for Ministry. The EfM program helps 

participants extend and develop their relationship with God through ministry 

and service. Here is Rich’s description, told with his own inimitable dry sense 

of humor: “EfM is a four-year program that has been described as ‘seminary lite.’ 

It involved a scholarly treatise of scriptures which were viewed as inspired, but not 

necessarily historically accurate. I came to think of the scriptures in the Bible as a 

reflection of mankind’s evolving understanding of God, always strongly influenced by 

the times, culture, etc.

“As an example, when I first learned that we were going to start with Genesis, I groaned 

because I had always thought of Genesis as a rather fanciful myth that had nothing to 

say about the reality of the ‘big bang’ and evolution. But I learned to appreciate that 

the stories were powerful statements about the shared experience of the mystery and 

wonder of creation and life.

“When I get the chance to preach, I often draw on my experience of EfM,” he remarked. 

Natural Church Development: Fr. Winger introduced our congregation 

to Natural Church Development (NCD) in 2006. It is a method by which 

congregations can gain a better understanding about themselves. It draws 
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out each church’s unique God-given identity and purpose. The method uses 

different “quality factors” as a guide.

Members served on multiple committees with overlapping responsibilities 

to determine what specific actions we could implement to develop more 

spiritual vitality. The committees came up with an amazingly diverse list of 

significant efforts we could make to improve our programs. We continue to 

work on these actions today.

missio:Engage!: The missio:Engage! team began meeting in 2012. It was a 

unique two-year revitalization program for churches eager to encourage 

more growth and ministry right outside their own doors. Its goal was to 

assist communities of faith to re-root their ministries where they are called 

to serve.  

Through a series of interactive high-tech webinars, missio:Engage! provided 

new models for leadership. A key element of the program was a 90-day 

“micro-strategy,” a technique that gathered data from the congregation and 

organized it in such a way that better decisions could be made.  

For St. Augustine, missio:Engage! offered 

ways to invite the Holy Spirit into  our midst 

so we could rediscover the “giftedness” of 

our congregation. It helped us explore the 

real needs of the community and find new 

life by bringing those gifts and those needs 

together in new and creative ways.

At St. Augustine, missio:Engage! facilitated 

the transition from MMCA’s multipurpose room to the First Church. It 

focused on expanding our community by welcoming and inviting people and 

by being available to listen to people’s faith stories.  

Members of the missio:Engage! team were Barbara Sawyer, Lana Gartin, 

Rhonda Wampler, Greer and Ralph Nave, Jack Dillon, Joan Howe, June 

Meredith and Steve Mershon. They met regularly for four hours each week 

to develop and reflect on strategies and actions that were very important in 

helping us make the move into the First Church.

Promoting missio:Engage!
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The Bible Challenge (2013)

Nearly 50 Bibles were blessed at the January 6, 2013 service in preparation for 
The Bible Challenge, which began the next day. “This is an exciting venture for the 
Body of Christ in Northern California,” Bishop Beisner said, in a special message. “I 
personally look forward to reading each day, 
knowing that a cloud of witnesses is reading 
the same scriptures along with me.” 

The Challenge was to read the entire 
Bible over the course of a year. Each day 
the website offered a daily reading from 
the Old Testament, the New Testament, 
a Psalm and a Proverb. If a person 
dedicated about 15 minutes each day 
to spend time in God’s Word, the task 
would be accomplished. The emphasis 
was to encourage the members to read the Bible daily. The Scripture lessons 
were taken from the English Standard Version (ESV).

College for Congregational Development: The College for Congregational 
Development is a two-year comprehensive program developed in the Diocese of 
Olympia in western Washington. It seeks to equip clergy and lay leaders with the 
knowledge, skills and practices needed to develop congregations into healthier 
and more faithful communities. The goal is to learn and use a wide variety of 
organizational development tools to analyze congregations and discover where 
opportunities are to create more devoted, wholesome and effective churches.

The program includes readings, homework and presentation, working in teams, 
the completion of a content exam and two back-home projects. Because the 
College seeks to improve the way leaders function, congregations are strongly 
encouraged to send clergy-lay teams. St. Augustine’s team members are Pastor 
Liz Armstrong, Tom Gartin, Chris Deering, Jim Quinney, Jack and Kathy Dillon, 
Steve and Sharon Mershon and Lana Gartin. 

In conclusion, as St. Augustine continues to grow, we recognize the need for new 
skills and tools to provide a healthy, faithful and sustainable congregation that 
will fulfill our call to be the Body of Christ. “We help people of all ages grow into 
spiritual maturity and to be fully equipped to live Christian lives,” declares the Diocese 
of Northern California. Our Parish constantly seeks out programs that will help 

us grow spiritually. 

Blessing of the Bibles
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Christian Formation 
Study Group, Women’s Retreat  at Camp Noel Porter 
Nursery at First Church 
Sunday School at  Anthony Court, Cincinnati Avenue, MMCA and First Church 
VBS at MMCA & First Church 
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Early Christmas Pageants at  

Anthony Court & MMCA 

FISH Youth Group at First 
Church 

CYA Youth Group at Anthony 
Court 

VBS at First Church 
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CHAPTER VII
Called to Fellowship ... Events

From the very beginning, social, community and liturgical events have 

been integral to the life of our Church. The different events originate from 

the Church seasons, fundraising or fellowship ideas. Today, many of the 

early events have become annual ones that have a full committee and extra 

volunteer help. You will notice common themes of fellowship and food 

throughout our activities. 

SOCIAL & COMMUNITY EVENTS

Summer Ice Cream Socials began in the earliest days with Fr. Peter Fritsch as 

a way to welcome and get to know newcomers in an informal setting. They 

remain a favorite, fun social gathering for newcomers and active members. 

A St. Augustine Feast Day Celebration was held in 1995, and a Young 

Families Network hosted family picnics and potluck dinners. While at 

Anthony Court, there was a Talent Show fundraiser in which Sarah Williams, 

age 6, signed “The Circle of Life.” Margie Daniel sang a solo of “Summertime,” 

and there was a weight lifting demonstration by the Tadlock family. Potlucks 

have become a tradition at St. Augustine. 

A Four-Church Picnic including Episcopal churches from Auburn, Grass 

Valley, Roseville and Rocklin took place at Johnson-Springview Park in 

Rocklin. The Church continued to hold family picnics at the Park until our 

move to Maria Montessori Charter Academy (MMCA), and Jack Dillon handled 

the barbeque duties.   
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After our move to MMCA, we hosted our first Fall 

Barbeque on site and invited the surrounding 

neighborhood. This has become an annual event, 

highlighted by Jack Dillon’s famous barrel chicken, 

Rob Shonk’s rockin’ band and awesome silent 

auction items. The children love the face painting, 

temporary air-brush tattoos and the water slide. 

This barbeque is a perfect welcome back from 

summer vacations.

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew hosts an 

early Summer Barbeque of hot dogs and 

hamburgers, to raise funds for the FISH 

Youth Group and outreach programs.

In the early years, the Gourmet Dinner Club 

attracted the fine chefs of St. Augustine. 

The Men’s Breakfast Club met on the last 

Saturday of each month. Newcomers Classes 

and Reunions were held, as was a Fall Open 

House. Today we have Foyer Groups, small groups that gather for a meal in 

homes or a restaurant three or four times a year. This is a perfect opportunity 

to get better acquainted and deepen relationships with other parishioners. 

Family Movie Nights are a fun, cozy time with adults and children, who 

sprawl out on the floor on blankets and pillows to enjoy movies such as 

Jungle Book and Toy Story along with popcorn and pizza or hot dogs, Pastor Liz 

Armstrong’s favorite! 

Annual Easter Egg Hunts started “way back 

when” and continue providing great fun for our 

children. 

St. Augustine participated in the 2000 Rocklin 

Jubilee with a float in the parade and a booth 

distributing water and balloons. We staffed a 

fireworks booth to raise funds one year, but never 

again! The weather was extremely hot, and people 

had to stay overnight to guard the inventory. 

Picnic at Johnson-Springview 
Park, Rocklin 

Jack Dillon and Rick Stenzel with 
the famous barrel chicken

Ty Robinson at the
Easter Egg Hunt
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In August 2014, we hosted one of the 130 booths at 

the 7th Annual City of Rocklin Woofstock attended 

by thousands of locals and their dogs. We had a 

great time connecting with the community at the 

Johnson-Springview Park. We had a photo booth 

in our tent, where folks could take pictures with 

their pooch and get a cool bottle of water as well 

as treats for their pets. Hard to believe we had a 

line about five deep throughout most of the day! 

It was a huge hit with great participation by the 

community. Printed invitations were handed out for our upcoming Blessing 

of the Animals service. 

The MOM Conference came out of a moms group, Where Moms Connect, led by 

Melissa Lovin. The conference offered moms a special day to celebrate being 

a mom and an opportunity to hear guest speakers on relevant topics. The 

event was open to the community. 

Our first Wine Pairing Dinner was held at the home of Jim and Stephanie 

Tilton in 2011, where we enjoyed their gracious hospitality. The Fall Festival 

in 2012 included beer and wine tasting, dinner, a silent auction and live 

entertainment. We auctioned off motorcycle rides, a real crowd favorite. 

Steve Mershon, Scott Drageset and Aaron Beckman donated rides through 

the foothills culminating with lunch at Awful Annie’s in Auburn. The lucky 

riders were Ralph and Greer Nave, Candace Rousselet, June Meredith, Sharon 

Mershon and Pastor Liz.

Jim Martinez and his jazz trio have frequently provided us with musical and 

social events since October 2011. The first event was held at the Blue Goose 

in Loomis and featured Laura Didier performing 

a Tribute to Doris Day - “Que Sera, Sera—Whatever 

Will Be, Will Be!” 

Jim is a classically-trained Steinway Pianos 

Artist, who has performed with notables such 

as Lionel Hampton, Stan Kenton, Joan Rivers 

and Bob Newhart. Jim creates jazz versions of 

traditional worship hymns commonly heard 

Stephanie Tilton and her dog, 
Spanky, at Woofstock

Jim Martinez in concert
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in churches. The Trio’s first Jazz Praise concert, He Keeps Me Swinging, was 

presented at our Church in April 2014. He and his trio have performed their 

holiday program, A Charlie Brown Christmas, a tribute to Vince Guaraldi, 

Charles Schulz and Peanuts twice at St. Augustine. 

The Church Rummage Sale at MMCA in 2012, was a huge event chaired by 

Catherine Beckman with the help of Melissa and Rick Lovin, Jim Quinney 

and many other volunteers. According to 

Catherine, “It was crazy! We asked people 

to drop off their lightly used items, and we 

sorted EVERYTHING to see what could be sold, 

donated or thrown away. The funniest item 

we got was someone’s Buick car manual that 

they thought they could sell. We were done 

after that one and only yard sale. We did, 

however, end up making money!”

Parishioner Jim Tilton and former member and Choir Director, Roberta 

Sullivan are members of the Winds of Faith, previously the William Jessup 

University Community Wind Ensemble. Under the direction of Van Crane, 

the group presented a concert in May 2017 at St. Augustine Church. The 

concert included a variety of familiar sacred and secular music built around 

the theme, “American Salute.” Winds of Faith is an ensemble that includes 

instrumentalists from communities throughout Placer and Sacramento 

Counties and presents concerts in churches, schools and community centers.  

An Epicurean Adventure Wine Pairing Dinner was held in November 2014. 

The formal tables were set with fine china, crystal and sterling silver, 

provided by members. Accompanying the catered dinner was a silent auction 

followed by a lively cake auction. 

The Ladies’ Spring Tea Party was Joan Howe’s inspiration in April 2016. She 

organized it, having each table hosted and decorated by individual women. 

They provided full table setting – linens, centerpieces, flatware and china.  

This “gentle fundraiser” was held to benefit Women’s Ministries, raising 

funds for future retreat costs, scholarships, speakers and other related 

activities. 

The Church Rummage Sale at MMCA
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Donna Reynolds, a talented professional jazz 

pianist and vocalist and former member, has 

graciously shared her talents through the years. 

She entertained parish members at a concert 

featuring Show Tunes when we were located at 

Cincinnati Avenue. She was escorted by a very 

handsome Jim Tilton.

At our Great Gatsby Gala 

in Spring 2017, Donna, former member and choir 

accompanist, once again entertained us with music 

from the Great Jazz Age. Toes were tapping as 

guests enjoyed the music, fine food and fellowship. 

Rich Wampler, not to be outdone by Jim, was 

dapper in his tux as he escorted Donna to the 

piano. Proceeds from the fundraising event went to 

outreach programs.  

Our first Fall Pie Feed and Fair Trade Event was in October 2016 at the 

Church. It was a time for fellowship and dessert and to pick up pie to go and 

do a bit of shopping. The Fair Trade movement seeks to increase the income 

of artisans in developing nations by marketing their products directly to 

consumers. Apple Hill pies were available for purchase by the slice or whole. 

“You were able to do your Christmas shopping early by purchasing the beautiful 

gift items on display or by ordering from the available Fair Trade catalogs,” said 

Peggy Doyle. The Fall Pie Feed and Fair Trade Event has become an annual 

fundraiser for outreach programs, coordinated by Rhonda Wampler. 

The Cinco de Mayo Celebration in May 2017 was a huge success with 

proceeds benefiting outreach programs. With a colorful Mexican theme, 100 

guests enjoyed the delicious dinner, silent auction and another lively cake 

auction. Guests were given passports to visit stations that displayed the work 

being done by The Gathering Inn, Kairos, Living Water International, Acres 

of Hope, Haiti Mission trips and St. Luc School in Haiti. Also discussed was 

the Bear Hugs Ministry designed by Sam Weston. There was a special tribute 

for Carole Peterson, who as early as our years at Cincinnati Avenue, began 

collecting clothing and food items for The Gathering Inn. Her work planted 

seeds that have grown into today’s outreach programs.  

Donna Reynolds and Jim Tilton

Donna Reynolds
and Rich Wampler



104

CHURCH & LITURGICAL EVENTS

St. Augustine has celebrated the Liturgies of baptism, weddings, funerals, 

memorials, confirmations, receptions and reaffirmations throughout the 

years. Those services were held at each 

of our various locations and at other 

churches who invited us to use their 

worship space. It was with great pride and 

pleasure that we began holding all special 

services in the sanctuary at our First 

Church beginning with Christmas 2013. 

The earliest records indicate one baptism 

at Loomis Elementary and five baptisms 

at Anthony Court. It is interesting to note 

that three of the first baptisms held at 

Anthony Court: Bret Howe, son of Joan 

and Bill Howe, grandson of Ginny and Don Dearing and the late Bill and 

Ginny Howe; Olivia Shank, daughter of Julie and Stacy Shank, granddaughter 

of Jack and Kathy Dillon, and Chris Alexander Deering represent families 

still very active at St. Augustine 23 years later. The Parish Register indicates 

67 members have been baptized into the kingdom of God and have been 

welcomed into the St. Augustine family 

since 1993. Our most recent baptisms 

were Easter Saturday, April 15, 2017. 

The first confirmations were performed 

by Bishop Jerry Lamb beginning in 

2001. Since that time 46 members have 

been confirmed, received or reaffirmed 

their faith at services presided over by 

Bishop Lamb or Bishop Barry Beisner.

Seven couples have been joined in 

marriage by Fr. Peter Fritsch or Fr. Nordon Winger. The first wedding, 

Pat Donoho and Dave Lowe, was held at Loomis Elementary on June 24, 

1994. Fr. Peter was the officiant. Other weddings have been held at various 

locations. We look forward to a wedding being held at our First Church. Two 

Pastor Liz baptizing Will Doyle

Confirmation at MMCA
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couples, Mary Kathryn Burdick and John 

Marum, Chris Alexander and Bob Deering, 

were joined in marriage by Fr. Winger 

and continue to be active members of St. 

Augustine Church.

According to church records, we have bid 

farewell to 27 members of our congregation 

– the very first in 1998. Since 2014, the 

remains of five members have been inurned 

in our new columbarium. We thank St. 

John’s Roseville for hosting our larger 

memorial and funeral services. (Appendix D)

Our Annual Meetings are conducted the last 

Sunday in January to report the State-of-the Church to the congregation. 

These events include a potluck lunch and reports on the business of the 

Church.

At the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Suppers, members enjoy the delicious 

pancakes and sausages prepared by the Brotherhood of St. Andrew. The 

FISH Youth Group helps with serving and clean up. Shrove Tuesday is the 

day before Lent begins. Tradition tells us that it was a time to clear your 

cupboards of fattening items. It is also the last day of “fat eating or gorging” 

before the fasting period of Lent. 

The Seder Supper is held prior to the Maundy Thursday service. It is a Jewish 

tradition that symbolizes the Last Supper held on the eve of Passover. 

Blessing of the Backpacks has become a fall back-to-school tradition. It is a 

blessed start to the children’s new school year.

The first Blessing of the Animals was held at Anthony Court. The annual 

tradition continues today in celebrating the Feast of St. Francis. We have seen 

critters large and small from fish to cats to dogs – even a cow and a horse. 

Commitment Sunday is an opportunity to bless our financial commitments 

for the coming year. This spiritual-growth-oriented process is designed 

to enrich our biblical understanding of Christian stewardship. Rather than 

focusing on the need of the Church to receive, the experience concentrates on 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Deering
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the need of the giver to give for his or her own spiritual development. And, of 

course, it includes another luncheon. 

The Service of Comfort is held in early December to provide a time to slow 

down and reflect on what it means to experience the birth of Jesus in our 

lives. The holiday season can bring sadness instead of joy if you have lost 

a loved one or are unable to celebrate Christmas traditions with family and 

friends. The Service of Comfort is meant to bring light into the darkness and 

the warmth of love where there may be the chill of loneliness. It is a time for 

contemplation as we prepare for Christmas. This service provides quiet space 

for centering and grounding in God’s love and God’s promises. 

PROPERTY EVENTS

Following the purchase of the land on 

Wildcat Boulevard in April 2004, we 

held our first Blessing of the Land. 

This was an opportunity to give thanks 

to God for what blessings might be in 

our future.

As the prospect of building on the Wildcat property became more real, we 

held a Sunday worship service in May 2006. This Blessing of the Property 

event brought us closer yet to our vision of building 

the First Church.

To Mark the Footprint of our First Church, a 

special service was held May 2012. Using string, 

the perimeter of the Church was defined, and 

the proposed location of the altar was marked by 

flowers. A cross, built by Rich Wampler, was planted 

at the approximate location of the final Cross Tower. 

He built the temporary cross out of one of the retired 

redwood pews. The wood from this cross was used to 

create the Celtic cross now hanging in the Sanctuary. 

Church members walked the footprint while Pastor Liz sanctified the land 

with Holy Water.

Blessing of the Land

Fr. Nordon Winger and his 
son, Chon, Blessing of the 

Property
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The Groundbreaking Ceremony for our 

permanent home was held on January 

19, 2013. “That’s why they call it Rocklin!” 

exclaimed Bishop Barry Beisner, as he 

wielded a gold spade and struggled to lift a 

shovel full of cobble, marking the site of the 

altar of St. Augustine Church’s first building.

Following the Groundbreaking Ceremony, 

the congregation returned to our temporary home 

at MMCA for the Celebration of a New Ministry and 

Installation of a Rector. Current and past wardens then 

presented The Rev. Liz Armstrong to the Bishop for 

Installation. With that ceremony, Pastor Liz became the 

first Rector of St. Augustine, celebrating our change from 

Mission to Parish.

The Open House at our First Church was in February 

2014, and extended a warm 

welcome to family, friends and neighbors. 

Guests enjoyed personal tours, pizza and 

cookies and a slide show illustrating our 

history. Table displays highlighted all of the 

ministries that serve St. Augustine Church. The 

Sunday School room was busy with children 

enjoying the craft activities. Background music 

was provided by our Music Director, Amy 

Quinney.

Members, friends, clergy and guests of St. Augustine Church gathered in 

God’s name February 28, 2014, for the Dedication and Consecration of our 

new Church building. Bishop Barry Beisner presided over this glorious event. 

During the service, he blessed the Church building as a place set apart for 

worship. He also consecrated the baptismal font, the pianos, the pulpit and 

the lectern. His final blessing was bestowed upon the communion table, built 

with loving hands by our own Rich Wampler in memory of Jim Sawyer, late 

husband of Barbara.

Marking the footprint
of the new building

Bishop Beisner at the 
groundbreaking

Celebration of a New Ministry 
and Installation of a Rector:

Pastor Liz
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Following the service, guests gathered in 

Canterbury Hall for a dessert reception. 

Present were former Vicars Fr. Peter 

Fritsch and Fr. Nordon Winger, Architect 

Kevin Wilcox and Project Superintendent 

Michael January. Special thanks went to 

St. Augustine members Jim and Stephanie 

Tilton of Tilton Pacific Construction, 

the general contractors for the building. 

Pastor Liz expressed her gratitude for the 

support of the Diocese and the congregation 

and friends of St. Augustine, all of whom 

contributed in some way to this project. Special thanks were given to 

congregant Steve Mershon who kept the dream alive and brought it to reality.

Bishop Beisner, assisted by Rick 
Lovin, prepares to knock on the door 
at the Dedication and Consecration 

of our new Church bulding
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Picnic at Johnson-Springview Park  -  Tim Southwick, Bill & Ginny Howe 
BBQ: Face-painting,  -  Carter Cooper 
Water slide  -  Nicholas Rush, Isabel White, Brian Fischer, Sarah White, Chelsea 
Bran, Ty Fischer 
Music  - Jim Tilton, Rob Shonk         Having fun  -  Jack Dillon & Larry Marquette 
Stop in the Name of Love ladies concert  - Sarah Quinney, Amy Quinney, Kathy    
Dillon, Greer Nave, Carol Vaughan, Donna Reynolds 
Rocklin Jubilee 2000 Booth 
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Formal Dinner Party Table Setting  
Great Gatsby Gala: Stephanie Tilton, Beth Sulc, 
Candace Rousselet, Rhonda Wampler, Kathryn 
Jordan, Peggy Doyle 
Aidan, Tristen, Nolan Eckberg, Kalie Geiger 
Chili Cook-off: John Redmond, Carlton Allen, 
Lana Gartin, Portia Hopkins 

50th Anniversary: John & Kathleen Quigley, Pastor Sarah 
Wedding: Mary Kathryn & John Marum.  
Baptisms: Pastor Liz, Gersson & Kelly Bran, Charlotte & Chelsea Bran, Caleb Diaz 
Received: Sharon Taylor, Bishop Beisner 
Confirmation: Rick Doyle, Alice Doyle, Peggy Doyle, Bishop Beisner 
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Blessing of the Animals 
Fr. Peter & a cow 
Ashley Booker and Parker Booker with Tilly  
Pastor Liz  -  Kathryn Jordan & her horse 
Camille Grabowski & Art Fluter with Sugar 
Carter & Collin Cooper with Bugsy 
Jane Buffington with Jinjer 

Blessing of the Backpacks  -  a back-to-school tradition 

 

A ‘congregation’ of animals gather on 
the property 
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CHAPTER VIII
Called to Worship ... Symbols of Faith

Our Church has been fortunate to count among our congregants several 

skilled artisans who have hand-crafted many of the exquisite furnishings and 

other symbols of faith that grace our Church. Others have been purchased 

in memory or in honor of beloved spouses or family. Many were acquired 

thanks to generous anonymous donations. The stained glass windows have 

their own special story.

Celtic Cross: Rich Wampler, one of our founding members, 

designed and created the Celtic Cross that hangs above 

the altar. The wood used for construction came from 

old-growth redwood pews, donated to St. Augustine by 

other congregations. The Celtic Cross is a reproduction of 

the one designed by the architect and used for the tower and 

the south wall of our Church.

Altar: Rich Wampler crafted the altar from 

an old-growth, black walnut tree. The 

Holy Trinity is symbolized by the three 

interlocking elliptical rings that form the 

base of the table. It is dedicated in memory 

of Jim Sawyer, late husband of Barbara.
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Altar Shelf: Jim Higbee designed our 

beautiful altar shelf. He built it of 

walnut to complement the altar. The 

altar shelf is used for floral displays.  

Lectern: The lectern was designed and built by Jim Higbee. 

It is used for reading the lessons and prayers of the people 

and holds the Gospel Book. It may also be used for preaching 

the word. This lectern is made of walnut to complement 

the design, color values and grain patterns of our altar. The 

lectern was donated in memory of Jo Kuenzi.   

 

Music Stand: The music stand was a gift to Pastor Liz 

Armstrong from musicians Rosie and Glen Sabado from Faith 

Episcopal Church in Cameron Park. They bought it for Pastor Liz 

because she was using a plain music stand in front of the altar 

for her preaching at that Church. Her friends wanted her to have 

something nicer. 

Sanctuary Lamp and Tabernacle: The original sanctuary 

lamp was built by  the late Earl Jordan when the Church 

was located at Anthony Court. It was given to his daughter, 

Kathryn, when a new sanctuary lamp was donated in 

memory of Richard Stewart, father of Stephanie Tilton.  

The sanctuary lamp is also called a chancel lamp, altar 

lamp, everlasting light or eternal flame and hangs above the 

tabernacle. Following ancient custom, consecrated bread 

and wine are reserved in the tabernacle for future use. The 

sanctuary lamp candle burns to announce the presence of 

the reserved sacrament. 
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Tabernacle: The tabernacle is a fixed, locked box in which the consecrated 

elements of the Eucharist are reserved for later distribution. Our tabernacle is 

dedicated in memory of Jim Sawyer, late husband of Barbara.

Credence Table: The credence table is a small side 

table in the sanctuary used in the celebration of the 

Eucharist. Another of Jim Higbee’s designs and one of 

his most complicated, the credence table is also made 

of solid walnut to complement the altar. 

Communion Vessels: The Communion 

vessels are the sacred vessels used in serving 

communion. The ciborium is a receptacle 

shaped like a shrine or a cup with an arched 

cover and is used to store the host (bread) 

of the sacrament of Holy Communion. 

The chalice is a cup used to serve wine at 

the Eucharist, and the paten is a plate used for holding the bread during 

Eucharist and sometimes covers the chalice. The lavabo is a device used for 

providing water for the ceremonial washing of the hands by the celebrant 

before Eucharist. 

Sanctus Bells: The Sanctus bells are used during 

communion to bring attention to particular 

moments in the liturgy. The bells may be rung 

during the Great Thanksgiving as follows: at the 

Sanctus, at the elevation of the elements and 

conclusion of the Eucharistic Prayer while the 

gifts are elevated for the Doxology and the Great 

Amen. The use of the Sanctus bells dates from 

the 12th century.
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Traveling Eucharist Box: This traveling eucharist 

box is one of two used to carry the elements of 

Eucharist to the sick or shut-in. It was built by the 

late Earl Jordan and given to St. Augustine Church 

by Leon Lewis in memory of Mary Lewis. 

Vestments: Vestments are worn by the celebrant 

at Eucharist and typically include a stole and 

chasuble. The vestments usually reflect the 

liturgical color of the day or season of the 

celebration. Purple or blue represent Advent, and 

purple is also worn during Lent. White is worn at 

Christmas and Easter, major Feast Days, weddings 

and funerals. Green is for the season of Epiphany 

and after the Day of Pentecost. Most of our 

vestments have been provided by anonymous donors. Beryl Besore donated a 

set of vestments to St. Augustine, as did Barbara Jean Harlowe. 

St. Augustine of Canterbury Banner: The St. Augustine of 

Canterbury banner displays the original Canterbury-style 

cross originally used by our Church and was made by Karen 

Hardage, a parishioner. It is carried at Diocesan Convention 

and other special functions.   

Grand Piano, Digital Piano, Choir Risers and 

Audio-Visual System: Thanks to many generous, 

anonymous individuals, the grand piano, digital 

piano, choir risers and audio-visual system have 

been donated.    



117

Prie Dieu: The prie dieu, a kneeling bench used by a person 

at prayer, was designed and crafted by the late Earl Jordan, 

father of Kathyrn Jordan. Our prie dieu, found in the 

sanctuary, includes a shelf for votive candles which may be 

lit as an act of devotion. 

Lap Labyrinth: The carved-wood lap labyrinth that hangs 

near our prie dieu was donated by parishioner Carole 

Peterson, who purchased it at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco, California. 

The lap labyrinth is meant to be placed in your lap 

and “walked” with your finger following the path as 

you contemplate, pray, meditate or talk with God. A 

labyrinth has no end but just one path which, after 

complex meandering, leads to the center, where a 

pause for meditation is taken before following the 

same path back and out. A labyrinth is designed with 

mathematical precision.

Columbarium: Using the gifts given in memory of Helen Costa as seed 

money, we installed a columbarium at the back of the Church near the prie 

dieu to provide niches for the 

cremains (cremated remains) of 

St. Augustine Church members 

and their immediate families. 

The niches are modular, and 

the design plan provides for 

additional niches in the future. 

The finely crafted, solid-maple 

frame around the columbarium 

was designed and built by Jim 

Higbee, a member of Faith Episcopal Church in Cameron Park and friend of 

Pastor Liz Armstrong. 
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Baptismal Font and Bowl: The stunning, blown-

glass baptismal font bowl was designed and 

created by Chris Stenzel, a parishioner who 

currently lives in Washington. He is the son of 

Rick and Janice Stenzel and brother of Theresa 

Allen. The wooden baptismal font was given 

by Helen Costa, a long-time member of St. 

Augustine, in memory of her late husband Angie Costa. Chris and Helen 

worked together on the bowl design before her passing. Each color has a 

spiritual meaning as described on the framed list next to the bowl.

Chris presented the baptismal font bowl to the Church at the Christmas Eve 

service in 2013. Unfortunately, Helen was too ill to attend that evening, but 

she did see the bowl at a later private service before her passing in February 

2014. The baptismal font bowl is dedicated to Helen. 

Hymn Board: The late Earl Jordan also built and 

donated the hymn board that hangs at the back of the 

Church. Normally, the hymn board lists the music 

selections for the service. Our hymn board displays 

the attendance count for communion. The day in the 

liturgical year is also noted on the hymn board.  

Icons: An icon is a painting of Jesus Christ or another 

holy figure, typically in a traditional style on wood, 

venerated and used as an aid to devotion. We are 

blessed to have two icons, one of Jesus which sits 

above our prie dieu. The second is of our Church’s 

namesake, St. Augustine of Canterbury, and was 

donated by the Briggs family, early parishioners. It 

resides in the niche at the entrance to Canterbury 

Hall. 
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Stone: The stone is from the undercroft 

beneath the altar at Canterbury Cathedral, 

England and is on display in the niche at the 

entrance to Canterbury Hall. It was originally 

intended to be permanently placed within the 

walls or floor of our First Church. 

Fr. Peter Fritsch had written to Archbishop 

George Carey asking for a small stone from 

the Cathedral. Fr. Peter explained that we 

were “on a mission from God” to grow a church for young people who would 

normally never go near a church. In a response letter from the Cathedral 

staff, Fr. Peter was told that they could not send an original stone but could 

send a new stone which was part of a remodeling project. 

In a ceremony on June 4, 1996, at Canterbury, England, it was presented 

to Susan and John Gardner, early members of our Church, by the Very Rev. 

John A. Simpson, Dean of Canterbury Cathedral. The stone was blessed by the 

Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev. and Rt. Hon. George Carey.

It is a symbol of our solidarity with the greater worldwide Anglican 

Communion. 
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Seven Stained Glass Windows: St. Augustine Church was the beneficiary of 

seven beautiful stained glass windows that came from Holy Family Episcopal 

Church in Rohnert Park, California, when that Church was closed. The seven 

windows were created by stained glass artist Jeannette Carson of Ukiah, 

California. Each window represents one of the seven days of creation.   
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Processional cross donated in 
memory of the late George  
Besore by his wife, Beryl 
 
Traveling communion box    
designed and built by Earl  
Jordan 
 
Blown glass font bowl            
designed and created by Chris 
Stenzel  

Rings that support the altar    
table and represent the Trinity, 
designed and built by Rich 
Wampler 

Altar table designed and built by Rich Wampler 
in memory of the late Jim Sawyer  

Dedicated by Bishop Barry Beisner 
James Sawyer, Barbara Sawyer, Rich Wampler, 

Jeannine Sawyer Brown 
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CHAPTER IX
Called to Govern:

Administration, Finance & Membership

ADMINISTRATION

St. Augustine Church is blessed to have had wonderful clergy, staff and 

volunteers to manage the business of the Church. Our clergy have served 

St. Augustine faithfully and have been the source of spiritual guidance 

and direction towards the realization of the dream of a permanent church 

building. 

In the beginning, Fr. Peter Fritsch had the dream. Fr. Nordon Winger served 

for ten years and brought the Church to a position of financial stability and 

readiness to begin the process of building a church. Pastor Liz Armstrong 

arrived with the skill-set to guide us through the building process, including 

acquiring loans and grants. Pastor Maryellen Garnier joined the clergy staff 

in 2014 as a non-stipendiary Associate Priest. Her gifts are liturgical planning 

and pastoral care. These clergy have been instrumental in carrying out God’s 

purpose for our congregation. 

After becoming a Mission in 1998, the staff consisted of a Vicar and volunteer 

office personnel. As the Church grew, the structure became more formalized, 

adding a part-time paid Music Director and Children’s Ministry Coordinator, 

but still operated with volunteer office staff, including a Treasurer. 

Today, having grown to 250 members, the Church can support a number of 

part-time paid staff: Sharon Mershon, Parish Administrator; Tom Gartin, 

Adult Formation and Communication; Amy Quinney, Music Director; 

Melissa Lovin, Children’s Ministry Coordinator, and Shelby Larkey, Nursery 
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Attendant. Our dedicated parishioners continue to volunteer their services in 

a variety of ministries that keep our Church functioning. Ministry leaders, 

Vestry members and other key committee chairs gather quarterly to assure 

the coordination of all activities that support the Church.

Vestry members are the legal representatives and agents of the Parish 

charged with specific responsibilities by the Canons of the Episcopal Church.  

They share leadership duties with the Rector. As the legal representatives 

and agents, the Vestry functions much like the board of any nonprofit, 

with responsibility for finances and management of property and human 

resources. Many aspects of the Vestry’s role are defined by entities beyond 

the congregation -  local, state and federal laws, and Diocesan and Episcopal 

Church Canons, as well as by our Church’s constitution and bylaws.  

The Senior Warden represents the congregation on the Vestry, is the official 

link between the congregation and the Rector and is appointed by the 

Rector. The Junior Warden is elected by the Vestry and is responsible for the 

maintenance of the buildings and grounds. All Vestry members are elected by 

parishioners for staggered three-year terms.

Throughout the history of St. Augustine, Senior Wardens have played a 

crucial role in supporting the Vicar or Rector in important planning and 

governance issues of our Church. Their role was especially important during 

the location changes throughout our history and the building of our First 

Church. 

Many of the past Senior Wardens are still active in the Church today. They 

include: Ken Cichocki, Rich Wampler, Dave Thomas, Jack Dillon, Steve 

Mershon, Joan Cavanagh, Kathy Dillon and Chris Deering. 

Our Parish Administrator, Sharon Mershon, deserves accolades for her 

amazing ability to organize and manage the administrative tasks of the 

Church. Her patience and quiet demeanor create a calm atmosphere. Sharon 

was instrumental in organizing the move from Cincinnati Avenue to Maria 

Montessori Charter Academy (MMCA).  
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FINANCE AND MEMBERSHIP

From the beginning of our Church history, fiduciary responsibility has been 

a high priority. Over the years, the management of our financial needs has 

been under the direction of the Vicar/Rector, Treasurer, Finance and Budget 

Committees. One of the first recorded treasurers was Carolyn Kuczynski who 

served in 1996. When Joan Cavanagh was Treasurer at Granite Drive in 2000, 

she remembers the challenge working with Fr. Winger to create a balanced 

budget. Janice Stenzel served as Treasurer for six years, and Sharon Mershon 

took over the job in 2007. John Quigley served as Finance Chair for five years. 

Bob Deering is our current Treasurer and also heads the Budget Committee. 

Ralph Nave served as Pledge Clerk for many years. Kathy Dillon took over 

that task in 2015. Fred Buhler heads the Long-Range Planning Committee. 

Our Vestry is committed to practicing good stewardship to ensure financial 

stability. The Stewardship Committee is responsible for informing the 

Parish about the Church’s financial needs and implementing the annual 

Stewardship campaign to support the operating budget. Jack Dillon has led 

the Stewardship Committee for 16 years. Ralph Nave was his co-chair for 

nine years. The Rector and Vestry work with the Stewardship Committee 

to create an understanding of what it takes financially to keep the Church 

building, staff and programs running. Financial giving is a part of our 

spiritual lives.  

St. Augustine membership and financial status have fluctuated throughout 

its 25-year history. The numbers in the tables below are average statistics at 

each Church location and reflect highs and lows of the history of 

St. Augustine. 
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St. Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal Church 

 Average Statistics 1992  -  2016 

Source: Annual Diocesan Parochial Reports, Register of Church Services and Church Financial Reports 

(No financial records were available for the Loomis Elementary location.) 
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The Church met at Loomis Elementary School gymnasium for one year. 

While at the Loomis location, membership grew to 35. During the six years at 

Anthony Court, membership grew to an average of 240 and Average Sunday 

Attendance (ASA) was 96. The average pledge income was $85,832. The 

Church required additional funds beyond their member support to grow and 

thrive. In 1994, financial support from the Diocese was $44,300. Diocesan 

financial support continued at a reduced rate each year through 1997. 

When the Unorganized Mission achieved Mission status, in November 

1998, the Church was then required to pay its apportionment, the financial 

allocation to support the Diocese. Finally, in 1998 - 1999, the Church met its 

financial obligations with no support from the Diocese. 

At the Granite Drive location, the Church again found itself in difficult 

circumstances. The financial situation was critical. We had experienced 

the departure of two Vicars, Fr. Peter Fritsch and Fr. Jim Bingham, within 

a period of 13 months, 1999 – 2000, resulting in loss of both morale and a 

number of long-time members. 

Fr. Winger was called to lead St. Augustine in March of 2000. Over the next 

five years at Granite Drive, Fr. Winger worked closely with the Diocese to 

move the Church to financial stability. Membership increased as did member 

pledges. Average membership at Granite Drive stabilized at 175 after an 

earlier drop and the ASA was 84. The average pledge income was $120,936. 

In 2000, the Diocese again provided financial support to St. Augustine 

Church. This continued through 2006. Without this support, it is unlikely our 

Church would have survived. 

The Granite Drive location rent was $18,000 more per year than Anthony 

Court. With no additional income or increase in membership, the 

Church’s annual expenses had increased by $37,000, including $19,000 in 

apportionment to the Diocese. 

Once again, it became clear that the expense of this location and the lack of 

space were hindering Church growth. Thanks to the hard work of Fr. Winger, 

Mike Lloyd and Stephanie Tilton, a new home was found on Cincinnati 

Avenue in west Rocklin. This new location was over 8,000 square feet with 

multiple rooms for worship, social and administrative activities. The larger 

space generated great enthusiasm for potential growth. 
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Unfortunately, our expectations for growth were not met. Church finances 

continued to be a challenge. Costs continued to rise, and the budget 

experienced a shortfall. Members from that time remember Stewardship 

Chair, Jack Dillon asking the congregation to pay one extra pledge payment 

to help meet our financial obligations. It was a successful campaign, and once 

again the congregation came together to right the ship. During our five years 

at Cincinnati Avenue, the average membership was 166, and the ASA was 80. 

The average pledge income was $179,613. 

After the move to the MMCA location, operating expenses were significantly 

reduced. However, we continued to experience a decline in membership and 

pledge income. Over a four-year period, the average membership declined to 

134, ASA to 81, and the average pledge income dropped to $166,287. 

After ten years as Vicar at St. Augustine, Fr. Winger accepted a call to Good 

Shepherd of the Hills in Cave Creek, Arizona. Pastor Dori Torrey became our 

interim Vicar serving from January – October 2011. Pastor Liz accepted the 

call to become Vicar of St Augustine in November 2011. 

Culminating six years of prayerful planning, designing and organizing, 

Pastor Liz worked with the Build the Church Committee (BTC) to complete 

the requirements to become a Parish and put together the financing 

package. With the help of loans, grants and a successful Capital Campaign, 

construction began in July 2013 and was completed in December 2013, ahead 

of schedule. Our first official service was held December 22, 2013.

Our move to the First Church was very exciting. We were finally in our own 

home. The dream that had been kept alive for nearly 21 years had been 

achieved. It was thrilling to welcome new members to our First Church. 

In the three years at our First Church location, the average membership 

increased to 228 and ASA to 134. Sunday School attendance grew to an 

average of 38, and the average pledge income increased to $230,832. With the 

help of a Diocesan grant, the 2017 operating budget is balanced, with total 

income and total operating expense of $382,800. 

As we near the end of 2017, our Church finances are stable. The dedicated 

members of St. Augustine Church have shown a commitment to building and 

maintaining A Safe Place for People Seeking God. 
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Four former Senior Wardens with  

Fr. Winger 

Steve Mershon 

Dave Thomas 

Rich Wampler 

Jack Dillon 

 

Among those who have helped in the office... 

Pat Lowe & Shirley Fredrickson 

Rhonda Wampler, Helen Costa & Chris Deering 

Greer & Ralph Nave 

Parish Administrator -  Sharon Mershon 
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CHAPTER X
Building a Tradition ... Continuing the Legacy

It began with a dream. The dream became a reality. The vision to build a 

permanent church home grew with strong lay and clergy leadership. We 

embarked on a project to build a sacred space, a legacy for generations to 

come. We celebrated our first official service in this beautiful space we now 

call home on the 4th Sunday of Advent, December 22, 2013.

Over the past 25 years, St. Augustine members have met the challenges of six 

location moves, financial and membership ups and downs, and the building 

of our First Church. The congregation has changed over the years, but we 

have remained steadfast in our mission to be A Safe Place for People Seeking 

God. 

The initial core group who first met in Fr. Peter Fritsch’s living room in 

1992, planted the seeds that were to become St. Augustine Church. Rich and 

Rhonda Wampler were part of that first group. They continue to be valued 

members of our congregation today. Another member from the living room 

group, Pat Donoho Lowe, was also an active leader of St. Augustine until her 

move to Missouri. Helen Costa and Shirley Fredrickson were part of the living 

room group and remained loyal members of St. Augustine until their deaths. 

Those who joined the Church after its move to Anthony Court in 1993 remain 

active members of St. Augustine to this day. Among those are Ken and Vicki 

Cichocki, Joan Howe, Chris Alexander Deering, Beryl Besore, Kathryn Jordan, 

Mike and Debbie Lloyd and Jim and Stephanie Tilton. They were dedicated 

to the future of St. Augustine. Their collective memories have been the 
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inspiration for the early history of St. Augustine. The late Earl and Mary 

Lou Jordan also joined the Church at Anthony Court and were very active 

members until their deaths.

Other groups have come to St. Augustine at the Granite Drive, Cincinnati 

Avenue and MMCA locations over the years and have become a permanent 

part of our family. They have also shown the commitment and dedication 

to the future of St. Augustine. Since our move to the First Church, there has 

been a steady increase of new members, and we have grown to over 250. The 

current group of parishioners will carry the vision of St. Augustine into the 

future. 

We are a vibrant community of people of all ages. The interaction of these age 

groups adds to the richness of our culture. Our current membership spans 

from our youngest at six months old to our most senior at 91 years young. 

The sounds of babies and toddlers and the energy of the youth and young 

people remind us that the future of our Church resides with this group.

Fourteen families in our current congregation represent multiple generations 

from grandparents to parents, children, grandchildren, cousins, aunts and 

uncles. This speaks to the long-time connections of our family members. 

It is not uncommon to see young acolytes serving while their parents and 

grandparents are in the congregation. We value these strong family ties from 

the past to the future.

St. Augustine is centrally located in the City of Rocklin, a community of 

over 65,000 people that is growing with new housing and families. We also 

draw from those who live in Lincoln, Roseville, Loomis and other areas of 

Placer County as well as the greater Sacramento region. St. Augustine is in a 

thriving area and committed to sharing the love of God with all people. 

The culture of St. Augustine is anchored in being open to trying new ideas 

and programs as our Church community and the community around us 

continue to change. We are committed to who we are becoming and to the 

changes that keep us vibrant and strong. The Holy Spirit will continue to lead 

us!

As we look to the future, being good stewards and managing our finances in 

a sustainable way remain a high priority. While the complete site plan for 
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the future includes a separate worship space and an educational building, 

the drive to build new buildings is secondary. Our primary goal is to ensure 

financial stability, to offer great music and worship, to fund programs 

for Christian formation for all ages and to continue and add to our many 

outreach projects.

The commitment to being God’s love in the world has kept this Church on 

course through the tough times and the good times. Coming together to 

worship in the Episcopal tradition and reaching out to serve our neighbors 

near and far are the things that have shaped this community of faith over the 

years. We are followers of Jesus. Our devotion to God, our love of God and our 

service to our neighbors…these represent the legacy of St. Augustine. 
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Families Representing Multiple Generations    
Across the Years 

Howe/Dearing Families 
  Wampler/Johnson Families 
  Lovin/Rush Families 
  Dillon/Shank Families 
  Quigley/Geiger Families 
  Stenzel/Allen Families 

 

Our most senior member 
and our youngest... 

Cole Hackley 

Kaden Lehnig 
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APPENDIX A
Original Site Plan
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APPENDIX B
Final Site Plan 2012
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APPENDIX C
Original Floor Plan
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APPENDIX D
In Loving Memory

Charles ‘Chick’ Alexander

George Besore Jr. 

Dorothy Branch

Eugene Combs

Angelo Costa Jr. 

Helen Costa

Sandy Johnston Derby

Richard Doyle

Bill Erickson

Virginia ‘Ginny’ Howe

William ‘Bill’ Howe II

Darrell ‘Bob’ Jensen

Dorothy Johnston

Russell Johnston

Susan Johnston Jolly

Earl Jordan

Based on Register of Church Services and Early Records

Mary Louise Jordan

Josephine ‘Jo’ Kuenzi

Lowell Lawson

David Lowe

Jessie McKeag

David Meredith

Kathryn Mershon

Elsa Redmond

Jane Rider

James ‘Jim’ Sawyer

Don Schetter

Sharon Schetter

Richard Stewart

Miriam White

John Zulauf

Sue Zulauf
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APPENDIX E
The ties that bind ...

Special thanks are given to the members of the Sun City West, Arizona, 

Advent History and Preservation Ministry. The group wrote their Church’s 

35-year history in 2016. Members of the Advent Committee were a great help 

to me in organizing and writing the 25-Year History Book for St. Augustine 

Church. My husband, John, and I spend a few months in Arizona each year 

and worship at Advent Church.

The Advent Ministry Group shared their organizational and technical tips 

during the writing of St. Augustine’s book. I am grateful to Connie Forrest, 

Dottie Eubanks, Susan Girard and Nancy Bell, who were very generous in 

sharing their work and ideas. 

The ties that bind…the history projects of the two churches are not only 

bound together by this collaboration but also by one of Advent’s founding 

members, Jo Sonagere. Jo’s daughter, Karen Hardage, and her husband, 

Wayne, are members of St. Augustine Episcopal Church. Jo attended 

St. Augustine when she visited Karen and Wayne and when she moved to 

Rocklin in her final years.

Kathleen Quigley, Editor
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Candid Photos 
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St. Augustine of Canterbury Episcopal Church

A Safe Place for People Seeking God
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Rocklin, CA 95765
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