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Dear JPC family and friends, 
    There is a very ancient saying you have probably heard:  In the essentials, let us have unity.  In 

non-essentials, let us have liberty.  And in all things, let us have charity [that is, love for each other].   This 
wise guidance is attributed to Saint Augustine, a famous theologian and bishop who lived in North Africa 
around the year 400.    

During the first centuries of the Church’s existence, Christians were looked on with suspicion, and 
often persecuted.  Then in 313 AD, the Roman emperor Constantine signed a declaration protecting Chris-
tians.  He also encouraged Roman citizens to become followers of Christ.  So in Saint Augustine’s day, the 
church began to experience a time of rapid expansion.  The emperor had hoped the Christian faith would 
help unify the many different nations and ethnic groups that made up the Roman Empire.  After all, hadn’t 
Jesus commanded his followers to love one another?  But Constantine soon discovered things weren’t go-
ing according to his plan. 

A big problem was that many of the new converts weren’t really converts at all –  at least, not to 
biblical Christianity.  Most Roman citizens, like the Greeks before them, believed in and worshiped many 
different ‘gods.’   When it became known that the emperor favored Christianity, politically-motivated peo-
ple were quick to include Jesus as one of the deities they worshiped.  They added a few Christian practices 
to their existing beliefs and behaviors, but there was no real transformation.  No heart change. 

Yet there were others – many others! – who authentically accepted Jesus as the only-begotten Son 
of the Only God of the universe; the only Savior who can redeem us from our sins.  These were cleansed 
and renewed and transformed from the inside out, and they joyfully set about worshiping and serving the 
Lord.   But because these new believers came from different cultural backgrounds, some of their worship 
practices differed.   So did some of their views about how best to please God.   The differences led to disa-
greements, and in some cases those disagreements led to discord, hurt feelings, and even outright argu-
ments.    

Sound familiar?  Of course!   Most of the New Testament epistles (letters) were written, at least in 
part, to address disagreements in the church.   As misunderstandings and conflicts arose, the apostles Peter 
and Paul, James and John (and later other church leaders like Saint Augustine)  prayed and studied the 
Scriptures and thought and prayed some more.  Then they wrote letters to the gatherings of believers in 
different cities.  It was their desire and intention to clarify what things are essential for all Christians to be-
lieve and practice, what things are to be avoided and what things fall into the category of individual prefer-
ence.  These are questions the church has considered again and again throughout the two thousand years of 
its existence. 



In the earliest years of Christianity, the key questions had to do with whether Jesus was, truly, both fully 
human and fully divine, and whether his death on the cross atoned for all human sin.  There was also considera-
ble discussion of which Christian writings should be considered “holy Scripture” – that is, which should be in-
cluded in the Bible – and which, though helpful, were not Scripture. 

During the time of Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation, the key questions had to do with the 
nature of grace and salvation;  who was authorized to preach and teach; whether ordinary citizens should be 
permitted to read the Bible in their own language and whether decisions made by the Pope should be given the 
same weight and authority as the Bible.   

We should not be surprised, then, to find that in recent years – at least in North America and Europe -- 
the key questions have revolved around the authenticity of Scripture; whether Jesus Christ is truly Lord of all 
things or just a “little lord” among many deities;  whether evolving cultural norms should take priority over the 
plain teaching of the Bible.  Many of you know that our own denomination, ECO (A Covenant Order of Evan-
gelical Christians), arose out of a conviction that it was necessary to hold fast to biblical truths that were being 
ignored or abandoned by our previous denomination.   

Through the centuries, Christians have not always agreed on the “essentials” of faith and practice.  But 
among the handful of things all Christian denominations DO agree is essential, is the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper.  In the Lord’s Supper, we not only remember Christ’s atoning sacrifice on our behalf, but we also look 
forward to the day when Jesus returns to put an end to all that is evil in the world, and God’s people will “come 
from east and west, from north and south, and sit together at the banqueting table in the kingdom of 
God.” (Luke 13:29)    

The first Sunday in October each year has been designated World Communion Sunday, when Christians 
around the globe celebrate our one-ness in Christ.   I have had mixed emotions, writing this article, because I 
am painfully aware that many who read this article are not currently able to attend “in person” worship services 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic or other factors.   Online worship services are helpful but cannot fully fill the 
gap.    

But dear ones, do not be discouraged:  this season will not last forever.   We can look forward to the day 
when we no longer have to wear masks;  when we are not afraid to exchange handshakes and even hugs;  when 
we can (if we wish) sit next to total strangers at plays and concerts and sporting events.  That day will come.   
In the meantime, let us each continue to do what is prudent.   And no matter the year, not matter the season, we 
can be assured of this truth:  whether we are gathered face to face, or gathered in spirit only, by the grace of 
God all who proclaim Jesus as Savior are truly united as one in the Lord.   And the unity we share as believers 
is a sign of hope to the world.     

 

Yours in Christ,        
 

Pastor Sue 



Community and Church 
Calendar 

Pastor  Rev. Sue Nageotte 
 

Clerk of Session Janeen Mihoci 
 

2020  Session Committees & 
Chairpersons 

  
Mission  Tom Walker, Chair 
   Kris Murphy  
   Betty Love 
 

Properties/Building & Grounds 
   Ron McClimans, Chair 
 

Personnel  Mike Henegan, Chair 
   Alice Walker 
 

Nurture/Worship Janeen Mihoci, Chair 
   Gladys Melton 
   Jennifer Arnett 
   Alice Walker 
    

Membership Dave Volosin, Chair 
 

Finance  Bud Owen, Chair 
   Alyson Fisher 
Deacons 
Moderator  Susan Anderson  
Secretary   Carol Henegan 
   Suzanne College  
   John Mihoci 
   Linda Kappelt 
Assistant Deacon Evan Gault 
 

Staff 
Secretary    Linda Pinney 
Custodian  Mike Costa 
Building Supt. Bill Love 

October 4   Sunday School—9:45 a.m. 
    Worship/communion – 11:00 a.m. 
    Noisy Offering 
October 11   Sunday School—9:45 a.m. 
    Worship – 11:00 a.m. (Dave Valentine) 

October 14    Deacons—11:30 a.m. 
    Nurture Committee—3:30 p.m. 
October 18   Sunday School—9:45 a.m.  
    Worship – 11:00 a.m. 
October 21    Properties - 5:30 p.m. 
October 24   Community Dinner  4:30-6:00 p.m. 
    Chili supper (proceeds to Deacons Fund) 

October 25     Sunday School—9:45 a.m. 
    Worship – 11:00 a.m. 
October 28     Session — 6:30 p.m. 
 

   Meeting Weekly:  
 Tuesday TOPS 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday Cub Scouts - 6:30 p.m. 
 Thursday AA - 7:00 p.m. 

Pastor Sue does not currently have a set 
schedule for office hours.  If you would 
like to arrange a time to meet with her, 
or if you have an urgent pastoral need, 
she can be reached by cell phone at  
  814-758-5525. 

Victims of western wildfires  
Victims of gulf coast hurri-
canes 
Victims of Midwest derecho  
Family of Preston Taraczkozy 
Our country, its leaders and 
our upcoming election 
Our shut-ins 
Schools - students, teachers, 
and staff 
The Paul Reinhardt family 
Bill and Pat McElhaney 
The Linnie Fenton family 
(Frank’s mom) 
Carolyn Linhart 
Cherie and Rick Hodgson  
Amy Good 
Chuck Lederer 
Wayne Gehr 
Fran Rosta & Carol Young 
Dave and Gladys Melton 
James Crawford 

Pastor Sue’s extended family 
Stan & Rhonda Mariacher  
Dave and Linda Volosin 
Andy Reese and family  
Healthcare workers & people 
working toward a COVID-19 
vaccine  
Linda Pinney  
Sally Shannon  
Kris Murphy's granddaughter 
Ella  
Cindy Loveridge's grandson  
Barb Owen 
Jane Bissel 
School security guard Officer 
Watson’s family 
 
Across the globe- Victims of 
the Beirut chemical explosion, 
Sudan flooding, Asian mon-
soon flooding, and the Roh-
ingya refugee crisis  

Prayers 



Jamestown ECO Presbyterian Church 

Highlights for Session Meeting, September 30, 2020 

At their last meeting on September 16, the Deacons matched funds for the Andy Reese noisy offering, provided funding 

for Mary Ellen Stambach’s ramp (Robin Ward’s mom) and sent flowers for Rhonda & Stan Mariacher’s 50th wedding 

anniversary.  They also delivered 7 dinners to shut ins in September.  
 

The Deacons will be doing the chili supper as the October free community dinner.  The ground beef and vegetables were 

donated, and the congregation is being asked to donate desserts.  Their next meeting is October 14. 
 

The clerk’s report stated that 36 people took communion on September 6, 2020.  Thank you notes were received from 

Wings to Fly (use of church for storage and packing; Harry & Anna McLemore (new porch roof), and Dan & Mary Wa-

ters (Andy Reese donation and prayers). 
 

The finance/treasurer’s report indicated that there was a balance on August 31, 2020 of $15,502.30.  Total expenses thus 

far in 2020 have been $58,609.95 of which $63,205.30 were budgeted and total income thus far has been $63,205.30 
 

Youth group restarted on Sunday, September 13th from 12-2 each week.  The youth are provided lunch during their ses-

sion. 
 

Pastor Sue enjoyed her vacation to visit family in Michigan while we enjoyed guest pulpit supply Rick Cepris and 
Heather Harmon in September. Pulpit supply on October 11th is David Valentine, Grove City College professor and East 
Main Elder, and on November 15th, we will have Pastor Dobi from Greenville First Presbyterian. 
 

Our online viewing keeps growing- between our Facebook page  (https://www.facebook.com/jamestownECOpresby/) 
and our website (jamestownpres.org), we have hundreds of online viewers weekly. 
 

We began to have worship leaders again on September 13; we need your help so please sign up in the annex to be a lay 
reader! 
 

Because of generous donors and the efforts by our congregation, most of the expenses for our free community Saturday 
dinners have been covered completely in recent months.  We served 120 free meals for our September ham dinner and 
$355 was donated for the Jamestown Food Pantry and Backpack Program. 
 

Our next dinner is October 24th with the Deacon’s chili dinner as take-out only. 
 

Children’s and adult Sunday school is going strong- it starts at 9:45 and all are welcome. 
 

JPNS (PreSchool) completed its annual mum sale and sold out of all 350 vouchers. We started classes back up in limited 
numbers and appreciate the congregational support especially during these difficult times. We will be selling pepperoni 
rolls in October.  Keep an emphasis on Christian education through books, prayer & Bible verses 
 

Our church held an outdoor Jr High Friday Night Done Right (FNDR) on September 11th for junior high and had a great 
time with the 5th & 6th grade at FNDR on Friday, Sept 18th. 
 

Wings to Fly will continue to store food and pack bags for the Healthy Snacks Backpack Program for this current school 

year.  They completed the first packing on September 29 for approximately 100 students and plan to pack again in 2 

weeks (October 14). 
 

Mission had a busy month by completing the porch roof repair for Harry McLemore, building a ramp for Robin Ward’s 

mother, and holding the Root International drive.  If you know of someone in need of assistance, please be sure to contact 

Tom Walker from missions. 
 

Mark on your calendars -Friday, Dec 4th at 6 pm – Hanging of the Greens in the church 
 

All are welcome to become involved in the life of the church if you would like to join one of our committees: 
• October 14th at 3:30 – Nurture Committee (plans worship, activities, Christian education, youth) 
• October 21st at 5:30 – Properties, mission, and finance 
• The next session meeting is on October 28th at 6:30. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/jamestownECOpresby/


 
We are in need of the following:   

 
 Donations of cakes or pies  

 Helpers to cook chili (helpers will begin cooking chili 
at 9 a.m. on October 24)   

 Drivers to deliver meals to shut-ins are also needed.   
 

Please contact the church office if you can help in any 
way.   
 
Proceeds will go towards the Deacons Fund, which 
helps people in need for rent, utilities and food. 

 

 

 
We are looking for a leader/mentor for our middle/
high school level youth group. We are seeking a per-
son committed to the Lord who is enthusiastic and 
has a passion for working with young people.  This 
is a part time position. If interested, please contact 
the church office by phone at 724-932-2101 or email 
at jpc411@windstream.net 



Thank you congregation! 

September’s Noisy Offering:  

$81.85.   

Noisy Offerings are taken on 

the first Sunday of every month.   
  



MONTHLY CHURCH FINANCES 
  

Checking Balance  08/01/20  $13,854.43 

Income     + 6,360.12 

Expenses       - 4,712.25 

Checking Balance 08/31/20  $15,502.30 
 

As presented to Session 09/30/20 

10/01 Beverly Dame 
10/06 William McElhaney 
10/07 Linda Lorigan 
10/08 Katie Arnett 
10/29 Shirley Bonam 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4   
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
Noisy Offering 
12-2 Youth 
 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 
9:45 Sunday School 

11:00 Worship 

12-2 Youth 

12 13 14 
11:30 - Deacons 

3:30 - Nurture  

15 16 17 

18 
9:45 Sunday School 

11:00 Worship 

12-2 Youth 

19 20 21 
5:30 — Properties 

22 23 24 
4:30-6  p.m. 
Community  
Chili Dinner 

25 
9:45 Sunday School 

11:00 Worship 

Youth—TBD 

26 27 28 
6:30 — Session 

29 30 31 

October 2020 
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Jamestown, PA  16134  

724-932-2101      

email:  jpc411@windstream.net  

Web site:  www.jamestownpres.org 
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