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From the desk of Vicar Jander 

Some observations, questions, and points to ponder this spring/summer: 

Physical-distancing and self-quarantine can drive you crazy. Or, it can drive you into a better relationship with 

God. For the past several months we have had unique opportunities to spend more time with God and more 

time with our families than ever before. What if the very thing meant to isolate us actually drew us closer 

together? 

How do you serve God? How do you serve one another. I have observed and participated in some creative 

service projects around town and it is inspiring to see our community pulling together to lift one another up.  

If you have driven through Carver lately you may have seen the big “Carver Loves Helpers” signs. My 

children and wife were asked to help paint some of the letters on the big sign and then made a lawn 

sign that sat in front of the Trinity church building which encourages essential workers.  

Mary Chalupsky, Mary Sexton, and Barbara Marquis among many others have been furiously 

making masks to donate.  

                       

On the neighborhood app, “Next Door,” neighbors in the community have been adding themselves to 

the Help Map which is a way to tell neighbors you are available to help with running errands, picking 

up medications, groceries, or other essentials for any neighbors in need.  

So many of you have been writing handwritten notes to check-in and encourage one another.  

Our family set up a Zoom meeting with a young adult that visited Trinity shortly before the isolation 

began. She moved here from Missouri and didn’t have the chance to meet anyone, so we played 

Charades with her over Zoom.  

Parents have creatively balanced work while facilitating the education of their children from home. 

This list could go on and on, and I am so inspired every time I hear about another unique way people 

are lifting one another up! 



I encourage you to watch for and take the opportunity, when it presents itself, to invite your neighbors to join 

you for worship whether here or from the comfort of their living room, and please continue contacting me 

about how I can pray for you and support you. 

Stay in the Word by reading Scripture and praying – personally, with your spouse, with your children. If you 

need a suggestion, read the Gospel of John or the Gospel of Mark to get started. 

Our church needs prayer for these times and for our future. I need prayer as a Vicar and new Pastor. I am filled 

with joy to watch the Lord place before me more opportunities to share the gospel, and I am eager to be used by 

him. Yet, these are challenging times, and I need your support to do my best to serve this church and 

community. 

  Vicar Jander  

 

Together again! 

Join us in the sanctuary at the Trinity church building for Sunday morning worship services at 9:00 a.m. 

beginning on July 5, 2020. Our doors will be open once again, and we hope to post recordings of the sermons 

on the Trinity website for those who cannot yet attend. Many procedural details regarding issues like physical-

distancing, masks, and the unique structure of the services are still in development. We will post those details 

on the website before July 5.  

 

Communicating through the Trinity website and Facebook page 

During quarantine and stay-at-home orders, every family and business began prioritizing the most effective 

way to communicate. As our church is now using the Trinity website and Facebook page more frequently for 

worship services, prayer, and connecting, we encourage you to check them regularly.  

This month, you will find a publications page on the website (www.trinitycarver.com) where there is a link to 

this Spring newsletter. It is in a format that can be printed if you would like to do so.  

If you use Facebook, please follow and like our Trinity page and share it with your Facebook friends. The 

Facebook icon link, an “f”, is found on the home page of our website. Or you can put the following URL in your 

search bar:   

https://www.facebook.com/TrinityLutheranChurchCarver 

(There is an older Trinity Facebook page which we can no longer edit. Facebook will not let us deactivate it 

until our newer, current Facebook page has more followers. If you follow the links above, you will be directed 

to the current page.) 

 

Trinity Women Serving Christ  

Trinity Women Serving Christ thanks the Marian Schlegelmilch family for the $500 memorial given to us. We 

appreciate the gift with the knowledge that Marian was a member for many years and loved our group. 

 

March Council News 

The monthly meeting of the Church Council was held on Monday, March 9, 2020. Listed below is a 'recap' of 
public items discussed at this meeting. 

We will not shake hands during this coronavirus time period. 



Easter breakfast plans were made. 

The circuit pastors will meet here at Trinity tomorrow (March 10, 2020). 

Yard signs inviting the community to church for Easter were purchased. 

The By-laws should have pastor’s roles added. 

A committee could suggest memorial fund donations needed. 

Scheryl Goetze and Steven Lenzen would like to apply their memorial donations to pay for the new outdoor 
church sign. 

 
 
April/May Council Meeting News 
 
The Council did not meet in April or May due to Covid-19 and is currently planning a meeting for June.  
 

 
June Council Meeting News  
 
The monthly meeting of the Church Council was held on Monday, June 8, 2020. Listed below is a 'recap' of 
public items discussed at this meeting. 
 
A government coronavirus pandemic PPP loan was procured by John D. to pay salaries. We may have the total 
loan forgiven. John was thanked for getting the loan. 
 
Online giving was explained by Vicar Jander. A monthly report is sent by the company, Vanco. Tithes and 
offerings can be deducted from credit card, debit card, and checking accounts. 
 
The elevator wasn't working. Steve K. worked with the person from the elevator company. Steve was going to 
check the air conditioning that wasn't working. 
 
A motion was made, seconded, and carried to transfer Keith G. and his children to Christ Victorious Lutheran 
Church, Chaska, Minnesota. 
 
The new guidelines for the coronavirus pandemic are 50% capacity attendance for church services. Vicar has 
been recording the services and posting them online. We had communion on June 7.  
 
Trustees have to audit the financial records. 
 
Confirmation will be in fall. 
 
Vicar Jander's ordination will be on July 19 with MNS District President Woodford officiating the ordination. 
 
We will have a Voter's meeting in July. 
 

 

Orphan Grain Train 

Orphan Grain Train provides worldwide aid with food, clothes, shoes, quilts, stuffed toys, school kits, sewing 

supplies, medical equipment and more to impoverished people in countries throughout the world. Their web 

site is www.ogt.org.  



One of their projects is pillowcase dresses. If you have new, or used pillowcases that have no stains, Karen 

Grimm is again making those dresses. If you have 1/4" or 3/8" elastic, trim such as rickrack, lace, and buttons 

to spare that is also used.  

Another project is making diapers for third world countries with used tee shirts. They can be any color but 

black, and may be plain or printed. The neckline and sleeves of the tee shirt are removed, so if they show wear 

that doesn't matter. Leave these items for Karen in the church basement. Any questions? Karen’s phone 

number is 952-466-5649.  

 

Concordia Seminary Call Service  

Vicar Jander has officially been extended the call to serve Trinity as Pastor. It was a unique, virtual service 

through the seminary website and YouTube, one that will never be forgotten! Here are a couple of pictures 

from the day.  

     

 

 

Ordination/Installation Service 

The Ordination and Installation of Vicar Jander will take place on July 19 at 3:00 pm. Unless the Governor’s 

orders change, space will be limited, but we hope everyone can attend and celebrate together. 

 

Online Giving 

We now have the option to give tithes and offerings online. The program we are working with is used by a 

number of churches in the area, and it uses a secure website for the transactions. We have placed a link on our 

website, www.trinitycarver.com in the left side navigation of our site called "Give.” That link will then take you 

to a secure site that has been set up specifically for Trinity, Carver. We encourage you to check it out. 

 

 


