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Hello, 

 When I think of the Passover, Good Friday, and Easter 
morning; I think of three words.  God has really shown His 
mercy, grace, and love toward us through one man - Jesus 
Christ.  Mercy is all about compassion or forgiveness towards 
someone whom it is within one’s power to punish or harm.  
God could’ve certainly chosen to punish, but He extended grace 
to us.  God shows us His kindness and grace through Christ, 
even though we are undeserving.  That is because of His great 
love for us.  Because God loves us, He desires our salvation to 
His kingdom.  This is accomplished through the crucifixion and 
resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   

 John the Baptist “Prepared the Way for the Lord.”  In the 
Jordan river we find John baptizing people.  He preaches about 
repentance and the forgiveness of sins in Mark 1:2-8.  John 
tells us how he is baptizing with water, but there is One to come 
who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.  The Bible tells us that 
Jesus, the Word, was always with God.  John 1:1 ‘In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.’  As Mark wrote this gospel to the church at 
Rome, we see how the God of the Old Testament is the same 
great God of the New Testament.  Jesus is greater than we 
realize.  In fact, the Bible tells us in John 14:9 that when we 
meet Jesus, we meet Good in the flesh.  In Mark 1:3 God calls 
out to John in the wilderness.  This is interesting since God had 
met many people in the wilderness or the desert.  From the 
Israelites to Moses and Elijah we have many examples of God 
meeting us.  When we go through the desert, we are not alone.  
That is where God will meet you and uphold you with His 
righteous right hand.  John prepares us to meet Jesus in this 
passage by calling us to repentance and becoming baptized.  



Although John’s ministry sparked a revival, he felt unworthy to 
even stoop down and untie the Lord’s sandals.  John shows us 
that Christ is the Lord and we are servants.  So how can we 
prepare ourselves for the Lord?  First, we must acknowledge 
our sins.  Proverbs 28:13 says, “whoever conceals their sins 
does not prosper, but the one who confesses and renounces 
them finds mercy.”  Then, we must confess that Jesus is the 
risen Lord.  Romans 10:9 says, “if you declare with your mouth, 
‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved.”  Finally, you must personally 
receive Jesus.  John 1:12 says, “yet to all who did receive Him, 
to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become 
children of God.”  As God’s children and believers in the risen 
Lord, we can declare our faith through baptism and 
confirmation.  But what about Jesus’ baptism? 

 In Mark 1:9-11 we read about the baptism of Jesus.  
“What does the Baptism of Jesus Christ Mean for Us 
Today?”  Did you know that God spoke out loud for the first 
time in over 400 years at Christ’s baptism? Let’s look at the 
definition of baptism.  What does it mean to be baptized?  
Baptism comes from a Greek noun meaning a Christian rite of 
admission and adoption, through the use of water into 
Christianity.  It is a declaration of faith and a symbol of our 
commitment to God that should be preceded by repentance.  
Although feeling unworthy yet fulfilling prophecy, John baptizes 
Jesus.  The heaven torn open and the Spirit descended on 
Jesus like a dove.  Upon coming up out of the water God 
speaks saying, “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am 
well pleased.”  When Jesus was baptized it was a public 
endorsement of Jesus by God.  For us, it is the highest 
endorsement that we should desire.  Paul urges us in 2 
Corinthians 6:2 that now is the day of salvation.  With salvation 
comes victory.   



 How well do you know your Bible?  Are there many verses 
that you can quote?  Reciting scripture is what Jesus did to 
attain “Victory Over the Devil.”  Mark 1:12-13 says, “At once 
the Spirit sent Him out into the wilderness, and He was in the 
wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan.  He was with 
the wild animals, and the angels attended Him.”  Throughout 
the Bible we see that forty days is a time of testing.  Jesus is 
the One who overcomes the devil.  Waiting until Christ was at 
his weakest point, is when Satan struck.  Knowing Jesus fasted 
for forty days and nights the devil tempted Him by saying, “If 
you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”  
Jesus answered, “It is written: Man shall not live on bread 
alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”  
He quoted Deuteronomy 8:3. Then the devil took Jesus to the 
highest point of the temple.  He said, “if you are the Son of 
God, throw yourself down.  For it is written that He will 
command His angels concerning you, and they will lift you.”  
Jesus replied, “it is also written: do not put the Lord your God to 
the test.”  Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain 
and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world.  “All this I will 
give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”  
Jesus said, “away from me, Satan.  For it is written: worship 
the Lord your God, and serve Him only.”  Three times we see 
the deception and temptation the devil brings about.  Three 
times we see Christ overcome through scripture and the use of 
God’s word.  What does that mean for you and I?  We can do 
the same.  Relying on the Holy Spirit to bring a scripture to 
mind can help us to overcome a tempting moment.  That is 
another reason why it is so important to know the word of God.  
When we feel overpowered by the devil, we can run to God.  
Paul reminds us in 2 Timothy 2:22 to flee from evil desires and 
pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace along with those 
who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.   



 Fleeing from the devil and “Confirming Our Love for 
God” will lead us to salvation.  But what laws do we need to 
follow?  In Mathew 22:34-40 Jesus was asked, “Teacher, 
which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  Jesus 
replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.  This is the first and greatest 
commandment.  And the second is like it: Love your neighbor 
as yourself.  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.”  How do we do these things?  Loving God 
with heart, soul, mind, and strength means loving Him with 
every fiber of our being as well as every bit of effort we can 
give.  We should have a fervent passion to stand strong in 
God’s word while making good decisions and studying.  We 
can show love to our neighbor by helping them, praying for, 
encouraging, or serving them.  We confirm our commitment to 
Christ not only through a public declaration, but our actions as 
well.    Only one man conquered sin and the grave.  And 
there is only one name that leads to salvation.  That man is 
what Easter is all about.  That man is Jesus. 

 Today is the day.  Now is the time.  The Bible tells us to 
seek God while He can still be found.  I pray that you will 
understand all that Christ has done for you.  May you desire to 
confirm your faith today.  God’s blessing for a glorious 
Resurrection Day. 

 

Links for sermons may be found at:  peaceinpotter.org 


