
2 Samuel - 3 

  

1. How long did the war continue between the house of David and the house of 

Saul? ____________________________ David grew stronger militarily, but in 

what other ways did he grow? vs.1-5 ___________________________________  

2. See vs.6-11.  Why do you think Abner was strengthening his own position in the 

house of Saul? ______________________________________________________ 

What does he get accused of by the king? ________________________________ 

What things does Abner say that reveal just how angry he is by this accusation?  

___________________________________________________________________

What does Abner promise to do for David in retaliation for Ish-Bosheth accusing 

him? ______________________________________________________________ 

Why did the king not answer Abner? ____________________________________ 

3. In verses 12-16, what does David want Abner to do for him? _________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

4. What stunning thing do we learn about who Israel really wanted to have as their 

king all along? v.17 ___________________________________________________ 

What is Abner’s plan for getting David to become king over all Israel? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

How does he know that this is from God? See vs.17-19 ______________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

5. In vs.22-25, how does Joab feel about David sending Abner away in peace? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Do you think he truly distrusts Abner, or is he jealous that Abner might end up 

being the commander of the army instead of him? Or both? _________________ 

__________________________________________________________________  

6. What terrible deed does Joab do in vs.26-27? _____________________________ 

Was he justified or was this murder? See v.30 _____________________________ 

7. How does David react to the news of Abner’s death? _______________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

What words of exoneration does he say for himself and what does he say about 

Joab and his descendants? vs.28-30 _____________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 



8. In vs.31-32, what does David order everyone to do? ________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________  

9. What lament does David sing in vs.33-34? ________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________  

10. What are the political implications of David mourning in this way, what does it 

reveal about him to the people? vs.35-37 _________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________  

11. In vs.38-39, David not only eulogizes Abner, what reason does he give for not 

putting Joab to death for what he did? ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

True/False 

1. Abner was angry at the king of Israel because the king accused him of eating 

all the Carmelo bars, it was a ludicrous accusation because Abner doesn’t 

even like chocolate.  

2. David told Abner “Do not come into my presence unless you bring back my 

signed copy of Abbey Road by the Beatles.” 

3. Joab was angry that David had sent Abner away in peace, so he caught up 

with him and put a banana in his tail pipe.  

4. Abner was furious because not only does he not like chocolate, he does not 

like bananas either.  

5. David announced to the nation “I am forever innocent of putting a Banana 

in the tailpipe, I would’ve used a pickle.” 

6. David mourned the death of Abner and the whole nation could see that he 

had no part in his death. 

7. David spoke a curse on Joab, but Joab never heard it because the battery in 

his hearing aid had just died. 
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