
1 Samuel - 4 

 

1. How does chapter 4:1 strongly contrast with chapter 3:1?  ___________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

2. In verse 2-4, how did the first day of battle go for Israel against the Philistines? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

3. Instead of praying and waiting to find out why Israel lost to the Philistines, what 

did they decide to do in verse 3? ________________________________________  

4. According to 1 Samuel 2:26-36 and 1 Samuel 3:12-18, why was God punishing 

Israel? _____________________________________________________________ 

5. The people were correct that the Ark of the Covenant represents God’s presence, 

but they were wrong to assume that having it guaranteed victory. What does 

Psalm 139: 23–24 say we should do when we pray? ________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

6. Which 2 wicked people were with the Ark of God in verse 4? _________________ 

& __________________ Based on what we know about them, are these the 

dudes you would want leading the ark of covenant into battle? _______________ 

7. Philistine understanding of Israel history was imperfect and muddled, but they 

seem to have more of a fear of the Hebrew God than the Hebrew leaders 

Phinehas and Hophni. What do we need to remember to have a holy respect and 

fear for God? _______________________________________________________ 

8. Why do you think Israel did lose the battle to the Philistines? they had 30,000 

casualties the second day. _____________________________________________ 

9. The Benjamite messenger brought bad news to Eli the priest. How was he 

dressed, and how was his appearance indicative of the news he was bringing? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

10. When Eli heard the news that the Ark of the Covenant was captured, what 

happened to him? ___________________________________________________ 

11. Eli the priest not only fell off his chair and he also died, it symbolizes how the Eli 

dynasty was literally knocked off their throne. Do you think it’s important that 

ministers are faithful to the covenant they minister and why? ________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

12. The text says that Eli was old and heavy. The word “heavy” can also be 

burdensome, his dynasty was a burden on the nation because of their immorality 



and selfishness. How important is it to have godly leaders in the church? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

13. The dying daughter-in-law of Eli named her baby Ichabod which means the glory 

has departed. The same thing will not happen again until Ezekiel 10. How can our 

honor God in our present so that he does not depart from us? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

True/False 

1. Samuel and Eli the priest got in trouble because they went to the 

McDonald’s inside Philistine lines. 

2. God punished the nation in part because of its corrupt priesthood. 

3.  The nation of Israel lost 30,000 casualties on the second day of battle. 

4. God punished Eli for eating too many butter-burgers. 

5.  The glory departed from Israel and headed for Potter.  

T/F 

 

T/F 

T/F 

T/F 

T/F  

 


