
1 Samuel - 8 
 

1. When Samuel got older, who did he appoint to try to help lead the Israelites?  

______________________________ And why did this end up not working out? 

__________________________________________________________________

What does Exodus 23:8 and Leviticus 19:15 say about what Samuel’s assistants 

were doing? ________________________________ How does this compare with 

Eli’s sons in 1 Samuel 2:12-19? _________________________________________ 

2. In verses 4-6, what were the reasons the elders gave for wanting a king to lead 

them? _____________________________________________________________ 

What were the problems with this request that disturbed Samuel? see verse 7. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

3. In wanting a king to lead them, how would this have been considered a rejection 

of God? ____________________________________________________________ 

4. In the third longest speech that Samuel gives, he describes what it would be like 

to have a king rule over them like the other nations have (v.10-18). What are 

some of the things that Samuel warns about? _____________________________ 

_________________________________ What will the king do that will cause the 

people to cry out for relief? ____________________________________________ 

5. In verses 19–20 how do the people react when Samuel warns them about the 

king? ______________________________________________________________ 

6. Does God give the people the king they ask for? __________ Why is it not always 

a good thing when God gives you what you ask for? See Numbers 11 and Romans 

1:24–29 ____________________________________________________________ 

7. How can we make sure that what we want is also what the Lord wants for us? See 

Psalm 37:4 _________________________________________________________ 

8. The people wanted a king such as the nations have. Reading ahead, how is Saul 

more like a pagan king that even the people could’ve realized? _______________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

9. How could Saul live 5 miles away from Samuel and not know that he is a prophet 

of the Lord leading his people? _________________________________________ 

10. What do you make of the people wondering in 1 Samuel 10:6 if Saul is among the 

prophets? __________________________________________________________ 

What does this tell us about his interest in spiritual things leading up to this 

moment? __________________________________________________________ 



11. How was the appointment of Saul a punishment of God for Israel? ____________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

True/False 

1. God was really happy that Israel wanted a king like the other nations had.  

2. The people wanted Samuel to be king, but he was away on business. 

3. The people wanted a pagan style king because they had rejected God As 

their true king. 

4. Samuel warned the people about what the king would be like, but they 

didn’t listen and asked for a king anyway. 

5. Samuel ordered everybody to register as a Republican so they could vote in 

the new king election. 

T/F 

T/F 

T/F 

 

T/F 

 

T/F  

 


