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Have you had a chance to take some time and enjoy this beautiful fall weather? In the last few
weeks I’ve put on about 2,000 miles driving from meetings and various events, so I’ve had the
chance to experience the beautiful fall colors. Along with the beauty of fall, we get to enjoy the
sweatshirt weather, the crisp evenings complete with a bonfire and the ever enjoyable high school
football games under the Friday night lights.
During this period of October we are really able to enjoy the beauty around us, we are excited to
spend time outside, but nearing the end of the month, when all the trees have lost their leaves, it
can get a bit gloomy for us. The day light hours are getting shorter, and the weather gets colder.
Nobody likes to get up to go to work in the dark and then go home back in the dark again. It’s easy
to get a little melancholy about that. But while we easily see God’s beauty during this period of time
and we definitely see it in the spring in summer, it’s a little more difficult to see that at the end of
this month. In the gloominess of the bare trees and the soon to be dormant lawns sometimes it can
be difficult to find God’s beauty. But I promise you it’s there.
When I get to that period of time, I usually feel a bit down, but I find words of comfort from Ecclesiastes 3, “For everything there is a season and a purpose under heaven.” We are reminded that
this season serves a purpose, soon the beautiful (and often dreaded) white snow will cover the
ground and we will enter a new season, God is continually at work with our seasonal changes. So how
can we find the beauty during these rather gloomy moments of October? Well, spend sometime indoors with a good book or a tv show that you really enjoy, if you have a fireplace- enjoy that and
cozy up in front of the fire, take some time to dive into a bible study and explore what God’s love
means for you. Enjoy some good food and some good friends and with all of these things, I think it
will be easy to see what God is up to in your life. May we all continue to be a blessing for each other.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Jake

these items there will be a tote inside the
door to place them in throughout October.
Jim and I will be happy to deliver them to
Anna Marie’s early in November. If you
prefer to help out financially write Anna
Marie’s in the memo line of your check and
we’ll deliver a check from the church when
we deliver donations. Thank you.
SCUMC will be supporting Anna Marie’s
Alliance, a shelter for battered women
and their children, in St. Cloud, as part of
acknowledging Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
At Anna Marie’s the staff has
worked in less than ideal conditions through
a major remodel and hopefully a once in a
lifetime pandemic to provided services to
women and children that had nowhere else
to go.
I, for one, am thankful for the people at Anna Marie’s who offer caring and
programs to those in domestic abuse situations. The generosity of individuals, businesses and organizations who help Anna
Marie’s Shelter and Jill Eickhoff Transitional House by donating items to the women, children, and pets is greatly appreciated!
Anna Marie’s has issued a list of
most needed items that includes:

Baby socks
Body wash
Chapstick
Contact solution (large and travelsize) and cases
Digital thermometers
Disinfecting wipes
Disposable hand towels
Hair brushes
Hair care products (all hair types)
Hand towels
Hand soap and refills
Lysol/similar products
Body wash
Razors
Feminine hygiene items

*All items must be new.
If would like to help out by donating any of



Josh Fischer
Hayley Klockenga
Elayna Kamphenkel
Briana Kamphenkel
Laurie Holman

Oct 17
Oct. 21
Oct. 22
Oct. 24
Oct. 31

Keith & Gretchen Sorenson

Oct. 10

New
Addresses:

Merlyn VanWay
7404 East 49th Terrace
Kansas City, MO 64129
Rich & Cindy LeBrun
410 Oak St. Circle #106
Sauk Centre, MN 56378

Pastor Jake’s friend and a seminarian, Ariel
Johnson, will be joining us to give the message
on Sunday October 17th.
Also, Dan Ziegler, Director of Koronis Ministries, will be here to share some about the
Amish and Mennonite way of life with us on
Wed., Oct. 27th. Watch for more details on
this.

October is Pastor
Appreciation Month
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