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A blessed Lent to you all, my dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ. There is a book called, “The Hammer of God”
written by Bo Giertz, a pastor and author in the Lutheran Church in Sweden. One of the story lines within the
novel follows Pastor Fridfeldt, a young, pious, assistant pastor, as he grows in his faith and learns what
complete reliance on “Jesus Only” looks like.
One of the house calls he makes is to the home of Frans, who had, in his younger days, been in the army, but
now “was known to be a godly man, who always spoke quietly but with mature understanding about spiritual
things, as one who had a personal experience of the new birth.” Fridfeldt had been called on because Frans had
just suffered an apparent heart attack.
What the pious, young pastor encounters at Frans’ home is not the godly man he expected. In his unconscious
rantings, the former soldier begins to utter foul language and describe actions that would make him blush if he
were in a clearer state of mind. As Fridfeldt hears these offensive chatterings, he begins to question things in
his own mind.
Fridfeldt could not help thinking how alike we all are within, after all. The same jealousy, the
same pride, the same unloving heart. … But he also thought about how it would now go for
Frans. As long as he was conscious he had faith. That seemed quite evident. But beneath the
thin shell of his conscious faith this evil still dwelt within the heart.
A little while later, in an effort to help Frans’ visiting daughter, the pastor offers to take her six-month old son
outside to calm him. Unsuccessful in his attempts to quiet the baby, Fridfeldt is
thoroughly provoked at this stubborn and selfish little creature, who though not yet a year
old still showed much the same self-will and stubborn desire to command attention as its
elders. Surely, human nature from the cradle to the grave was bent on having its own way,
trying to dominate others and make its own will supreme.
He ends up at Frans’ home most of the night and is to preach the next morning at the Sunday morning worship
service. In the words of the service and the words of the sermon, Fridfeldt discovers true grace in “Jesus Only.”
In conclusion, I leave you with a portion of his sermon that morning:
The conscience, our own anxiety, and all slaves of the law bid us go the way of obedience to
the very end in order to find peace with God. But the way of obedience has no end. It lies
endlessly before you, bringing continually severer demands and constantly growing
indebtedness. If you seek peace on that road, you will not find peace, but the debt of ten
thousand talents instead. But now Christ is the end of the law; the road ends at his feet, and
here his righteousness is offered to everyone who believes. It is to that place, to Jesus only,
that God has wanted to drive you with all your unrest and anguish of
soul.1
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Baptized into Christ
Preston Hansch was baptized on February 14. Please join us in continuing to pray for him and his family as
they pray with him and teach him about his Savior, Jesus.

Confirmation students have been gathering on Wednesdays both at Trinity as well as from home over Zoom.
This Spring they are studying the Apostles’ Creed and Baptism. We invite you to pray for our students
participating in this Confirmation Ministry. Pray that the Holy Spirit would draw them into God’s word with an
eagerness to learn and grow. Pray that they remain open to the Holy Spirit’s ongoing work in their lives, and
that through faith, they would put their hope in the Lord, seek his face, and keep their eyes firmly fixed on
Jesus.
Sunday School
Our students played the bells beautifully for our Christmas worship service in December. Sunday school
families and neighbors near Trinity enjoyed catching up and laughing together at the sledding party in
February. We have Sunday school bags prepared for students to take home for March/April. The bags include
some Bible activities to do at home this Spring.

January 2021 Council Meeting
The monthly meeting of the Church Council was held on Monday, January 11, 2021.


Tom H. is looking into the repair of the snow blower needs. The ceiling fan repair or
replacement will be a Spring project.



Trustees, are checking into purchasing signage to help visitors navigate the church.



Elders are discussing live-streaming. With our increased internet speed, we now have the
capability for this. Necessary equipment and volunteer(s) to operate it will be required.
□ The council agrees to pursue it. It is common practice and a good way for people
searching for a church to see what we’re all about.
□ It was suggested that the confirmands could run the equipment.
□ There are memorial funds available for the cost of the equipment.



Thanks to the Sunday school bell choir families for their participation in the Christmas Day
worship service.



Pastor Jander and the Elders have discussed the upcoming Lenten season.
□ An Ash Wednesday service with communion will be held. Due to Covid019 restrictions,
we will not have the imposition of ashes.
□ Mid-week Lenten services are planned for 7:00 p.m., but with no meal served due to
Covid-19 restrictions.



Confirmation classes have resumed with a plan to meet primarily in person.



Pastor Jander and the Sunday School teachers are in discussion about continuing Sunday
school service projects, activities and/or classes.



2021 is the LC-MS district convention year. The LC-MS is considering delaying district
conventions until 2022 and moving the national Synod Convention to 2023. Therefore, LC-MS
congregations are asked to vote on such changes. It will be brought to the voters in January,
and the Council recommends a yes vote to postpone the convention.

January 2021 Voters’ Meeting
The quarterly meeting of the Voter's assembly was held on Sunday, January 17, 2021.


We are in need of a recording secretary. Carol H. served Pro Tem.



John D. read the secretary notes from the Annual Voter’s December meeting which included:
□ new church council members
□ endowment update
□ budget meeting update



John D. presented the treasurer’s report detailing the quarterly, annual and mission totals. He
also explained the summary of the endowment funds.



There were questions and discussion regarding the shortfall of the mission contributions and
Trinity’s responsibility to meet the annual commitment.



It was explained to the congregation that the LC-MS is considering delaying District
Conventions until 2022 and moving the Synodical Convention to 2023. Therefore, LC-MS
congregations are being asked to consider the following:
□ Shall the Synod add a year to the 2019-2022 triennium which would allow districts to
hold their conventions in either 2021 or 2022 and moving the upcoming National Synod
Convention from 2022 to 2023? It was approved.



The Lenten services will start in February and will be held at 7:00 p.m. Due to COVID-19, there
will be no meal served.

February 2021 Council Meeting
The monthly meeting of the Church Council was held on Monday, February 8, 2021.





Pastor is looking into the possibility of getting equipment for Live Streaming our church
services.
The new computer for the church should be here by the end of February.
Needed repairs on the building and equipment are being done as they are needed.
Confirmation classes are being held at church.

This Easter we will celebrate together on April 4 at 8:30 a.m. at our Worship Service. Due to
COVID-19 restrictions, we will not be serving an Easter breakfast this year.
A Voters’ meeting is scheduled for Apr 18 immediately following the Worship Service.
For other upcoming worship services, ministry opportunities, and other gatherings, our website
calendar will continue to be updated regularly at trinitycarver.com

