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With Faith in Our Future 

April 2021 

April 1 –      Maundy Thursday -- Jesus’ last meal with his          
        disciples 
April 2 –      Good Friday – Jesus is crucified 
April 4 –      Easter Sunday  HE IS RISEN!  
        Luke 24:1-12  We are an Easter people!           

        How can we live this every day? 

                     Homework: Each day this week, write                 

        down one way your faith has changed how          

        you live. 
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EVENTS  

 April 1 - Maundy Thursday 

 April 2 - Good Friday 

 April 4- Easter Sunday 

 April 18 - Special Offering - pg. 7 

 April 20 - Church Council 

 April 24 - BFF Crafters 

 May 1 - MS Walk IN PERSON WORSHIP will be resuming on Easter Sun-
day, April 4, at 10:30 a.m. We are taking the best “risk 
reduction” measures possible. Our plan is as follows: We 
will begin a phased in restart plan by permitting 30 peo-
ple in the sanctuary, in addition to the Worship Team. It 
is very important that you notify the church office during 
office hours to reserve a place. This is what you can ex-
pect when you come: wearing a mask over your nose 
and mouth while in the church building (singing of 
hymns will be permitted); safe distancing of six feet be-
tween individuals or family units; washing/sanitizing of 
hands; refraining from hugging and handshakes; no hym-
nals, bulletins, or passing of the offering plate; at the end 
of worship, immediately exit the building before greeting 
others. Please call the church office if you are unable to 
keep your reservation, so that others waiting for a spot 
can be notified. We look forward to seeing you again in 
worship! Be guided by faith, not driven by fear. Live 
Streaming will continue. 

Zoom Virtual 
Coffee  

Fellowship  
 

There will be no Virtual Fellowship 
on Easter Sunday. It will return on 
April 11th. 
 
Please join us for a time of virtual 
fellowship every Sunday at 11:30 
a.m. via Zoom.  Say hello to other 
Faith members and friends!  You 
can join us via Zoom with your com-
puter or by phone.  Call Pastor 
Kathy at 920 980-8376 or email her 
at katr40@aol.com if you need help 
assistance.  

mailto:katr40@aol.com
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Meowsings from Pastor Kathy 

The Easter story is a vivid example that things aren’t always as they seem. In a way, 
Easter is a celebration of the greatest story twist in history, one that’s so subversive it 
changes everything for all time. 
 
It’s easy to gloss over the Easter story — we’ve heard it so many times — and forget 
the surprise and shock of the resurrection. It’s easy to read through the Gospels with-
out that “aha” moment it really delivers. 
 
We have the privilege of reading the resurrection into the teachings of Jesus — we 
know how the story ends — but for the disciples, the moments before the resurrection 
were steeped in fear, darkness and confusion. For the disciples, the resurrection pro-
vided an incredible experience that made the story come alive in a new way -- past ex-
periences began to make sense. 
 

It changed everything. 
 
Eugene Peterson explains it like this in his book Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Plac-
es: “The Christian life begins as a community that is gathered at the place of impossibil-
ity, the tomb.” 
 
Jesus appeared in all kinds of places — in locked rooms, along the road, in the midst of 
fear and doubt, injustice and despair, to people who longed for meaning, purpose, 
wholeness and faith, and certainly in the joys of being found, healings, people being 
fed, the discovery of God’s way and will. 
 
Where do you see Jesus? How are you experiencing new life in this Easter season? The 
good news of Easter tells us that wherever we look, regardless of what day it is, Jesus is 
there, waiting to be seen, waiting for our eyes to open and see new life and new possi-
bilities. 
 
I hope that your eyes will be opened to the wonderful ways God is working through us 
and calling you into new life. I encourage you to be a part of sharing it in your own life 
and in our life together. God’s new life is at work in us and around us! When I see the 
breadth and impact of our ministry, I can’t help but say, “I have seen the Lord!” 
Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 
 

Pastor Kathy 
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Birthdays and Info 

Newsletter Deadline                                         
Submissions for the May newsletter are due on 

Thursday,  April 15th . Please send your items to 

Kathy Petersen at                                              

loonpnewsletter1@outlook.com 

Kathy Dumdie is sponsoring the April bulle-
tins in memory of Tom and her brother, Ken. 

Thank you, Kathy 

Please consider the sponsorship of 
either the Newsletter or Bulletins. We 
have a number of months available. 
For $35, you can sponsor the news-
letter or bulletins in honor of some-
one, in celebration of something, or in 
memory of a loved one. Please sign fill 
out the sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board in the Fellowship Hall or contact 
Julie in the office for opportunities.     
Thank you!             

 

 

 

  1 - Barb TenPas 

  5 - Ethel Lau 

  9 - Andrew Sukowaty 

12 - Olivia Hauch 

16 - Sophia Koeppen 

17 - Nancy Bigler & Jodi Arpke    

23 - Jon McCoy  

24 - Caren Schultz 

25 - Kelly McCoy 

26 - Gary Dulmes &  Charles Scroggins 

27 - Chelsea Petersen 

Lenten Coin Offerings for 2020 and 2021 can 
be brought to church, dropped off at the 
church office, or mailed in with a 
check.  Please designate how much each 
year's offering is.  Thank you. 

BFF CRAFTERS: Mark your Spring 
calendars! Faith and Bethel Friends 
(BFF) crafters have set some tenta-
tive dates. Saturday, April 24 and 
Friday and Saturday, May 21 and 22 
at Faith UMC in the Fellowship Hall.  
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Cassidy Recital/Pastor Kathy’s Vacation 

I want to sincerely thank Kathy Dumdie, for her precious offer of her time 
and eager initiative in helping to spring clean and organize the church 
office cabinets. I truly appreciated spending that time together and getting 
to know you better. Your volunteer efforts were greatly appreciated.  

   Julie Leffin 

Cassidy Mertzig, our Children's Church Facilitator, is having her Senior Recital 
on Saturday, April 24 at 3:30 p.m. She invites her church family here at Faith to 
watch via livestream. 

Look for the event link on the CUW Music Department - (Concordia Music Department) Face-
book Page.- Mequon, WI. Look for the event link on the CUW Music Department - (Concordia 
Music Department) Facebook Page.- Mequon, WI. 

Pastor Kathy will be on vacation Saturday, April 17 through Sunday, May 2.  Caren Schultz and 

Chris Raisbeck will be planning worship, and Caren will be bringing the message on April 18, 

25, and May 1.  Communion will be offered during worship on May 9, when Pastor Kathy is 

back from vacation.  Pastor Ric Olson will handle any pastoral care needs April 25 - May 2.  The 

person to call for  pastoral care April 17 - April 24 will be shared soon. 

Church council will be discussing plans on how and when to return to more in-person activi-

ties at Faith UMC as it is safe to do so.  As the weather gets warmer, we can look forward to 

some outdoor gatherings for fellowship in person. 

Congratulations to Abe and Amber Hoogstra and their three year old daughter, Evalyn, as they 

were married in our sanctuary on March 27.  We pray for God's blessings on them as they 

begin this chapter of their life together.   

Morning devotions and prayer with Pastor Kathy will be on hold for now.  She is making plans 

for future small group gatherings, including Bible study, viewing and discussion of the 1999 

made-for-TV movie, Jesus, and outdoor fellowship  socials  as the weather gets warmer.  If you 

would like to help with planning or hosting, talk with Pastor Kathy. 

A Confirmation class reunion of Ben, Addy, and Ethan with Pastor Kathy is in the planning 

stages.  Check back for more information! 

Recital 
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Missions/Sunday School Notes 

 
MISSION  NOTES 

 
 The offering for UMCOR Sunday, March 21st was $1,290!!!  The money from the special 

offering goes to cover all expenses related to the work of UMCOR (United Methodist 
Committee on Relief).  As a result, 100% of the money any one of us gives towards disas-
ter relief, for example, goes towards that project. 

 
 The Lenten offerings from 2020 and 2021 are going to the Helping Kids Fund at              

Sheboygan Falls Public Schools. 
 
 45 school desks were made again this year.  The value of those desks are $6,750.  About 

20 people from throughout Sheboygan County are involved in the project.  You can sup-
port the school desk project in a sweet way by buying a VandeWalles candy bar ($1.00) 
from Nancy and Rick Bigler or at Church when we fully reopen. 

Sunday School Update 

We have continued to meet via Zoom on Sunday mornings and discuss & do activities that tie 
in with our Lenten & Prayer Unit 

We wrote a group prayer a few weeks ago where everyone who participated in the session 
shared a sentence of the prayer! 

It turned out rather nicely & we would like to share it with you all here! 

Dear God, 

We love you! I hope you will keep us safe! 

We hope for all to be able to see each other in person 
soon! 

Please help to get rid of the virus soon! 

Thank you for giving us food! 

Thank you for giving your life for us!!! 

~Amen 

We will continue our virtual classes for a few more weeks into May and then end our year 
with an IN -PERSON 

Activity for all ages of our children & youth. 

More details will be sent out to the Sunday School Families as  to the schedule for the rest of 
the year!!! 
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MS Walk 

THE UPPER ROOM: During this time of pandemic, the call-in meditation is available at no 

charge. If you DO NOT PAY for long distance (most cell phones include long distance) you can 

call 1.615.212.2013. If you DO PAY for long distance calls, please call 1.877.600.7218. Copies 

of the March/April Upper Room issues are always available for pickup at both churches. Or, if 

you prefer, call the church office and one can be mailed to you. Another option is the conven-

ient online version, available by clicking on the link at: www.upperroom.org/

standingorderchurches.   

NE CIRCUIT 12 BRAT FRY: Nothing tastes better than a delicious brat or hamburger on a 
fresh hard roll on a Saturday, July 24, from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at the Piggly 
Wiggly, Plymouth location. Safety protocols will be in place.  

May Day - May Day 

THINK MAY!  

May 1st is the Sheboygan MS Walk.  

Our team, Walking with Faith, is now open and taking regis-

trations. Please consider this great Mission for our church. 

Last year we had some very innovative ways to participate with “social distanc-

ing”. Who knows, perhaps this year we will be able to Walk together! A novel 

idea!! 

You may register for “walking”, or donate through their link        

https://secure.nationalmssociety.org/site/TR/Walk/

WIGWalkEvents?pg=entry&fr_id=31811         

You can also donate through church by dropping off or 

sending your check, made out to Faith 

UMC. Please mark the memo for the MS 

Walk. It’s never too early to start. 

I’ll be attending a virtual Team Leader 

meeting in early March, and will share ideas from them with 

you in the future.  Kathy P. 

The Schultz MS Walk -                                

George, Gabe and  Jedi! 

The Raisbeck Family 
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Help!! We need readers…………... 

Sunday Morning Virtual Readers/Liturgists  Needed! 
 
The Faith UMC Worship Team (Caren Schultz, Chris Raisbeck, and Pastor Kathy) is looking for 
individuals and families to participate in our live-streamed worship services by pre-recording 
parts of the service, such as the Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Scripture reading,  AND a 1-2 
minute introduction of  yourself (and those with you):  your name, a little about yourself, how 
you are doing, what you’ve been doing, how long you have been part of the Faith Family – 
whatever you would like to say.  Each Sunday we will alternate between Faith UMC and Bethel 
UMC volunteers.  Pastor Kathy will send out the readings.   

Please remember the FOOD PANTRY at this time with your donations of food and cash!! 

Open every Thursday morning from 9-11 a.m. for anyone living in the community of She-

boygan Falls, Cedar Grove, Hingham, Howards Grove, Kohler, Oostburg, and Waldo. Bring 

photo ID and a recent utility bill, along with paper grocery bags when you visit. Call 

920.917.2235 if you have any questions.  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS at Faith UMC are Monday through Thursday, from 9 am – 1 pm. Due 
to the recent outbreak of COVID-19 cases in Sheboygan Falls, we are taking extra precautions 
in the church building itself. Face masks are being required upon entrance and we are asking 
all guests to please ring the doorbell and be greeted by the staff. Please call the church office 
(920.467.6244) or Pastor Kathy (920.980.8376) if you have any special needs, concerns, or 
questions.   

Native American Ministries Sunday 

On  Native American Ministries Sunday, April 18th, we have an opportunity to strengthen the church. 
Half of our gifts stay with local ministries in this conference and half support the work of Native Ameri-
can United Methodist ministries nationally. Our gifts extend open hands, sharing peace, justice, and 
hope into Native American communities, including necessary aid to Native American communities in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Easter is evident in the revival of the Maskoke language through an ecovillage that practices intimate 
relationship with the natural world. 

 • Easter is evident in the preparation of a long-term strategy to support and protect indigenous spirit-
uality and rights around the world in partnership with the World Council of Churches (WCC).  

• Easter is evident in the Native American United Methodists who are responding to God’s call to min-
istry and the scholarships that equip them with theological education. On Native American Ministries 
Sunday we are opening our minds and opening our hands, extending hope and peace through The 
United Methodist Church. The Lord has risen!  Alleluia! Amen.   

If you would like to give to this special offering, please mark your envelope "Native American Minis-
tries".  Thank you. 
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Prayers for Healing and Wholeness 

We keep in prayer: 

 

 Jim L. 

 Phil L. 

 Don L. 

 Pam S. 

 Kathy 

 Julie L’s niece Melissa in Florida 

 Kathy D. 

 A friend 

 An 18 year old friend who is pregnant 

 The people of Italy, who are being required to go back into lockdown because of 
Covid. 

 Kiira P. and the students at her school  

 The victims of the mass shooting in Boulder, Colorado this past week and their   
families 

 All families who are grieving, especially Judy A. and Kate 

 God’s constant presence 

Live Streaming our Service                                                                                                   
Here is the direct link to access the 

live stream: 

www.faithumcshebfalls.org/

worship_service_live_stream  

Nothing will show on the live stream 

when we are not live streaming. 

Please note there is a 10 to 12 second 

delay, so it is not actually live, but 

slightly delayed. This is due to the 

time it takes for the live stream to be 

broadcast.  

Our newsletter is available on our church website: www.faithumcshebfalls.org.  If you have an 

e-mail address on file in the church office, you will receive your newsletter online.  If you wish 

to receive a paper copy, please notify the church office at 920-467-6244 or e-mail us at              

crossandflameumc@gmail.com.  

Thank You! 

Find us on………… 

Have you visited our Facebook page?  

www.facebook.com/FaithUMCShebFallsWI 

 

Follow us on Twitter: 

www.twitter.com/FaithUMCTweets 

http://www.faithumcshebfalls.org/worship_service_live_stream
http://www.faithumcshebfalls.org/worship_service_live_stream

