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January 24, 2021 † 10:30 a.m. 
 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

Announcements and prayer concerns will be shown on the livestream before and after the worship service. 
 

One of six churchwide Special Sundays with offerings of The United Methodist Church, Human Relations Day, 
give us an opportunity to make an impact in communities where people struggle because they don’t have the 
tools or resources to reach their God-given potential. During the challenges of the past year, we have seen how 
systemic inequality affects the most vulnerable people. When neighbors experience poverty and live in 
communities that have less access to community resources, as a denomination, we can do so much more 
together than we could ever do on our own. Our gifts are part of building beloved community through faith-based 
volunteer programs, community developers and programs that work with at-risk teens. As society begins to 
recover from this health and financial crisis, these programs are vital in strengthening communities that are most 
impacted. We will have a special offering on Sunday, January 31. Please write your check to your church 
with “HRD” written on the memo line. To give online, go to: UMC.org/SSGive. 
 
Prelude 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Human Relations Sunday Video 
 

Greetings from Liturgists for today’s service – Julie Leverenz and Patty Leverenz, Bethel UMC 
 

Call to Worship (responsive):                                                                                      Patty Leverenz, Bethel UMC 
For just this hour, 
     Follow me. 
Listen to My Word, 
     Follow me. 
Think about your life as My disciple every day, 
     Follow me. 
Pray, 
     Follow me. 
Sing, 
     Follow me. 
Come, let us worship God! 

 

Opening Hymn                                             We Are Called (v. 1 & 2)                                                   2172 TFWS 
 

Opening Prayer (in unison): 
You call us, Wanderer of seashores and sidewalks, inviting us to sail out of our smug harbors into the 
uncharted waters of faith, to wander off from our predictable paths to follow You into the unpredictable 
footsteps of the kingdom; to leave the comfort of our homes and accompany You into the uncomfortable 
neighborhoods we usually avoid. As we wait, in our simple, sometimes crazy, constantly uncertain lives, 
speak to us, Spirit of Grace: of that hope which is our anchor; of that peace which is our rock; of that 
grace which is our refuge. Amen. 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Children’s Hymn                                     This Little Light of Mine (v. 1)                                               585 UMH 
 
 



Offering Words 
There are many signs we claim for our faith, but ultimately it is our active love that reveals the God we worship. 
Through our active love, we commit to give of our whole selves, as well as our talents and material possessions, 
to the ministries of our churches, with the hope that they be used to further God’s dream for our world. Thank 
you for your faithful support. 
 

Offertory Response (in unison) sung to the tune “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”          95 UMH 
Praise God for gifts of hope and peace 

Praise God for gifts of joy and love 
Praise God for sending Christ to dwell 
On earth for us – Emmanuel.   Amen. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Offering (in unison) 
Generous God, we ask you to bless the gifts we give this morning. Help grow the trust in us, that we 
might leave behind more of our old lives to experience more deeply new life in you. In the name of 
Christ, who goes before us and beside us, we pray. Amen 
 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading                                               Mark 1:14-20 (NIV)                        Julie Leverenz, Bethel UMC 
 

Sermon Hymn                               I Have Decided to Follow Jesus (all three verses)                       2129 TFWS 
 
Sermon Video                                               “I Will Follow Him”                                            YouTube Video 
         
Sermon                       What do you get when you cross Whoopi Goldberg and Fishing?                Pastor Kathy 

 

*Closing Hymn                                 Forth in Thy Name, O Lord (v. 1 & 2)                                            438 UMH 
 

*Benediction 
 

And now our service begins… 
 
 

 
 
 

Join us for “Virtual Fellowship” today at 11:30 a.m. via Zoom. 
 
Pastors:  Rev. Kathy Reid, Faith and Bethel UMCs 
Worship Musician:  Hilarie Mukavitz  
Music Director:  Chris Raisbeck 
Song Leaders:  Carl TenPas 
Audio Visual Team:  Jennifer Beimborn, Chris Raisbeck, and Caren Schultz 


