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In July 1960, a group of sixty-five people met to organize the St. Paul's congregation 

and began worshipping in the Mt. Wesley chapel.  Jim and Emily Ware were charter 

members, with Emily serving as choir director for the next 29 years.  She notes, 

"sometimes during those first years, when Mt. Wesley needed the chapel for their 

regular camp activities, we gathered up our hymnals and met at the LCRA or telephone 

company buildings or the civic auditorium."  She remembered that the chapel was not 

air-conditioned, and windows and doors were opened in the summer.  Occasionally, a 

dog would wander in, and once a bird flew in and perched on an usher's head as he 

took up the offering. 

 
In 1963, the new congregation began construction of their own ranch-style building 

complete with sanctuary, a kitchen, dining room, offices and several Sunday school 

rooms.  The total cost was $48,000.  Donna Hendrickson, organist in the seventies, 

recalls that the area around the new church was still more wooded, and while they 

enjoyed some of the wildlife that occupied the church campus, the cadence of the 

woodpeckers’ tapping on the building walls didn't always fit the music and was a little 

distracting.  

 
As the church programs and ministries expanded and the membership grew, plans were 

made to build a new sanctuary.  The present sanctuary building complete with offices, 

parlor, rehearsal room, nursery and a balcony cost $477,500 and was completed by 

November 1988.    As with any building project, problems arose.  Evelyn Henry said that 

she and Ellen Collier were asked to arrange for carpeting in the parlor.  When their 

choice was installed, she said, "We were so disappointed---it was really ugly!  

Fortunately for us, there was a flaw in the carpeting, and we were able to have it taken 

back and we made another selection."  Carlton Biermann was Trustee chairman at the 

time, and he notes the new building mortgage was paid off in half the expected time. 

 

The last building project at St. Paul's was the construction of a 14,000 sq. ft. educational 

facility consecrated in December 1998.  It houses an extensive library, Sunday School 



classrooms and a "great hall" which occupies about half of the overall space.  St. Paul’s 

Preschool, which began in August 2015, is also housed in the educational building.  

Evelyn Selfridge tells of a time shortly after she moved to Kerrville when she and her 

daughter were playing golf.  They approached a man who explained that he was 

recovering from surgery and asked to play along with them.  When the man learned that 

Evelyn was planning to join another church, he insisted she visit St. Paul’s.  She did, 

and six years later found herself chairing the Capital Stewardship Campaign to raise 

funds for the building.  As a coincidence, twist of fate, or a "God thing" as some believe, 

the building committee chose to name the new building the Darrel Gray Memorial 

Education Building in memory of a well-known and beloved pastor and the man Evelyn 

met on the golf course. 

 
The history of St. Paul's isn't just about building projects; more importantly, it 

encompasses 50 years of prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness--- the 

commitments new members make when joining the United Methodist Church---the 

means by which God's love is expressed to all people.  St. Paul's was certified as "A 

Welcoming Congregation" by the United Methodist Commission on Communication 

when the members followed the criteria considered critical in making visitors feel 

welcome.  Their program served as a national "Welcoming" model.  Friendliness and 

warmth is often expressed by new members as a key factor in joining St. Paul's.  The 

church is also recognized as a "5-Star Church" for its support of numerous mission 

outreach programs.   

 
We appreciate our past which enriches our present congregational life and look to the 

future under the leadership of our Lord. 

 

 

 


