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From the desk of Pastor Jander 

Something you may not know about me is that I am a country music fan. Though I enjoy and listen to 

numerous styles of music from classical to jazz to rock to hip-hop and just about anything in between, living in 

Texas, I grew up on country music. One element of this style that particularly draws me is the way it tells 

stories. Songwriters in this genre have honed their craft so well that entire movies have been made based solely 

on one song. For example, Kenny Rogers’ “The Gambler,” and “The Coward of the County,” and Loretta Lynn’s 

“Coal Miner's Daughter.”  

Though it has not been made into a movie – yet – George Strait’s “I Saw God Today” reflects another reason I 

enjoy country music – the songs often talk about faith in the midst of real life. “I Saw God Today” tells the story 

of a man who, after his wife has just had a baby, sees God in many different things in the course of a walk he 

takes. Here are the lyrics written by Rodney Clawson, Monty Criswell, and Wade Kirby:

Just walked down the street to the coffee shop 

Had to take a break 
I'd been by her side for eighteen hours straight 
 

Saw a flower growin' in the middle of the sidewalk 
Pushin' up through the concrete 
Like it was planted right there for me to see 
 

The flashin' lights, the honkin' horns 
All seemed to fade away 
In the shadow of that hospital at 5:08 
I saw God today 
 

I've been to church, I've read the Book 
I know He's here, but I don't look 
Near as often as I should 
Yea, I know I should 
 

His fingerprints are everywhere 
I just slowed down to stop and stare 
Opened my eyes, and man, I swear 
I saw God today 
 

Saw a couple walking by, they were holding hands 
Man she had that glow 

Yea, I couldn't help but notice she was starting to 
show 
 

Stood there for a minute taking in the sky 
Lost in that sunset 
A splash of amber melted into shades of red 
 

I've been to church, I've read the Book 
I know He's here, but I don't look 
Near as often as I should 
Yea, I know I should 
 

His fingerprints are everywhere 
I just slowed down to stop and stare 
Opened my eyes, and man, I swear 
I saw God today 
 

Got my face pressed up against the nursery glass 
She's sleeping like a rock 
My name on her wrist, wearing tiny pink socks 
 

She's got my nose, she's got her mama's eyes 
My brand new baby girl 
She's a miracle 

I saw God today1 

 

 

Pastor Jander has a new email address. Please note it has changed from his seminary student address to: 

PastorDJander@gmail.com 

 

 
1 Lyrics from http://www.songlyrics.com/George-Strait/i-saw-God-today-

lyrics/ used under rights of “Fair Use.” 
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I encourage you to slow down and see God in the course of your daily life and 
reflect on His love and mercy for you in Christ our Savior.  
 Pastor Jander  



Together again! 

Join us for physical-distanced worship services at 10 a.m. every Sunday. Trinity’s leadership has chosen to 

follow the Carver County executive order that requires people to wear face coverings in public. So please wear a 

mask to church. If you don’t have one, we have one for you. However, as the CDC recommends, if you have a 

medical condition that prevents you from wearing a mask for an extended time, you are welcome to remove 

your mask during the service as long as you are seated at least six feet from others. We do ask that you make 

every effort to wear your mask when moving around in the building. Hand sanitizing stations are set up, the 

order of service is projected up front to avoid high touch items such as bulletins and hymnals, and communion 

is served in individually wrapped containers. 

People with compromised immune systems, at risk for infection or simply not ready to return are encouraged 

to stay home and worship with us by listening to recordings of the sermons which are posted at 

www.trinitycarver.com 

 

Have you ever been asked, “Does the Bible disagree with science?” or “How do you know Jesus lives?” 

These questions and others can stop Christians in their tracks. On Sunday, October 4, Pastor Jander begins a 

sermon series called “Apologetics - Make a Defense!” Come and learn how to respond to questions about what 

and why you believe what you do. 

Sunday School teachers are needed for the upcoming school year. The schedule and format may look 

different because of COVID-19, so we are interested in any help that you can provide, even if it is not a weekly 

commitment. Please contact Elder Hiram Grimm at 952-466-5649 if you are interested in helping out. 

Sunday School and Adult Bible Class will tentatively start October 18. We will keep you updated. 

The 2020 Confirmation Celebration that was postponed in the Spring will take place on October 11 

during our 10 a.m. worship service. We encourage you to lift up in prayer our confirmands, Della Weyandt and 

Odin Trif. Due to COVID-19 orders, we are unable to have a meal afterwards. 

The “Over 80” Recognition Sunday: Due to COVID-19 restrictions and the safety of our members, the 

“Over 80" Recognition Sunday will not be observed this October. We recognize with gratefulness those 

members of our congregation who have reached the age of "80 plus". We are so thankful how our gracious God 

in heaven has blessed these servants with a long life. Most importantly we are reminded how God has named 

and claimed them and all of us as His own through His grace poured out upon us when we were baptized. It is a 

claim that assures us of our table seating at the Wedding Feast to come to which now we receive a foretaste 

each time we celebrate Holy Communion.  

Those members “over 80” are: Ralph Schlegelmilch, Arleen Dauwalter, Joan Schlegelmilch, Delores Lenzen, 

Marilyn Holtz, Elaine Grapentine, Wilmer Krohn, Diedrich Lenzen, Lowell Senechal, Donna Kloos, Jeanette 

Lenzen, Mary Ann Kottke, Joanne Senechal, Beverly Reed, Joyce Ewing, and Julia Holmbeck. 

 



July 2020 Council Meeting News  

The monthly meeting of the Church Council was held on Monday, July 13, 2020. Listed below is a 'recap' of 

items discussed at this meeting. 

Voter's will be asked about the $9,800 government coronavirus pandemic PPP loan and the forgiveness of loan 

repayment. 

The trustees approved the audit. 

The air conditioner was off because the city power was out.  

Temperature adjustments in sanctuary have been noted. 

The ceiling fan needs to be replaced because the motor is burned out.  

Online giving was recently established, and we have already received online donations. 

Cheryl Andrix is resigning as organist after the ordination service. She will play longer if needed. The elders will 

try to get a replacement.  

Vicar plans to have a meeting with interested individuals to discuss aspects of “Liturgical Inculturation” and 

how that affects our worship services.  

The new stained-glass windows were appreciated since they match the other stained-glass windows. 

Vicar David Jander's ordination and installation service will be at 3 p.m. on Sunday, July 19. Minnesota South 

District President, Rev. Dr. Lucas Woodford will conduct the ordination and installation. The Circuit Visitor, 

Rev. Greg Snow will be the liturgist. Carol Hanson will be the photographer. A volunteer is needed to run the 

slides for the service. 

Rev. Stefan Wismar will preach August 2 and 9 while Vicar and family are on vacation. 

The office air conditioner needs sealer or more insulation. 

A handout with announcements was suggested for visitors. 

The final payment for health insurance for Vicar and family will be paid to the seminary. 

The laptop computer used for worship service slides uses Window 7. The secretary office desktop is slow and 

uses Windows 8. Vicar suggested one laptop to replace the office computer and laptop. It was suggested that a 

notice could be placed in the bulletin or newsletter for donations or that memorial funds could possibly be 

used. Tom will work with Vicar to find out the needs. The cost will be under $1,000. An external hard drive on 

which to back up old computer files will be needed. 

Vicar and family will come back August 10 from their vacation. Council meeting will be changed to August 17.  

 

July Voter's Meeting News  
The quarterly meeting of the Voter's assembly of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of Carver was held on 
Sunday, July 19, 2020. Listed below is a 'recap' of items discussed at this meeting.  

$9,800 was received from the government payroll protection program to keep people employed. Economic 
uncertainty was the reason for applying for the loan.  Everyone on the payroll continued to receive their 
salaries. A motion was made, seconded, and carried to apply for the loan to be forgiven.  

Some members signed up for automatic, online donations.  

Cheryl Andrix resigned as organist, but will help through August.  

Toni Dauwalter signed up to be on the committee to look into a new church sign.  

The ordination and installation service for Vicar David Jander will be July 19 at 3:00 p.m.  

 



The nominating committee is Lowell Senechal, Dick Lenzen, and Wayne Lindquist.  

Thank you to the Jander family service project for painting the nursery and revamping it using Thrivent 
money. 

 
August Council Meeting News 
The monthly meeting of the Church Council was held on Monday, August 17, 2020. Listed below is a 'recap' of 
items discussed at this meeting.  

Mary Schwartz may become our organist. Dr. Willey will be a substitute organist the first Sunday in September. 
Cheryl Andrix will be given a gift of thanks on her retirement for serving as our organist.  

The office computer and the old laptop are slow. It was suggested that the finance team, the secretary, and 
Pastor plan their needs. Tom Hansch and Pastor will look into a new computer or laptop.  

Internet service is slow with Century Link. Tom Hansch will check into Google Nest for faster speed.  

Kathy Schultz gave us photos of other church signs. The committee has not yet met.  

We will order more individual communion cups to last through December.  

A motion was made, seconded, and carried to include our church in the Welcome Neighbor brochures.  

Pastor suggested photos of church leaders for the website. Our secretary, Coreen, will send emails to leaders.  

Thank you to Tom Hansch for washing condenser coils.  

The second Sunday in September worship services will begin at 10:00 a.m. with no Sunday School or Bible 
class.  

Confirmation was suggested for the third Sunday in September.  

Pastor will contact parents of Sunday School children. Sunday School and Bible class will be postponed to 
October because of the coronavirus pandemic.  

 

September Council Meeting News 

The monthly meeting of the Church Council was held on Monday, September 14, 2020. Listed below is a 'recap' 

of items discussed at this meeting. 

The computer purchase is an ongoing project. Tom Hansch will work with Pastor on the best system for 

improving computer and internet speed.  

The “Over 80" Recognition Sunday celebration will be cancelled this year because of the pandemic. A card will 

be sent to the over 80 members by the church secretary.  

Photos received for church officers have been put online.  

Confirmation Celebration will be October 11 during the 10 a.m. Sunday morning worship service. Faith 

statements or some other method of acknowledging and declaring their faith will be used by the confirmands. 

A power point schedule is set by Coreen Jander. Thank you to Barb Schug and Carol Hanson for volunteering. 

Sunday School needs a superintendent and teachers. 

Pastor recommended that since St. Nicholas Catholic Church is closing, Trinity will be open to receive and 

welcome any of their members and that we, as fellow believers in Christ, will keep them in our prayers. 

 

Looking ahead to October: 

 Confirmation Celebration – October 11 during the 10 a.m. worship service  

 Voter’s Meeting – October 18 following the 10 a.m. worship service 



Looking ahead to November: 

 All Saints’ Day worship service – November 1 at 10 a.m. 

 Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service  - November 25 at 7 p.m.  

  

Website Calendar 

Due to COVID-19 and the frequent changes that have been necessary, the calendar on the website will continue 

to be updated regularly.  

 

Ordination Service  

On July 19 Vicar Jander was officially ordained and installed to serve Trinity as Pastor. It was a unique, 

physical-distanced service with much support from local pastors and congregation members. Here are a couple 

of pictures from the day.  

 

How can I Give? 

 Online:  www.trinitycarver.com  

We now have the option to give tithes and offerings online. The program we are working with is used by a 

number of churches in the area, and it uses a secure website for the transactions. We have placed a link on our 

website, www.trinitycarver.com in the left side navigation of our site called "Give.” That link will then take you 

to a secure site that has been set up specifically for Trinity, Carver. We encourage you to check it out.  

 Envelope: cash | check 

Rather than passing the offering plate during worship services, we have one in the narthex where you can put 

your cash or check offering. 

 


