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CHRISTMAS EVE IN PERSON WORSHIP ON HOLD: Because of the critical rise in Corona virus

cases in Sheboygan county, we will not be having in-person worship on Christmas
Eve. We will have a live-streamed worship service. More details to come in the next
couple of weeks.
Faith/Bethel church/charge conference is Saturday, December 5 at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom. The meeting will last approximately 30 minutes. Join us as we conduct church business for 2021 with our District Superintendent Kate
Croskery Jones. Please add this to your calendars! We are encouraging as many people who have computer access
as possible to attend this important meeting to discuss the business of the church.
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS at Faith UMC are Monday through Thursday, from 9 am – 1 pm. Due to the recent outbreak of COVID-19 cases in Sheboygan Falls, we are taking extra precautions in the church building itself. Face
masks are being required upon entrance and we are asking all guests to please ring the doorbell and be greeted by
the staff. Please call the church office (920.467.6244) or Pastor Kathy (920.980.8376) if you have any special needs,
concerns, or questions. The office will be closed on December 24 and 25 for the Christmas holiday.
HOLIDAY BAKING BONANZA: THERE’S STILL TIME TO ORDER! Barb TenPas is baking a large variety of holiday
cookies and breads for purchase, at $2 per dozen or $5 a loaf. A complete list of options has been emailed or USPS
mailed to you. If you are interested in purchasing any of her delicious baked goodies, please email her at
barbtenpas2@gmail.com, by Saturday, December 5. Thanks to everyone that has ordered!
Our Cookie Walk is an important fundraiser for missions each year. Because we cannot have it this year, Barb
TenPas has issued a “Cookie Walk Challenge” to our members. She will match all donations, up to $600, made to
this year’s Cookie Walk. So consider donating what you would normally spend on ingredients, or more, and mark
your donation “Cookie Walk Challenge.” THANK YOU, BARB!

“A VINTAGE CHRISTMAS” HOLIDAY PARADE will take place on Saturday December 5 at 4:30 p.m. A new parade
route has been established that will follow CDC guidelines that will allow attendees to spread out and social distance. It will take place on Fond du Lac Avenue (Alfred Miley Way to Crocker Avenue.) Also please note that due to
coronavirus restrictions, it was announced that nothing will be handed out or received this year, and that includes
toys for the Toys for Tots Toy Drive. But we are still looking for volunteers to hold the banner and walk in the parade to encourage Faith UMC and this year’s Toys for Tots program, with the church being the main donation dropoff site. Volunteers are asked to line up at 4:00 on Alfred Miley Way. Look for the black decorated Jeep with the
Faith family of volunteers. BUNDLE UP AND JOIN THE PARADE FUN!
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“Meowsings” from
Pastor Kathy

When we’re all homebound and isolated, we need to create things to look forward to—for
our health and wellbeing, and for our spiritual wellness, too. This Advent and Christmas will
be very different than any we’ve ever experienced before. As I anticipate Christmas Eve
worship I do know it won’t be a filled sanctuary where we’re sitting in pews shoulder to
shoulder and singing "Silent Night" with our candles. That is a ritual I have grown to dearly
love over the years, and I grieve the loss.
And yet, I wonder if the Holy Spirit might be whispering something in your ear and
mine: mark this moment in a new way. This year, it might just be you, holding a candle,
singing "Silent Night" quietly and to yourself as tears fall. Instead of fearing that moment or
willing it to be different, know that God will be with you there, in that quiet stillness.
Maybe your family will be there too, and you can read the words of the nativity story in
Luke 2 out loud: “She gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger.” On a clear night, bundle up and take a nighttime star walk. So
much of the Advent and Christmas story is guided by stars and walking. Remember the
journey to Bethlehem and the Magi’s journey. Breathe in the night air and gaze upon the
wonder of the stars.
Ritual is about creating a sense of ceremony and celebration, to say “God is here, with us.”
This can be as simple as lighting a single candle for each of the four weeks of Advent —for
hope, peace, joy, and love—or saying a prayer on the longest night of the year. This year,
the message we remember and teach the children in our lives is that this year belongs to
God, too, though it is difficult. Our faith tells us that God is with us in the difficult times.
God is always with us. The true gift of Christmas – God becoming one of us, a sign of God’s
extravagant love. I am praying that you and all those you love are filled with the joy and
hope of Christmas.
Pastor Kathy
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THIRD GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION: Sunday, December 6 during the online worship service. Please note
that the in-person worship will not be an option for other parishioners that day so the children can be present
to receive their bibles.
SALVATION ARMY TOYS FOR TOTS PROGRAM: We are holding our 4th Annual Toys for Tots Toy Drive
through Tuesday, December 8. There are more families in need now, requiring help in providing toys for their
children this Christmas, than ever before. Faith UMC has supported Toys for Tots for several years and we’re
not stopping now! Donations are being received and people can continue to drop off toys at church during normal office hours of Monday-Thursday between 9 am and 1 pm at the back entrance by the office. The deadline
for toy drop off is Tuesday, December 8. Let’s put smiles on the faces of our Sheboygan County kids this Christmas with toys under their trees! Thank you!
SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING: We are looking for one or two persons to volunteer in assisting Steve
Blake in ringing the Salvation Army bell on Saturday, December 19 from 7-9 p.m. at Festival Foods on Taylor
Drive. Please call the church office to sign up. Due to Covid-19 requirements, masks must be worn, sanitizing
supplies will be provided to sanitize the bucket after each donation, and no candy will be handed out to the

FACE MASKS: Pastor Kathy is sewing face masks. If you need one, please contact the church office or Pastor
Kathy directly.

A SINCERE THANK YOU TO Colleen Wienke, Sophia Koeppen, Caren Schultz, Nancy Sherman, Pastor Kathy, and
Carl and Caleb TenPas for preparing the Sanctuary for Advent and Christmas. And
thanks to a brave Sophia for climbing up on that tall ladder to finish the top!

BELL RINGERS WANTED: If you are interested in sharing your music talents by
being part of our fun, Christ-loving group of chime ringers for the fall season,
please contact Chris Raisbeck.

THE UPPER ROOM: As a courtesy, and due to Covid-19, you can access the publication online, for free, by clicking on this link: www.upperroom.org/standingorderchurches. Paper copies of the November/December issue of
The Upper Room are also available for pick up from the table outside the Faith church office. Feel free to stop
in, during normal office hours. Or, if you prefer, call the church office and one will be mailed to you.
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December Birthdays
1 – Nancy Jones

Newsletter Deadline - Submissions for the January 2021 Newsletter are due on Thursday, December 17th. Please send your items to
Kathy
Petersen
at
loonpnews-

2 – Ali Dulmes, Jessica McCoy, & Pat Leicht
8 – Heidi Schuette
10 – Jeff Schuette
12 – Laurie Kuplic

Carl and Barb TenPas recently celebrated their
34th (not their 39th) wedding anniversary on
Sunday, November 29. God's blessings to you
both, and sincere apologies for the misprint.

14 – Mark Lau
19 – Cindy Adam Camomilli
21 – Judy Leicht
22 – Felipe Cruz

Carl and Barb TenPas are sponsoring the December newsletter in celebration of Carl's birthday on December 28th.

24 – Rick Bigler
26 – Aiden Raisbeck
27 – Quinten Carman

28 – Carl TenPas

Colleen Wienke is sponsoring the December
Bulletins in honor of her BEST loving parents,
John and Hazel West.

A SINCERE THANK YOU TO Colleen Wienke, Sophia Koeppen, Caren Schultz, and Carl and Caleb TenPas for
preparing the Sanctuary for Advent and Christmas.

Thank you to all that participated in the Hanging of the Greens Sunday service. Nancy Sherman, Kathy Petersen, Sophia Koeppen, Chris-Wendy-Adrian and Elliot Raisbeck, Sue Dulmes, Pastor Ric, and Charlotte and
Brian Peterson for their readings on the Symbols of Christmas.
Faith and Bethel are looking for volunteers to be involved in our live-stream worship services - doing readings,
etc. You would video yourself and send the video into the worship team to be included. I think we all agree
that it was nice to see faces we haven’t seen in a while, reading the Hanging of the Greens this past Sunday. It
would be great if we can get people to volunteer for services in the future. One way to keep in touch! Contact
the office if interested, and we hope that you are!!

THE LIVING NATIVITY at St. Paul’s in Howards Grove has
been cancelled due to Covid-19 conditions in the area.
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The Sheboygan County Warming Center
What is the Sheboygan County Warming Center?
We are a group of Sheboygan county interdenominational churches, other organizations, and friends that have joined
together the past four years to staff an overnight shelter for homeless adults during our cold winter nights.
Where is the shelter located? The Sheboygan County Warming Center is located at 822 New Jersey Ave., Sheboygan. The Warming Center is housed in the lower church hall of Ss. Cyril and Methodist church. Entrance is between the church and the old school building.
When does the shelter operate? We hope, in 2021, to be open the months of January and February from 7:00 pm to
7:30 am, seven days a week. New Volunteers are much needed at this time.
How does the shelter operate? Guests arrive between 7:00pm and 7:45pm. A hot meal is served around 8:00 pm.
This evening meal is provided by Warming Center volunteers, often with help from local restaurants who pitch in by
providing food. Around 6:30am the guests are awakened; a simple breakfast is served. The guests will leave by
7:30am.
What are the typical hours?




1st shift - 6:30pm – 10pm, 4 people to setup, welcome guests and serve the meal.
2nd shift - 10pm – 6am, 2 people to provide assistance to guests as needed during the overnight hours.
3rd shift - 5:30am – 8:00am, 2 people to wake guests, serve light breakfast, clean up and sanitize the center.

Will the Warming Center be following COVID-19 precautionary guidelines? Yes, Yes and Yes! The Warming Center
will be requiring all who enter the Center to be temperature checked and screened for COVID-19 symptoms. All volunteers and guests will be required to wear face coverings and comply with CDC protocols (social distancing and hygiene
practices). Sanitizing of the area will be ongoing during operating hours, and at closing each morning.
How many guests do you get per night?
The past four years the number has varied from a few, to several, to more than a dozen per night.
What do I need to do to become a volunteer?

1) Submit a completed Sheboygan County Warming Center Volunteer Application form. See below.
2) Attend one 90-minute orientation and training session in December. Dates to be determined.
You will then be part of a team. If your organization can create a team of seven or more, great! If not, we have plenty
of spaces with other churches or organizations. We ask you to take a shift of service to our guests about once a week.
Volunteer Applications are available by contacting sheb.co.wc@gmail.com
Facebook: Sheboygan County Warming Center
For additional information — Ken Rishel: 920-980-9520 Rich Gulig: 920-452-2305
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Missions Report


Donations for the UMCOR Covid-19 Response fund to date was $400. This is an on-going project.



World Communion Sunday offering was $80.



On Nov. 29th, an offering will be taken for UM Student Sunday, .



Please mark any donations for the school desks project as the local project.



Your postponed Lenten offering (THAT'S RIGHT) can be dropped off at the church or mailed. Money will
go the Sheboygan Falls School District's fund for student needs.



Steve Blake is involved with missions in Peru. For information call him for more details. There are great
needs there.
In 2021, $1,000 will be available to the mission committee from the UMC Foundation. If you have any suggestions, present them for consideration.
Mission Committee members are: Carl Ten Pas, Steve Blake, Pastor Kathy, Rick and Nancy Bigler

Just a reminder that the Sheboygan Falls Food Pantry is open every Thursday morning from 9am to 11am for
anyone who may need some assistance.
We are located at 529 Giddings Ave, Sheboygan Falls.

Please bring your photo ID and a recent utility bill, along with paper grocery bags when you visit.
We will not be open on Christmas Eve.
Any questions? Please call 920-917-2335.

See order form on page 8

Gift card fundraising is a convenient way for non-profit organizations such as churches to raise money. Buy gift
cards from your favorite retailers where you normally shop for every day items you need, or for gift giving for
Christmas, birthdays, graduations, and other celebrations. Our church gets a rebate on every card purchased, at
no cost to the buyer. Use the order form on the next page, attach a check payable to Faith UMC for the total
amount of the cards ordered. The cards will be ordered once a month. Faith UMC orders can be picked up at the
church office. Arrangements will be made for the delivery of Bethel UMC orders. Each church will receive the
rebate for their orders. These make great gifts and stocking stuffers for Christmas. Questions? Call Pastor Kathy
or email her. Cards for Christmas giving need to be ordered by December 15th.
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Unfortunately, we had to cancel the cookie walk this year due to Covid. I wanted to find a new way
to help raise money for the church and here it is. Who doesn't need gas and doesn't like Kwik Trip? I
don't know about you but our family is always there for something. What better way to raise money for the church because every dollar that you buy in gift cards you get back and the church also
makes a portion. You can either purchase straight money for gas or inside purchases of either $10,
$20, $25, $50 or $100. 5% of the card is given back to the church immediately and if you purchase
anything in the store, we get another 10% REBATE. Or if you would like you can also purchase a gift
card for 5 ULTIMATE car washes for $36.00. Normally they cost $11/piece so you're getting a great
deal and the church also makes $16 on each card.
Attached is the order forms (page 8) and they are due back to the church office prior to church service
on Sunday, December 13th. I will also need the money on that date as we have to pay when we purchase them. I will get the order in that Monday and should have everything back at church the following Sunday. So, if you want some easy Christmas shopping here it is and church gets a little back.
Pastor Kathy and I have talked in great detail and we are thinking about putting an order in every few
months. Please reach out to me if you have any questions or any suggestions. Feel free to email me
at mdebbinkumc@hotmail.com, call/text me at (920) 980-0030 or my home phone is (920) 467-4942.
Thank you for your participation,
Melisa Debbink
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Prayer List


Prayers for Pastor Kathy as she deals with and recovers from the Corona Virus.



Prayers for Judy Arpke’s sister, Sally. Sally had surgery to remove her foot and part of her leg. . Currently she is in an intensive care rehab center and will be there about 2 weeks



Prayers for Mary Ann Debbink as she deals with health issues.



Prayers for healing of our country.



Prayers of healing for Harold Beimborn, who is receiving physical and occupational therapy at
Froedtert Hospital to improve his strength and mobility is having health issues.



Prayers for Jessica McCoy, who has experienced a relapse in her health in the last two weeks.



Prayers for Cindy Camomilli’s son Tyler, who is halfway through his chemo treatments, and Cindy, as
she has been diagnosed with breast cancer. Surgery is scheduled for December 7th.



For Steve Blake’s mother, as she has recently been diagnosed with Covid-19.



Pat Deibert’s 90-year old Uncle Lawrence, whose health has taken a turn for the worse and was diagnosed with Covid-19. Also strength for his daughter, who is not allowed to see him right now.



Judy Arpke’s sister Sally, as the surgery to amputate her foot and part of her leg went well last
weekend and prayers for continued healing and recovery.



Gary Dulmes’ mother, Ruth, as she recovers from breaking three ribs.



Steve Blake requests prayers for a return to peace and stability for the South American country of
Peru, after decades of corruption, dictatorships, and terror. War and poverty have multiplied the
number of street children, who are often abused and exploited for labor, as well as the trafficking of
young girls, and high rates of teen pregnancies.



Prayers for the safety of all first responders.



Prayers for all those affected by COVID-19.

Live Streaming our Service
Here is the direct link to access the live stream:
www.faithumcshebfalls.org/
worship_service_live_stream
Nothing will show on the live stream when we
are not live streaming. Please note there is a 10
to 12 second delay, so it is not actually live, but
slightly delayed. This is due to the time it takes
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Our newsletter is available on our church website:
www.faithumcshebfalls.org. If you have an e-mail
address on file in the church office, you will receive
your newsletter online. If you wish to receive a paper copy, please notify the church office at 920-4676244 or e-mail us at crossandflameumc@gmail.com.
Thank You!

