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From the Pastor’s Study
Dear RGAPC family and friends,
On October 6th, Christians in many nations will celebrate World Communion Sunday. Initiated in 1933
in Pittsburgh, by the 1950’s churches all around the
war-torn globe were embracing this special day as a
deeply needed reminder that despite national conflicts
and beyond all human endeavor, we find true unity
only in and through Jesus Christ.
I must confess: sometimes unity seems like a distant dream. But as we study God’s Word and consider
church history, we discover that in every age God’s
people have had conversations about differences in
faith and practice. Strange as it may sound, I actually
find this reassuring.
Given the fact that great saints of the church – Peter and Paul and Augustine, Luther and Calvin and
Bonhoeffer and Martin Luther King Junior (to name
just a few) – struggled to work through serious issues
of faith and practice in their time, we do not need to be
distressed or discouraged when we struggle with issues in our own day.
Consider, for example, the challenge of Sabbathkeeping. Scripture commands us not to neglect
(forsake, abandon) the practice of regularly meeting
together with other believers (Hebrews 10:25). The
gathering of the Body is essential not only to transmit
knowledge but to nurture faith by encouraging one another in godly love and truth. Forty years ago, American society widely acknowledged Sunday as the day
Christians gather for worship. In a sense Sundays
were “set apart” even by non-Christians. This is no
longer true. So we wrestle with how to respond to the
myriad other activities competing for – in some cases
even requiring -- our attention on Sundays.
Cont on page 2……...
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….cont from page 1
This is just one area where cultural norms are shifting. Many of these changes are
challenging. Some are distressing; a few are outright evil; some are simply … differences. Our primary task, as Christians, is not to oppose culture but to honor and obey
Jesus Christ. So as we seek to identify and work through serious issues of faith and
practice let us study God’s word diligently, pray deeply, hold fast to what is good, listen
carefully to others and express our own thoughts with gentleness and respect. Those are
the kinds of things that show our unity as servants of Jesus Christ, who came not to condemn the world but that through Him the world might be saved.
With love in the Lord,

Pastor Sue

The Youth Group, under the leadership of Christy Lindsey,
meets every Sunday after church for lunch at 12:30 pm. Parents take
turns providing the meal.
They made their first visit to Lutheran Village with some
rousing games of Bingo. Prayers for a quick recovery for Troy after
his mishap afterwards.
All youth in the community are invited in participate in the
program (parent must complete a written permission form) Just contact the church office (724-932-2101) for more information.
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In Our Church & Community
Community and Church Calendar

Communion Schedule

October 6

First Sunday of each month
Maundy Thursday
Park Picnic—August 25
December 24—Christmas Eve

October 9
October 13
October 16

Sunday Duties:
Close Up: Janeen Mihoci
Counting Money: Tom Walker

October 19
October 20
October 23
October 24
October 27

MONTHLY CHURCH FINANCES
Checking Balance 08/01/19
Income
Expenses
Checking Balance 08/31/19

$12,555.67
+ 5,942.24
- 7,002.67
$11,495.24

October 30

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Worship – 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group - 12:30-2:30
Nurture – 1:00 p.m.
Wonderful Wednesday 2:45-5:00
Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Worship – 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group - 12:30-2:30
Finance – 5:30 p.m.
Properties – 6:30 p.m.
Gerry Myers Memorial – 1:00 p.m.
Community Dinner – 4:30-6:00 p.m.
Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Worship – 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group - 12:30-2:30
Wonderful Wednesday 2:45-5:00
Session—6:30 p.m.
Sunday School - 9:45 a.m.
Worship – 11:00 a.m.
Youth Group - 12:30-2:30
Becoming a Flourishing Church
(after worship)
Wonderful Wednesday 2:45-5:00

Meeting Weekly:

Tuesday
TOPS 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Cub Scouts - 6:30 p.m.
Thursday
AA - 7:00 p.m.

As presented to Session 9/26/19.
Deacon for October
Susan Anderson —If you know of anyone
in the hospital or in need of assistance
please contact Susan at (724) 932-5072.

Pastor Sue does not currently have a set
schedule for office hours. If you would
like to arrange a time to meet with her,
or if you have an urgent pastoral need,
she can be reached by cell phone at
814-758-5525.

10/06
10/07
10/29

William McElhaney
Linda Lorigan
Shirley Bonam

Thank you congregation!
The September Noisy Offering
was $93.35. Noisy Offerings

If you do not see your birthday listed, please contact
the church office so that we can update our lists!

are taken on the first Sunday
of every month.

jpc411@windstream.net or 724-932-2101
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Jamestown ECO Presbyterian Church
Highlights for Session Meeting, September 26, 2019:
Hired Christy Lindsey as Youth director effective October 1, 2019
At the Deacons meeting on September 11, 2019, meals were prepared and delivered to fourteen shut ins. Suzie
College assisted in deliveries. A prayer blanket was delivered to Darrell Pinney and one is being prepared for Frank
Fenton. The parking lot donation total was $2,866.05, but it was felt that more people are needed to assist in parking on Friday and Saturday.
Recently, the Healthy Snack Backpack program was moved to Jamestown ECO Church using Pastor’s Sue’s office
as the storage area and the annex as the packing area. backpack program has begun functioning for the 2019-20
school year with many people showing up for the first packing. The Deacons will donate $100/month towards the
program. Currently, the program serves 59 elementary and 25 high school age students.
Plans are also underway for the upcoming Election Day Deacons Chili Supper to be held on Tuesday, November
11th. People will be needed to watch/stir the roasters of chili.

Mike Henegan was selected as a voting commissioner for the Rivers of Life Presbytery’s Fall Gathering Presbytery
meeting. and the 2020 ECO National Gathering will be held in Dallas, Texas, in February.
After the recent malfunction of the organ, Colby Organ made temporary repairs costing $290.00, but session tabled
temporarily major repairs involving relining two of the air reservoir leather linings a cost of $4750.
The financial report stated that there was a balance of $11,495.24 as of August 31, 2019. The Youth Leader would
be paid out of the Designated fund – Men’s Fellowship for the remainder of this year because of the overwhelming
donations through the parking at the fair. Generally, the church is more financially stable than it has been for several years.
Pastor Sue reported that she has led worship 3 Sundays, made several pastoral calls and visits, helped in organizing youth group and Sunday school, and took part in the September Saturday supper, Deacons meeting, and Nurture meeting in the past month.
Pastor Sue plans to preach Sept 29, Oct 6, Oct 13, Oct 27, Nov 3, Nov 10 & Nov 24. Off preaching Oct 20 (Rev.
Randy Kightlinger) and Nov 17 (to be determined).
The recent mission trip to North Carolina went well; the people affected by Hurricane Florence remain faithful even
through their trying times.
Session will be planning the 2020 budget and would like input on priority areas that will need more money for the
next year. Also, a nominating committee needs to be in place for new elders and deacons for the 2020 year. If you
are interested are would like to recommend someone, please let session know.
The upcoming monthly community Saturday Suppers include:
October 19- Baked potato Bar, November 16- Thanksgiving Dinner, and December 14. We appreciate the congregation’s willingness to donate items for these meals.
Jobs that have been completed in the last month include: hung faucet in janitor closet, new elevator contract takes
effect 9/16/19, purchased wheeled cart to use to transport supplies
Jobs that still need to be completed include finish range hood and generator, recycle old fluorescent light bulbs,
landscape wall near red door to stop rainwater, repair plaster in annex and repaint annex, repair plaster in the pastor’s study, organ maintenance, roof inspection.
Andy Hatton will inspect and repair loose shingles on the church. Bids are being submitted to repair manse back
porch.
The next nurture committee will be October 9, 2019 at 1:00 pm. The next meeting will be October 16, 2019 at 5:30
pm for subcommittees and 6:30 pm for Properties. The next Flourishing Church meeting will be at 12:30 on October,
27th and we will be joining the youth for lunch. Because there will be a safety meeting for churches on our regularly
scheduled session meeting night (October 23rd) the next Stated Session Meeting will be on Thursday, October 24th
at 6:30.
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DO YOU RECOGNIZE THIS EMBLEM?
Yes, indeed it is time
For
“Operation Christmas Child” SHOEBOXES
New this year! Official shoe boxes have been purchased from Samaritan’s Purse and will be
available for you to use when packing your shoebox. These are available at no cost. You may use
your own shoebox if you prefer.
Look for these special boxes in the annex beginning Oct. 1st.
That may seem a bit early to think about Christmas gifts, however our donations need to be delivered to the collection center no later than Nov. 17th. On the same table you will find labels for your
boxes and other information about this terrific ministry!
Each box can include any of the following new items:
Bar soap, small backpack, washcloth, small mirror (unbreakable), spoon or fork, socks, scarves, frisbee, yoyo, Matchbox cars, foam balls, markers, combs, brushes, hair accessories, pens, tablets, notebooks, gum, lip balm, colorful bandanas.
Please DO NOT include: anything liquid (hand sanitizer), knives, military figures, chocolate, fruit
snacks, drink mixes, anything requiring batteries, or anything in an aerosol can.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROGRAM BUT ARE NOT ABLE TO DO
THE SHOPPING, PLEASE CONTACT LINDA KAPPELT. SOMEONE WILL DO THE SHOPPING FOR YOU.

Gratitude from the Deacons!
At our September 11th meeting, the Deacons agenda included evaluating our recent
fundraisers. We were/are overwhelmed with gratitude for our church family’s help
with the rummage sale and the fair parking lot! The many hours folks sorted and organized for the rummage sale were noticed! We heard comments from buyers that
they wait for our rummage sale all year because it is well organized and everyone is
friendly. We say thank you, and to God be the glory! We hope to spend the money
made in the way God leads us.
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Is It Too Early to
Talk Turkey?

The Community Supper for
November is:
Nov. 23
4:30-6:00 pm
This is one of our largest community
meals. Many hands are needed for
both preparation and donation of supplies.

There is a lace tablecloth that had
been used in the church library
that is no longer needed. If this is
your tablecloth, please pick it up,
it has been laundered and is hanging on the coat rack. If it is not
claimed, it will be added to the
church tablecloths.

Linda Kappelt is in charge of the
meal.
Preparation for the meal will begin at
8AM on Nov. 22.

There will be a sign-up sheet in the
annex for the following items.
4 Turkeys
Sweet Potatoes (3)
Corn Casserole (3)
Cranberry Sauce (2)
Rolls 8 doz
Squash (2)
Green Bean Casserole (3)
Pies (12)

Thank you!

COOKBOOKS
Several 2008 church
cookbooks were found in
the
church
library.
These can be found on
the table in the Annex,
please help yourself.

7

Sunday School

The adults are continuing their study of the “
Screwtape Letters” by C.S. Lewis.

What’s Up With The Church Library?
Evil is all around us, working to destroy our
families, our prayer life, and most importantly
Nancy Fry and Linda Kappelt have categorized, trying to distract us in our faith.
alphabetized, and generally cleaned up the
church library. If you like fiction books, you
will find those titles all in one area, on the
south wall of the library. All the shelves are
labeled to help you locate your selection.

Please come and join the group. You will find
the discussion interesting even if you are not
reading the book.

Some older books have been donated to other
organizations, some new books have been add- Because this book was written in the 1940’s, the
discussion will soon include what happens when
ed, and there is now space for some additions.
real war is all around us. How will evil try to
The work on the shelves will be completed by
use WW II as an advantage in a young man’s
Oct. 13th.
life?
There will be a new sign out book and a basket
to place your returned

The names in the book are funny, but the topic
is deadly serious. Evil is always available to demake sure the books find the way back to
rail, detain, design against your faith. Meeting
their place on the shelves.
with others in faith and encouraging others
Please check out the books for children, teens keeps us on track and strong in our faith.
and adults, great Christian and inspirational
books or donations in. Nancy or Linda will

music on CD’s, family friendly children & adult
movies, and books on CD. Your church library
also has wonderful inspirational and devotional
books and a fine selection of reference material.
Check it Out!- Spread the Word!

Here is just one quote from Uncle Screwtape
to his Nephew Wormwood:
Indeed, the safest road to Hell is the gradual
one—the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without
sudden turnings, without milestones, without
signposts.
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DEACONS NEWS
Prayer blankets are in the annex for Frank Fenton and Bill McElhaney.
Please take a moment to pray over them, and sign the card. Bill recently
had surgery but is doing well. Frank is expected to be home from rehab at
St Paul’s by now.

Mary Helen Valesky’s son David (age 66) passed away this past week. If you would want to send a
card to Mary Helen, her address is 134 Indian Lane, Philipsburg, PA. 16866

Pastor Sue will be on vacation from October 17 through the 22nd, helping her sister in
El Paso TX as she recovers from surgery. Rev. David Dobi of First Pres Greenville is
available for any urgent pastoral care needs that may arise while Pastor Sue is away.

All Saints Sunday is November 3. We plan on that Sunday to lift up the names of members and
loved ones of the congregation who have passed from this life into their eternal home within the past
three years (2017, 2018, 2019). So that we will not miss anyone, please notify the church office ...
provide their full name and month & year of death if known ... there will be bulletin inserts for this purpose on October 13 & October 20.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

11:00 Deacons
2:45-5:00
Wonderful
Wednesday

6

7

8

13

14

15

21

22

9:45 Sunday
School
Worship 11:00
12:30-2:30
Youth Group

27
9:45 Sunday
School
Worship 11:00
12:30-2:30
Youth Group

16

1:00 Memorial
Service for
Gerry Myers

5:30 Finance
6:30 Properties
2:45-5:00
Wonderful
Wednesday

9:45 Sunday
School
Worship 11:00
12:30-2:30
Youth Group

20

9
1:00 Nurture
2:45-5:00
Wonderful
Wednesday

9:45 Sunday
School
Worship 11:00
12:30-2:30
Youth Group
Noisy Offering

28

29

23
2:45-5:00
Wonderful
Wednesday

30

4:30-6 Comm.
Dinner

24
6:30 Session

31

2:45-5:00
Wonderful
Wednesday

12:30 BFC
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