NEVADA

BAPTIST CONVENTION

We, the undersigned Christian Ministers, publicly condemn, not only the unjustified killing of
George Floyd by the arresting officers in Minneapolis, Minnesota, but also all the lost lives of people
of color due to racism.

We want all people of color to know, and at this time in our nation, specifically the African American
community, that we see you, we stand with you, and we value your lives, just as our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ does.

We believe God loves and values all people, as evidenced by the sacrifice of His Son Jesus on the
cross, not for a select group of people but for all people. As it is written in the Scriptures, “For God
so loved the World, that He gave His one and Only Son, and that whoever believes in Him shall not
perish, but have everlasting life.”

We believe that God is not a respecter of persons (Acts 10:34). We agree with the U.S. Declaration
of Independence of 1776 “...that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights.” We agree with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. that we ought to
equitably “judge one another not by the color of our skin, but by the content of our character.”

For these reasons, we condemn racial discrimination in any form and prayerfully support the
peaceful and lawful protests demanding justice for George Floyd and the equitable treatment of all
people by law enforcement departments. We condemn the violent and unlawful actions of
opportunists who seek to use the lawful protests protected by the First Amendment Right to Free
Speech to perpetrate crimes.

We understand that the unlawful and hateful actions of a few law enforcement officers do not
represent the vast majority of officers of all color who protect our communities with justice and
fairness every day. To those officers we stand with you in this most difficult time.

We, the ministers of the Nevada Baptist Convention, believe the solution to racism and all other sins
of our nation, both individually and as a nation, is found in the personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. Jesus has the power to help us to repent of these sins and turn to Him in faith, which will
change our hearts and our nation to live with each other in love, compassion, and justice for all
people.

Therefore, we, the undersigned Christian Ministers, want all the people of all colors in the State of
Nevada and around the world to know you are loved, wanted, valued, and welcomed in our
Churches.

Finally, we want to express our deep pain and sorrow and join you in this time of grief. May God
heal our nation, in Jesus’ name.
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