
June 2021 
 
Hello, 
  
 I’m writing this on Memorial Day weekend with great thanks 
for the men and women who fought and fight to maintain my 
freedom to do this.  I strive not to forget the Christians who are 
persecuted for their faith.  We can be grateful to freely share 
our faith, hope, and the security that comes with these things.  
Although we all go through tests and trials of many kinds, we 
won’t be shaken.  We can stand firm in the storms of life with 
Christ by our side.   

 The trials we face today come in many forms.  I don’t think 
that we hear much about leprosy anymore.  This horrific 
disease is marked by light colored or red skin patches with 
reduced sensation, numbness and weakness in hands and feet.  
Skin can blister, lose color, have rashes and ulcers.  Persons 
affected experience painful joints and nerve injury. Untreated, it 
can lead to death.   In Biblical times lepers were shunned. 
Don’t you think that this would be bad enough yet having to get 
out of town?  These people not only had to live outside but had 
to cry, “unclean.”  Can you imagine?  That must have been 
lonely and miserable.  In Mark 1:40-45, we learn “How to 
Come Clean Before God.”  In this passage, Jesus heals a 
man with leprosy.  I like how this man comes boldly, yet 
humbly right up to Jesus.  The man doesn’t care what the 
people think or what he’s not supposed to do.  He goes right up 
to Jesus.  He falls on his knees in humility.  He asks, “if You 
are willing, You can make me clean.”  Jesus heals him.  With 
every physical healing there is a spiritual healing associated.  
Jesus has said that it is faith that healed a person.  In Romans 
10:17 we are told that faith comes by hearing the word.   



 How do you hear the word?  Are you reading about it right 

now? 😊 Do you attend a church service?  Perhaps you watch 

Christian television.  Maybe you attend a Bible study.  Many 
have a daily devotional.  Hearing God is important.  We need 
to know “How to Have Quality Quiet Time with God.”  Jesus 
is our example in Mark 1:35-39.  Spending time with God every 
day is important to renew our strength.  A daily dose of 
devotion will help you through each day.   Just like a physical 
stretch before a busy day can help the body; a daily spiritual 
stretch will help the soul.  It’s important to spend alone time 
with God.  Relationships need alone time.  Jesus was busy, 
yet He took time to pray and He prayed often in a quiet place.  
Spending time in prayer helps us to know where we should go, 
what we should say, what we should do, or where we need to 
be.    When we come humbly to Jesus for physical and 
spiritual help, our relationship grows.  The more quality time we 
have, the more we realize.  Trials can drive people to seek 
quiet quality time with God.  Have you ever gone through a 
struggle to find the outcome was a closer relationship with God?  
When you attain that closer walk, it doesn’t matter what 
situation you are dealing with.  What matters is who is helping 
you through each day.   

 When we realize what a personal relationship with God can 
do, our hearts should desire to serve.  It is through faith in 
Christ that we are saved.  Works and good deeds don’t bring 
about salvation.  Yet we should show gratitude and 
appreciation for salvation.  “Grateful Service is a Good 
Response.”  In Mark 1:29-34 Jesus heals many.  Here we see 
that Simon’s mother-in-law is in bed with a fever.  In Greek 
fever often was used to describe Malaria.  The disciples 
immediately went to Jesus.  He then went to her and healed 
her.  It’s important to see her response.  She then immediately 
began to wait on them.  This woman didn’t waste any time to 



show her thankfulness or gratitude.  She is a good example of 
how we should respond to all that Christ has done for us.  Of 
course, God doesn’t always heal everyone right away.  
Sometimes we go through things we wish God would heal, but 
the trial remains.  God allows things for our benefit.  Trials and 
storms refine us and bring us closer in our relationship.  So 
how do you stay steady in your faith when troubles arise? 

  Get your armor, my friends!  Yes, God showed us in His 
word how to equip ourselves in this world.  Ephesians 6:10-20 
shows us how we can be “Standing Firm in Our Faith.”  The 
Bible reads: “Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take 
your stand against the devil’s schemes.  For our struggle is not 
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  Therefore, 
put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, 
you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done 
everything, to stand.  Stand firm with the belt of truth buckled 
around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in 
place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes 
from the gospel of peace.  In addition to all of this, take up the 
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one.  Take the helmet of salvation and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”   

 Brenda Van Daalwyk shares seven ways to stand firm in 
her sermon.  First, we can expect troubles.  We have an 
enemy, Satan.  He’s waiting to attack.  Next, strive for trust.  
We won’t always understand, yet we know that we can trust 
God.  Have that quality time.  Read the word and pray.  
Remember your armor!  Fight the good fight.  Don’t be 
passive.  Be active and grateful in service.  Ask God His will 
for your life.  We are His children and we always will be.   



 Ask Luke Hutterer.  Book knowledge is one thing, but that 
personal relationship with God is necessary.  As we already 
discussed, having quality time with God is important.  I suggest 
that you read Romans 8:31-39.  In Luke’s sermon, “Eternal 
Security”, We are reminded that nothing can snatch us from 
God’s hands.  In John 10:28-29 Jesus says, “I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them 
out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s 
hand.”  We are justified by God’s grace through faith.  While it 
is good to be thankful and show gratitude, our salvation isn’t 
based upon that.  God did it all for us.  Paul reminds us in 
Romans that if God is for us, who can be against us?  No one 
can bring any charge against those whom God has chosen.  
Christ died for us and nothing can separate us from that love.  
No trial nor trouble, nothing can separate us.  In fact, we are 
called “more than conquerors.”  Don’t listen to the Devil’s lies.  
Stand firm in your faith.  Put on your armor.  Have quality time 
with God.  Develop your personal relationship with Him 
because He loves you and He’s not letting you go.  Isaiah 
41:10 “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for 
I am your God.  I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 
you with my righteous right hand.”   

 God loves you.  He sent Jesus to suffer, die, and provide a 
way for you.  I pray that you’ve already chosen Jesus to be 
your personal Lord and Savior.  If you are struggling, pray.  If 
you are content, pray.  1Thessalonians 5:17 tells us to “pray 
without ceasing.”  Let’s go to the throne and get daily strength 
to stand firm and serve while we remain confident of our 
salvation!   

God Bless, 

  


