
Daniel 9 

1. Daniel 9 has two parts. Verses 1-19 center around a prayer; verses 20-27 center around 
a message. Who speaks to whom in verses 1-19? ________________________________ 
In verses 20-27?_____________________________ 

2. God promised to release his people after seventy years of captivity. Then why did Daniel 
need to pray? (Jeremiah 29:10-14 may help.) ___________________________________ 

3. In verses 4-19, which aspects of God’s character did Daniel appeal to as the basis of his 
requests? _______________________________________________________________ 

4. Daniel also appealed to God on the basis of specific actions of grace and judgment God 
had performed for Israel. Which acts did he refer to, and why do you think he chose 
these? __________________________________________________________________ 

5. What failures of the nation are cause for God’s judgment? _______________________  

6. What specific insights about your own prayer life can you glean from Daniel’s prayer? 
________________________________________________________________________ 

7. In verse 24 Gabriel lists six things that will be accomplished for Israel and Jerusalem 
within seventy “sevens” (often interpreted as 490 years; see Leviticus 25:8-24). Which of 
these were accomplished when the people returned to Jerusalem from Babylon (after 
the first 49 years)? ________________________________________________________ 

8. Which were accomplished at the coming of the Anointed One (after 434 additional 
years)? _________________________________________________________________ 
Are there any of the six that are not yet fully accomplished? _______________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

9. The 490-year clock begins with a “decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem” (v. 25). This 
probably refers to a decree issued by the Persian King in 458 B.C. giving Ezra permission 
to reestablish Jerusalem as an officially recognized city (Ezra 7:3-26). Gabriel said that 
once the decree was issued, seven “sevens” and sixty-two “sevens” (483 years) would 
pass until the Anointed One would come and be “cut off” (vv. 25-26). This date 
corresponds with Jesus’ thirtieth year (A.D. 26) when Jesus began his public ministry. 
What does this “date setting” tell you about how God’s promises about the future will 
be fulfilled? ______________________________________________________________ 

10.  Verse 26 says that “the people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the 
sanctuary.” The Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the temple in A.D. 70. How would you 
describe the course of events during the final period of seven years (vv. 26-27)? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 



11. Some Christians think the final “seven” was fulfilled in the time of Jerusalem’s 
destruction by the Romans. Other Christians think the final seven years is still future and 
that this evil ruler will make his appearance on the world scene at that time. How do 
you react to the possibility of a wicked world ruler arising in our generation? 
________________________________________________________________________ 

12. What does this chapter offer you (if anything) in the face of such a possibility? 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

True/False 

1. Daniel was inspired to pray by something that he read in the Appleton Post-

Crescent.  

2. Daniel started his prayer by confessing his sins and the sins of the nation of Israel.  

3. Daniel was mad at God because God punished the wrong people; he confused the 

Israelites with the Fly-A-Kites.  

4. The name of the angel who gave Daniel a post prayer message was Manuel.  

5. The prophecy Gabriel shared culminates in Christ’s coming to Jerusalem and 

dying for our sins, and the last seven years of the prophecy refer to the future 

tribulation. 

6. This chapter reassures us that judgment will fall on the end time enemies of God.  
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