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November Committee
Meetings
November meetings are
cancelled until further notice.

(Yea! Editorial comment! ………….)
Pastor Kathy offers her deepest thanks to everyone who showered her with cards of
appreciation, shared videos during worship on October 26th, and shared their appreciation in
other ways so thoughtfully for Pastor Appreciation month. Special thanks to Phil Loomis for
the beautiful flowers on the altar. I am so grateful for the messages of love, encouragement,
and appreciation.....thank you so much! I feel so blessed to be your pastor, and look forward
to our continued ministry together.
I thank God for each one of you!

All Saint’s Sunday, November 1st
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Mewsings from Pastor Kathy
Scott Peck, a psychiatrist and writer, begins his book The Road Less
Mewsings from Traveled with the words, “Life is hard”. Yes, it is. Six months ago,
Pastor Kathy
with the onset of the Corona virus, our church leaders made the
decision to discontinue in-person worship and activities at the church.
And that has been so hard – spiritually, emotionally, and mentally. We
miss the fellowship and connection and nurture of being with each
other in worship and in church activities. We feel isolated, lonely, and lost. Our hearts and
spirits are heavy as the Corona virus continues to impact us as a faith community.

We had hoped to return to worship on July 12 – and then we received word that a neighboring church three blocks from Faith UMC had 19 cases of the Covid-19 virus diagnosed within
their church family. So the leaders of Faith and Bethel UMC decided it was not safe to return
to in-person activities. And as cases and deaths in the North East District of the Wisconsin
Conference continue to rise weekly, our church leaders believe it is in the best interest of our
church families to continue being careful and cautious, by worshipping on-line, or meeting
outdoors, and limiting any in-person meetings at the church to 10 people or less, with social
distancing and the wearing of masks. What makes this especially frustrating is that we have
no idea when we can look forward to meeting in person again.
What Bible stories come to mind as you reflect on our circumstances? I am reminded of the
experience of the Hebrew people in the book of Exodus, when Moses led them from enslavement in Egypt to the promised land – a 40 year journey. The Hebrew people were often
afraid and overwhelmed and in despair. Moses continued to remind them that God’s
presence was continually with them, caring for them. Life was hard. And….God was, and
continues to be, faithful to God’s people.
Each of us deal with our feelings of grief and hurt in different ways about the effects of the
Corona virus on our ability to worship and fellowship. My prayer is that we can offer grace
and understanding to each other, that we can be patient, compassionate, loving, and
forgiving with each other in this wilderness experience we are currently dealing with, not
knowing when it will end.
Please know that I am here for you. If you would like to talk, need support, want to pray
together, want to join us for worship on Sunday morning (we will continue to limit our
gathering to 10 people or less), please call me or the church office and we will get together.
Please keep me in your prayers, as I keep you in mine.
In Christ,
Pastor Kathy
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Hee-Soo Jung, PhD
October 28, 2020
To all my sacred siblings in Christ in our Wisconsin Conference,
I look with deep sadness and dismay at the rising numbers of COVID-19 cases
across our wonderful state and wonder when this will come to an end. As the
winter months arrive, the flu season approaches, and the pandemic continues to
flourish and spread, I increase and intensify my prayers for health and wellness,
safety and vitality for all people. To that end, I continue to strongly recommend
that our churches do not engage in in-person worship during these difficult days
Across our Conference, we are receiving daily reports of pastors and parishioners who have contracted
COVID-19 and are suffering through the disease. This impacts individuals, families, communities, and
congregations, and the more we are together, the longer this terrible virus will continue to spread. I
know, and I share the grief, of how hard it is not to be able to be together to worship and praise God. I
am continually amazed and inspired by the creativity of our pastors, worship leaders, and teachers to
provide online alternatives. Safety, health, and protecting life must be our top priorities as disciples of
Jesus Christ. Setting aside our personal wants and desires to return to church is the responsibility of
every Christian – the health and well-being of others is the most important thing.
There will come a day in our future when we can return to our regular engagements and
encounters. On that day, we will rejoice. On that day, we will sing, and we will celebrate. On that day,
we will give God thanks and praise that we have emerged from the wilderness into the Promised Land.
That day is coming, but that day is not yet here.
We have not mandated that churches cannot meet following the most stringent protocols of masking,
social distancing, numbers in attendance, and sanitizing guideline, but this is the closest I can come. I
am asking all Wisconsin United Methodists to NOT gather in-person until our state health officials tell
us it is safe to do so. We are suffering, and many lives are permanently damaged or lost. It is our duty
and our privilege to care for one another and not spread this terrible virus.
Please know that you are all in the prayers of your Bishop and cabinet. We care very deeply, and we
will continue to do all in our power to thrive through this pandemic and get our churches open and
fully functioning again.
Thanks be to God!
In Christ’s Love,
Hee-Soo Jung, PhD
Bishop

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS at Faith UMC are Monday through Thursday, from 9 am – 1 pm. Due
to the recent outbreak of COVID-19 cases in Sheboygan Falls, we are taking extra precautions
in the church building itself. Face masks are being required upon entrance and we are asking
all guests to please ring the doorbell and be greeted by the staff. Please call the church office
(920.467.6244) or Pastor Kathy (920.980.8376) if you have any special needs, concerns, or
questions.

3

Faith UMC Fall Missions
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Sunday School-Cookie Walk Challenge
Our Cookie Walk is an important fundraiser for missions each
year. Because we cannot have it this year, Barb TenPas has issued a
“Cookie Walk Challenge” to our members.
She will match all donations, up to $600, made to this year’s Cookie
Walk. So consider donating what you would normally spend on ingredients, or more, and
mark your donation “Cookie Walk Challenge.”
THANK YOU, BARB!

Hey Sunday School Families!
A shout out to all of you who finished your Quilt Pieces and returned them by
October 25th. They look super great!!! Thanks to the kiddos and parents for making this
happen. ;) I will be soon putting them all together to make our "Togetherness Quilt”.
Coming up in November will be a Sunday School Unit via Zoom on "Exploring Gods’ Word
with S.T.E.M." We will be participating in some fun experiments to share God’s Truth.
Each experiment will have a tie in to a Bible Verse. There will be a scientific truth presented
and a spiritual truth!
On Sunday November 1 at 9:30am we will be introduced to the new unit and begin to make
preparations for the upcoming weeks of experiments.
Here is a tentative schedule for the November Unit:
November 1 - plan for the unit's experiments & look ahead to what materials may be
needed
November 8 - Sue will do experiment for kids to observe “Balloon Skewer” experiment
November 15 - All kids will do "Oil & Water, Worry & Trust” experiment
November 22 - All kids will do “Discover Your Colors” experiment
November 29 -1st Sunday of Advent
In God’s Love,

Sue
P.S. Watch

for the Zoom Link to be sent to you!

BELL RINGERS WANTED: If you are interested in sharing your music talents by being part of our fun,
Christ-loving group of chime ringers for the fall season, please contact Chris Raisbeck.
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Food Pantry Challenge Results
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Toys for Tots Continues!!

I have news from the Salvation Army regarding the 2020 Toys for
Tots campaign. They have more families signed up to receive toys
this year than ever before. The need is great in Sheboygan County,
and Faith UMC has supported this mission for several years.
Due to the coronavirus, there will not be a Christmas parade this
year. However, the Salvation Army is looking for as many businesses and non-profits as possible to be "drop off points" where people can bring toys. Our church was contacted by the Salvation Army a few weeks ago to see if we would be a "drop off point" this year. Members of
the Ad Board had an "email" exchange and agreed that this is something that we can support
for 2020.
I spoke with the representative from Salvation Army and they will be delivering collection
boxes to the church on November 2nd-3rd. THE DEADLINE FOR DROPPING OFF TOYS IS
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8TH. You can bring new, unwrapped toys for children ages 0-17 to
church during office hours (Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.). Just ring the doorbell. Julie
will let you in. The collection box will be in the back hallway, right inside the door.
Each child will receive two toys (3 books count as one toy). Please, do not bring used toys,
toys that look like realistic weapons, toys with candy or food, or toys with chemicals (i.e., experimental labs, acid, crystal projects).
Thank you all so much for your past support of our Toys for Tots outreach mission. Please
spread the word to family and friends, encouraging them to bring toys to church, or to you
and then bring them by. Let's see if we can fill those collection boxes and give some very
deserving kids a Merry Christmas!
Love and peace,
Caren

FACE MASKS: Pastor Kathy is sewing face masks. If you need one, please contact the church office or
Pastor Kathy directly.
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Anniversaries/Birthdays
October Newsletter/Bulletin Sponsors
Thanks to Colleen and Art Wienke for sponsoring our October Newsletter and Bulletin in honor of
their 56th Wedding Anniversary on October 17th.
Happy Anniversary!!

November Newsletter/Bulletin Sponsors
Thank you to Mark and Bonnie Lau, for sponsoring the November Bulletins in celebration of their 28th
wedding anniversary this month.
Thank you to Carl, Barb, and Caleb TenPas for sponsoring the November Newsletter in celebration of
Caleb’s 25th birthday on November 5th and Carl and Barb’s 34th wedding anniversary on November
29th.
Thank you and God’s blessings to you all.
Happy 40th Anniversary to Rick and Karen McCoy on November 15th!
Many blessings to you on your special day.

Newsletter Deadline -

Submissions for the December Newsletter are due on Thursday,

November 19th. Please send your items to Kathy Petersen at loonpnewsletter1@outlook.com

November Birthdays
1 - Scott Weisz
5 - Caleb TenPas & Haley McCoy
10 - Dave Debbink
11 - Cierra Cruz

October Birthdays
13 – Judy Arpke
15 – Wendee Hauch
16 – Dan Sukowaty
21 – Kate Adam
24 – Charlotte Peterson
30 - Evelyn McCoy

12 - Mary Ann Debbink
19 - Lukas Kral, Donovan Ahrens,
& Cassidy Mertzig

22 - Faye Flom & Jacob Sukowaty
25 - George Schultz
& Levi Brewer
28 - Karen McCoy

Apologies to Elliot Raisbeck, who’s birthday date was in
error in the last newsletter. Here is Elliot celebrating on
his birthday, September 9th!
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30—Riley McCoy

Mission Notes
The Mission Committee met on September 9th.
With the approval of the Church Council, the Mission Committee is using 5% of the value of
funds designated for mission projects from the Ray Loomis gift of a few years ago. $1,000
was withdrawn. $500 is to be sent to the UMCOR COVID-19 relief fund. The other $500 will
go to the Sheboygan County Food Bank.
The Food Bank had a matched fund drive. The Food Bank distributes food to all county food
pantries, including Sheboygan Falls. The Faith congregation donated an additional $1,020,
making a total of $1,620!!!
Kathy and Kurt Petersen made a generous donation of jars of honey to the Sheboygan Falls
Food Pantry.
Missions Committee

CIRCUIT 12 MIDWEST MISSION DISTRIBUTION CENTER DESK PROJECT UPDATE
On Wednesday, October 7, Pastors Ric Olson and Kathy Reid, along with Rick and Nancy Bigler
of Faith UMC, delivered 45 desks and 11 boxes to the distribution center located in Springfield, IL. Seven boxes of school supplies were donated from Trinity UMC at Waldo and four
boxes of school supplies, toothpaste, and cleaning supplies from Faith UMC. The total value
of this shipment was over $7,000. Thank you to Circuit 12 for contributing to the cost of the
rental truck and, in addition, their $250 contribution to the Midwest Distribution Center for
their on-going mission outreach.
Thank you to those who work tirelessly when making these desks a reality for so many young
people. Also, to the Biglers and the pastors, for delivering them, and also for helping to
provide a ride back home following the drop off. All of the loving efforts on behalf of our
faithful volunteers are greatly appreciated.
Great team work!

A special thank you to a very generous anonymous donor for the $100 gift for the desk
project. Your donation is greatly appreciated.

If anyone is in need of a floor model air conditioning unit, please contact Pastor Kathy for
further information.
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Midwest Mission Request

We Need Your Help
Donations Needed!
Midwest Mission is in need of in-kind donations to assemble Personal Dignity Kits
and to full fill request for COVID Relief Supplies around the world both domestically
and internationally. Below you will find a full list of needed donations.
These donations can be dropped off Monday through Friday 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM at
the side entrance by Door Number One!
If you are unable to purchase donations or get the donations to our warehouse
please feel free to make a monetary donation of your choice.
For every $1 donated, $6.33 in relief supplies are sent to support those in need.
Donate Today at https://app.mobilecause.com/form/VoNrJA?vid=a364m or you
can make donations to UMCOR and designate them for COVID Relief thru Faith
UMC.
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Ken
Kendell Howard Posner, 76, of Sheboygan, passed away unexpectedly after a brief
illness on Wednesday, September 30, 2020, at St. Vincent Hospital in Green Bay.
Ken was born on April 30, 1944, in Sheboygan to Howard and Janice (Verhulst)
Posner, members of Faith UMC. On August 10, 1968, Ken married Kathleen Mary
Gottfried in Sheboygan.
Ken is survived by his wife, Kathleen; daughter, Michelle Bowhousen and two
granddaughters, Faith and Paige of Plantation, FL; and his sister, Kathleen Dumdie.
A public celebration of life will occur at a later date. https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/
sheboyganpress/obituary.aspx?n=kendell-posner&pid=196894675&fhid=14115
Ken has been an integral part of the Faith family. His smile will be sorely missed!
A note from Kathy Posner………….
This was a letter Ken was planning to put in the newsletter. Unfortunately, he never had the
opportunity to do this. Since this meant a lot and he took his lawn cutting job very seriously -- he
would have wanted me to relay this message.
Ken Posner would like to extend a huge thank you to Russ Hineman who has willingly volunteered to
take over the responsibility of lawn maintenance during his chemo treatments. Also to Pastor Kathy
who isn't afraid to "hop on" the ride-on mower on occasion. And a thank you to Barb TenPas for
volunteering to keep the weeds to a minimum which seems to be a never-ending process.
Blessings come in numbers and I thank you all.
Sincerely, Ken
SINCERE GRATITUDE to Nancy Sherman, Mark Lau, and Pastor Kathy, for their hard work and time
spent on Tuesday, October 13, doing touch-up painting throughout the church interior. We appreciate
the giving of your time and talents when volunteering to keep the church building so beautiful. Thank
you!
Bethel SCRIP FUNDRAISING: SCRIP, a gift card fundraising program is now available for Walmart,
Kwik Trip, Pizza Ranch, Walgreens, CVS, as well as many other participating retailers. These gift cards
make great anniversary, birthday, or Christmas gifts and can be used for every day purchases at grocery and department stores, gas stations, restaurants, hotels, and home improvement stores. Bethel
UMC will receive a varying percentage of the total gift card amount. Some are quite generous. Participation is highly encouraged. Watch for a complete list of participating retailers in the next Bethel Beacon. For more information, or to purchase SCRIP gift cards, please call Angela Bonde at 920.698.6133
GIVING: Even though we are not gathering in person for worship, your offering is still needed to
support the ongoing ministry of our church. If you do not give electronically, please consider mailing
your offering to the church, or dropping it by the church office during their regular office hours of
Monday through Thursday from 9 am – 1 pm. Information about electronic giving is available on the
Faith UMC’s website. We can send our pre-paid envelopes to Faith UMC folks, if that would be helpful.
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Quarterly Statements
Beginning in July, we began sending Quarterly Giving Statements electronically. This will save
time, paper, and postage. You will receive an email with three attachments: a letter from a
member of the Finance Committee, your quarterly statement, and an auto-debit enrollment
form. Church members without email will continue to receive their quarterly statements by
regular mail.
The Finance Committee encourages you to consider signing up
for automated giving, either through Vanco Services (the form
that is attached to your email), or through your banking
institution. This greatly benefits our church in that it enables
us to have funds on hand regularly from week to week to pay
our fixed monthly expenses, especially when we cannot
worship in person. It is easy to change your automated giving
at any time if your financial situation changes. If you have questions about setting up
automated giving, please contact Caren at 920-287-3679.
Thank you to all who have been so faithful in sending or bringing your offerings to church. Remember that our offering envelopes are postage paid for your convenience. If you need more
offering envelopes, come to the church during office hours and you can get some from Julie.

Re-opening Church for In-Person Worship Update
The Administration Board is continuing to monitor the guidelines for Covid-19 in Sheboygan
County. Using the guidelines, scientific data, and recommendations from the CDC, and
keeping in mind the risks for parishioners over the age of 60, as well as children, we have
chosen not to resume worship at this time.
We are going to watch how the process for re-opening schools goes in the coming weeks, and
the status of Covid cases in Sheboygan County. We will notify the congregation as soon as we
believe it is safe to hold in-person worship in the sanctuary.
This has been a wilderness experience, as we miss fellowship with each other, seeing each
other, praying together, singing together, and praising God together. We know God is with us,
as God was with the Hebrew people in their wilderness journey. And.....God knows how hard
this journey is for us!
Our prayers surround all of those in our church family as we look forward to that day when we
can greet one another in person and worship God together. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer!
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Monies from our Lenten Calendars will be collected at a future date! The church will decide the
direction of those contributions.



Confirmation Sunday for Addy, Ben, and Ethan, is being 'postponed' until we can meet together
again in person.

Resources from The Upper Room
Dear Friend,
Because your church subscribes to The Upper Room daily devotional, I am reaching out to you—pastor to pastor—to
offer additional resources (free of charge) for responding to the presence and call of the Good Shepherd in the
midst of such unsettling times. We are experiencing the convergence of at least three storms—pandemic, economic
downturn, and social upheaval over the bitter fruit of persistent racism. Where is God in the midst of this “perfect
storm”? How do we hear and respond to God’s presence and call in the midst of such anxiety and anger? These are
the pastoral challenges for which we offer these resources for your people and for you.
First, resources for your congregation.
Morning Prayer with The Upper Room via Facebook Live, every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 11 a.m. (CT).
These guided prayer experiences are archived so you may join us at your convenience if you miss it live.
Resources for Spiritual Wellness in Anxious Times. For navigating the pandemic, this link makes available to you a
robust list of timely practices—for individuals and families as well as your faith leaders. Included are digital devotionals, videos, eCourses, podcasts, etc., all of which can be accessed and distributed free of charge to everyone in
your congregation.
A PDF File of the September/October issue of The Upper Room is available to our standing order churches. Because
you are a paid subscriber, we want to provide this service to you since we realize many readers are currently reticent or unable to pick up their copy of the devotional guide because of the virus or closed church office. We encourage you to freely share with everyone in your congregation as a gift.
Resources for the Spiritual Work of Overcoming Racism. For addressing the spiritual virus of racism that continues
to tear our society apart, we’re compiling and adding more content each week to this list of helpful resources. Included is my blog which sets the context for the formational work of anti-racism—Reaching In, Reaching Up, Reaching Out: The Spiritual Work of Overcoming Racism.
Second, resources for you as a spiritual leader. How is it with your soul? Let’s remember we are not alone. The
work of staying grounded in God is solitary and shared. We know the spiritual journey goes best with faith companions. Here are two offerings:





We offer a monthly Virtual Sabbath Time for spiritual leaders, pastors, and any others you may choose to
invite. Each Sabbath time includes a spiritual check-in, a scripture reflection, and guided prayer. The next opportunity for virtual Sabbath will be 2-3 p.m. (CT) on Wednesday, October 14. If you want to join us, please reply to
this email, and we’ll send you the Zoom details.
We offer you an opportunity for conversation, one on one, with me or with someone on my staff regarding
your soul or role during this time. If you would like to schedule a call, please reply to let me know a good time
to talk and your contact information.

Thank you for your partnership in prayer and for your church’s subscription to The Upper Room, which enables this
ministry. Your spiritual vitality is your greatest gift to God, to your family, and to those who look to you for leadership. We want to walk with you during these challenging days and hope for the opportunity to meet you face to
face.
Your companion in Christ,
Rev. Steve Bryant
Publisher
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An Attitude of Gratitude/Prayer List
Prayer List


Prayers for Pastor Kathy with the passing of her friend Erich, and also his family members.



Prayers for Kathy Posner, her family, and Kathy Dumdie on the sudden passing of Ken. Ken
will be so missed by his church family. He was well loved.



Prayers for Mary Ann Debbink as she deals with health issues.



Bobbie Ahrens ask for prayers for her mother, Linda, who was diagnosed with cancer. Her
father, Bill, who has pneumonia. And for Bobbie—for comfort and peace during all the
health issues and job restructuring.



Wendee Hauch’s family lost a son, brother, father and grandfather. Her Uncle, Gary Rasmussen, died as a result of a terrible motorcycle accident (in Michigan).



Prayers for healing of our country.



Prayers for George and Caren Schultz and their family. George’s mother, Dorothy Schultz,
passed away.



Prayers of gratitude from Pat Deibert on behalf of her brother Mike, as he had his trach
tube removed after seven months.



Prayers for Jessica McCoy, who has experienced a relapse in her health in the last two
weeks.



Prayers for Cindy Camomilli’s son Tyler, who is halfway through his chemo treatments, and
Cindy, as she has been diagnosed with breast cancer. Surgery has yet to be scheduled.

A BIG THANK YOU to the TenPas family for all their hard work in cleaning out the garden and
outside work AND to Mark and Bonnie Lau, Nancy Sherman, and Pastor Kathy for their help in
sprucing up in the inside of the church with fresh paint. All your fine help is greatly appreciated.

Live Streaming our Service
Here is the direct link to access the live stream:
www.faithumcshebfalls.org/
worship_service_live_stream
Nothing will show on the live stream when we are
not live streaming. Please note there is a 10 to 12
second delay, so it is not actually live, but slightly
delayed. This is due to the time it takes for the live
stream to be broadcast.

New address info for Nancy and Dennis
Dennis & Nancy Jones
N3679 County Road Q

Medford, WI. 54451
email: jonesnancy157@gmail.com
Home phone: 715-748-0329

Our newsletter is available on our church website: www.faithumcshebfalls.org. If you have an e-mail address on file in the church office, you will receive your newsletter online. If you wish to receive a paper copy,
please notify the church office at 920-467-6244 or e-mail us at crossandflameumc@gmail.com. Thank You!
14

